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On motions by the Chief Secretary, the
foregoing amendments were not insisted
on.

No. 8. Clause 20, Subeclavse (2)—Delete
the words “any direetions” in lines 8 and 9,
and snbstitute the words “the approval.”

The CHAIRMAN : The Assembly’s reason
for disagreeing is—

Clause 20, Subclause (2} applies only to ap-
plications for a license to produce barley. It is
conzidered that the Minister shonld have power
to direct the board on this matter to prevent
a poasible injustice to an applieant,

The CHIEF SECRETARY : I raove—

That the amendment be not insisted on.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: We should insist on
these words being inserted in the Bill. If we
give way on this we can imagine where we
will finish up directly with the Wheat
Stabilisation Bill.

Hon. C. B. Williams: There is a big dif-
ference between barley and wheat.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! No reference
must be made to contemplated legislation,

Hon, A. L. LOTON: My cbjection is to
the deletion of the word “directions” and the
substitution of the word “approval.”

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Legis-
lative Assembly has given its reason and I
thought it would have met with the approval
of Mr. Loton. I must continue to ask that
we do not insist on the amendment.

Question put and passed; the Council's

amendment not insisted on,

No. 9, Clause 20—Add to Subelause (6)
& proviso, as follows:—“Provided that this
subsection shall not apply to the sale of bar-
ley for stock feed or seed purposes as be-
tween one farmer and another within a
radius of fifteen miles.”

The CHATRMAN : The Assembly’s reason
for disagreeing is—

The amendment as drawn virtually eancels
out the liccnsing provisions of the Bill,

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move—

That the amendment be not insisted on.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment not insisted on.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly,
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ADJOURNMENT—SFPECIAL,

THE OHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H Kitson—West): I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till 2,30
p-m. on Tuesday, the 19th November, 1946.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.7 p.m.

Tlegislative (_Assemhlg.

Wednesday, 18th November, 1946.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2 p.m,,
and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

Electricity Supplies—as to Provision for
Alternative Fuel.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Works: Referring to the answer given to
a question asked by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition on the 27th September, 1945, to the
effect that provision was to be made for
the installation of power alternative to coal
at the South Fremantle Power Station—

1, Has such alternative power plant been
obtained or ordered yet9d

2, If not, why not?

3, Is he aware that owing to this second
stoppage of power and light the owners of
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many business establishments are contem-
plating putting in emergency power units?

4, That such action is also being consid-
ered by the owners of many private homes?

5, In view of the great economic waste
that such aetion would entail, and the prab-
able loss that would acerue to Government-
owned power plants will the Government
establish an alternative power plant at the
East Perth Power House?

6, If so, can he give an assurance that
such will be done at an early date so as to
avoid the purchasing of these private power
units, as well as minimising as far as is
possible any recurrence of the present power
and lighting hold-up?

7, If not, why not?

The MINISTER replied:

1, An alternative oil burning installation
is incorporated in the boilers to be provided
by the contractors,

2, Because of the answer to No. 1.

3, Yes.

4, No.

5 and 6, No. This ecould not be estab-
lished any earlier than the South Fremantle
Powaer Station,

7, Beeause of the answer to Questions 5
and 6,

COAL.
As to Road Transport, Collie to Perth.

Mr. WATTS (without notice) asked the
Minister for Transport: Does he agree that
coal ean be transported from open cuts at
Collie by road transport, and in view of the
need for coal, to maintain some supplieg of
electrie light and power and minimise the
hardships otherwise to be suffered by all
secticns of the community and as a mat-
ter of the greatest urgeney, will he forth-
with tuake steps to organise the supply and
transport of such open eut eoal to Perth
by road and if not, why notf

The MINISTER replied:

The practicability of hauling a suffi-
cient quantity of coal by road has been
considered and without doubt it is a pos-
sibility provided, of course, there is coal
available. 1 wonld point out that this mat-
ter is now receiving the consideration of
the Government.

[ASSEMBLY.]

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT.

As to Government Business—Sittings of
House.

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. 8. Wise—
Gaseoyne) : With your permission, Mr.
Speaker, T will make g statement. In con-
nection with the printing and other diffi-
culties associated with the handling of the
business of the House during this period,
I would inform members that several Bills
are being delayed because they cannot be
printed, Bills which we had hoped to intro-
duce into the House this week and which,
because of their nature, will delay the pro-
ceedings of Parliament. Because of that it
may be necessary even as from next week,
if we are to finish the business of this Par-
liament before Christmas, to institute Fri-
day sittings. If Bills, such as the Mines
Regulation Bill and the Coal Mines Regula-
tion Bill, eannot be printed within a mat-
ter of days, that will render our sittings
even more diffieult,

I ask members to assist the Government
in regard to questions by submitting to Min-
isters each day the questions to be asked the
next day, rather than placing them on the
notice paper. This will also assist in the
setting up, all of which is being done by
hand. These questions will be dealt with
as if they were questions without notice.
Regarding all matters associated with the
requirements of power, the Government will
endeavour expeditiously to handle the affairs
of Parliament that can be earried on in the
meantime.

MOTION—RAILWAYS.

Az to Inquiry into Efficiency and
Administration,

Drbate yesuined from the 30th October on
the following motion by Mr, Seward i —

That this House expresses its grave dissatis-
faction with the Government Railways affpirs
im thig State for the following rcasons:—

(1) The increasing inability of the rail.
way system to handle freight offer-
ing.

(2) The invreasing discontent among the
staff,

(3) The dilatoriness in making improve-
ments.

(4) The doubt as to efficiency of the ad-
ministration,

And calls upon the Government to ingtitute a
searching publie inquiry at which employees
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¢an give ovidence without prejudice to their
pogitions, and other sections of the community
be freely heard with a view to early restoration
of a reasonable level of service and efficiency
of management.

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. S, Wise—
Gascoyne) [2.8]: I took the opportunity of
discussing with the mover of this motion,
the member for Pingelly, and with the Leader
of the Oppeosition, the wisdom of centinuing
this debate at the present stage. There are
many; reasons, which nced not be elaborated
on, why anything which would bring out any
feeling of dissatisfaction at present should
be avoided. We should not have anything
said here that could cause a retarding of a
settlement of the dispute that we are now
experiencing, If the member for Pingelly
would agree, I would like the debate on this
motion to be deferred, and I will assure him
that at the first opportunity, even before pri-
vate members’ business, I will see that this
item is put on the notice paper, to be debated
at the most appropriate time.

On motion by Mr. Watts, debate ad-
Jjourned.

BILL—TIMBER INDUSTRY (HOUSING
OF EMPLOYEES).

In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day. Mr.
Rodoreda in the Chair; the Minister for
Forests in charge of the Bill

The CHAIRMAN : Progress was reported
after Clause 2 had been agreed to.

Clapse 3—Housing inspector:

Mr. McDONALD: I believe there are a
number cof amendments to this Bill. The
member for Mt, Marshall has been good
enough to hand me a copy of about 10 or
12, and 1 understand that the member for
North Perth also has some. I suggest to the
Minister that this is a matter of some diff-
culty for the Committee to deal with, in view
of the many amendments that are to be sub-
mitted for consideration. I move—

That progress be reported and leave asked
to sit again at a later stage of the sitting.

Motion put and passed.
Progress reported.
[70])
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ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1946-17.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 30th October;
Rodoreda in the Chair.

Vote—Medical, £51,649 (partly consid-
ered):

M,

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) [2.12]:
I do not intend to discuss items appropriate
to the medical seetion of the Vote, but I wish
to make some observations regarding the
portion dealing with homes.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member may
diseuss any item dealt with by the Minister’s
department,

Hon. N. KEENAN: I wish to refer to the
0Old Men's Home, which is now known as
“Suneet.” That is an institution of very
long standing in the community and has
played a very large part in the old age life
of this State. The actual number of inmates
at the present time is between 450 and 470.
Although I am not definitely informed on the
point, I understand that, with the exception
of about 70, all are pensioners, I gathered
that information from a souree that I do not
regard as sufficiently aceurate to be entirely
depended upon, but I understand that about
70 inmates of the institution are noft pen-
sioners and are thercfore there as guests of
the State inasmuch as they have no pensions
to fall back upon, with the exception of a
few who, fortunately, are able to pay for
their upkeep, with the result that the State
has to pay for the others. While the actual
fignres are unknewn to individuals, the in-
formation is possibly at the disposal of the
depariment. I know there are some inmates

* who have come from the Royal Perth Hos-

pital suffering from chronic illnesses, and
apparcntly they are not pensioners,

There are two boys who are wholly im-
proper inmates, seeing that they are far too
young. Onec is 17 or 18 years of age, and
the other is much younger, pessibly about
12 vears of age. Those lads are in the hos.
pital and have been sent therc apparently
because no other institution will take charge
of them. Each is permanentiy ingipable of
doing any work or even of attending school.
A very large inecome must be enjoyed by the
institution, seeing that it receives 22s. 6d.
weekly—that is the amount that I am told
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they pay—and, if members multiply 450 by
225. 6d., they will realise the income re-
ceived at “Sunset” each week. For that
money it should be possible to provide con-
ditiong at least more than passable. On the
contrary, ever since I have been the mem-
ber for the distriet there has been a long
scries of complaints from inmates regard-
ing their treatment., The principal com-
plaint centres around the food supply. It
is said that the food is not palatable, is
badly cooked, is badly served, and in many
ways most disappeintihg. I have attended
more than one deputation to the Minister,
having been accompanied on one occasion
by the member for South Fremantle, to com-
plain about the quality of the food. I have
heard that 2 new additional cook has been
appointed, yet the position appears to be
the same as it was.

The Minister for Health: The food posi-
tion has improved.

Hon, N. KEENAN: I have no doubt that
s the information conveyed to the Minis-
ter, but on the contrary I have heard that
although the actual food itself is not open
to ¢xception from the standpoint of quality,
the cooking of it still remaing open to very
strong ohjection, In faet, the statement was
made that the beef was so tough that no-
one, aparl from those who still retain
their natural teeth, could possibly eat it.

The Minister for Lands: That applies to
the steak one gets at any restaurant these
days!

Hon. N. KEENAN: The menu which was
hrought under the Minister’s notice the last
time we waited upon him as a deputation,
wag of a most disappointing character.
What the old men get for breakfast is little
better and the same applies to the evening
meal. If the institution were entirely a
charge upon the State and had to he paid
for by the taxpayer, there might be some-
thing said in favour of keeping expenses
down but, with the huge income that is
available, there is no reason, nor is there any
excuse in the world, for the very best of
food and treatment not being fortheoming,
There is one part of the institution that
does meet with general approval, and that
is the hospital. There is, however, one mat-
ter in respect of which the pruning-knife
has been used with, I am afraid, far too
great severity. For instance, the medieal

[ASSEMBLY.)

officer who attends the hospital each day to
look after at least 80 patients receives a
salary of £132 per annum.

The Minister for Health: He has not
protested,

Hon, N. KEENAN: Why? Let the Minis-
ter ask himself why.

The Minister for Health: I am asking the
hon, member.

Hon. N. KEENAN: He does not protest
because he does exactly £132 worth of work.

The Premier: That is not so.

Hon. N, KEENAN: That is the position.

The Minister for Health: He ig too con-
seientious for that,

The Premier; What about the honorary
medical men§

Hon. N. KEENAN: If what the Min-
ister snys is correct, then he is sponging on
that medical officer. The Minister ought to
be ashamed to do it.

Mr, Needham: That is not parliamentary
Ianguage.

Hon. N. KEENAN: If the hon. member
will hunt the pages of “May,” I think he
will find that the word “sponging” is al-
lowed. Whether parliamentary or not, it is
correct, which is the more important matter,
The Minister in effeet says that, because he
can get 2 doetor for a hospital of that large
size for what is little more than £2 a week,
he is quite satisficd to do so. This is the
one attractive feature it bears in relation to
other institutions suck as the Salvation Army
and the Sisters of the Poor becanse they have
no hospitals and, if their inmates fall ill, an
ambulance or taxi or other conveyance has
to be abtanined for their removal to a hos-
pital,

Here, however, the inmates have an ea-
cellent building, properly staffed and effi-
ciently run. I visit that hospital very often
and T ean say that it is kept in good ovder,
very clean and very hygienie. But there is
an absence of the moest important item—a
doctor, The doctor does carry out his duties,
but in a very limited way. I have never
onee seen him there—I do not imply that
he does not go there—but he attends at cer-
tain intervals that do not coincide with my
visits. I consider he wounld be giving full
value for his fee if he walked down the
wards and took a glanee first to one side
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and then to the other as he went along and,
if anything was not of an imperative nature,
passed on, He is paid only a nominal fee.
Therefore I ask the Minister, in view of (he
large income that the iostitution enjoys,
whether it could not afford to pay the medi-
cal officer a fee which would make him avail-
able in the hospital at most of the hours of
the day.

This is a very old subject with many mem-
bers whose duty ii is to visit this institution.
I do not suppose the Minister ever received
a more flattering testimonial than the ome
from the member for South Fremantle who
visits there eonstantly, or from myself, and
Y go there just as frequently. No-one could
come to any conelusion other than that it
might be made an excellent institution, most
attractive for the old men of the State to
resort to, imstead of which the inmates say
they go there only to die, simply because
they expect that their death will soon occur
and it is a eonvenient place fo die in. That
is a terrible outlook, but it is produced by
the unfertunate habit of cheeseparing and
trying to make the institution pay its way.
“Sunset” could be made a place of great at-
{raction. It is a wonderful site on the banks
of the river—an exceptionally good posi-
tion from the point of view of health, Tt
receives the benefit of all the sea breezes at
the earliest possible moment, before they
reach Perth, and the general layout of the
whole institution is exeellent, But there is
one thing lacking—the spirit or desire to
help the men who are there to live a happicr
life than they are living today. 1 strongly
stress the necessity for giving proper con-
sideration to what I regard as their legiti-
mate complaint.

There is only one other matter to which I
wigh to draw atfention and that is the hiatus
as to the provision for mental patients, whieh
is reflected in the presence of a certain num-
ber of persons who are not of sound mind.
They are not actually lunatic or they would
be certified as such, but they are certainly
of unsound mind. Yet they are not in an
institution that attempts to deal with people
of unsound mind. They are living with
people who have retired from indmstry
through the process of age, but these eases
are of all ages. One is a very young man—
about 30, T think. Is it not possible to have
some ward provided in the Claremont in-
stitution for ecases of that character? They
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arg not so defeetive in mind as to be ecerti-
finble as insane, and yet they are not fit to
mix with ordinary men under ordinary con-
ditions, and certainly are not capable of
looking after themselves, Their presence at
“Sunset” is not ohjected to by the other in-
mates, who are too good-natured to protest,
but they are undoubtedly cognisant of the
fact that the place is madc use of ag a dust-
bin to pass in all that cannot be placed else-
where, whether it be from a public hospital
or from any part of the State.

Those are ail the matters I desire at the
moment to call the Minister's attention to,
but I should like him to take a greater in-
terest personally in “Sunset,”” so that the
resources he has at his command, which are
supplemented to such a degree by the eon-
tributions of the inmates, will be used to
give them some groater measure of comfort
and some greater pleasure in their declining
days.

MR. W. HEGNEY (Pilbara) [2.28]: I
should like to compliment the Minister for
Health upon the very lueid manner in which
ke introduced the Estimates of his depart-
ment. I think members will agree that he
covered a very comprehensive field and did
so eclearly and well, I appreciate the in-
formation he gave to the Committee. I desirve
to address myself exclusively to matfers af-
fecting the Pilbara distriet and would like
the Minister, when replying, to give the
people an assurance that, at the earliest pos-
sible moment, a medical officer will he ap-
pointed for Port Hedland. I am very pleased
that the Government has again seen fit to
subsidise the Flying Doector service.

It may be of interest to mention that the
first flying doetor stationed at Port Hed-
land was Dr. Vickers, who came from Clon-
curry, Queensland but, owing to his state of
health, he had to return to the inland portion
of Queensland. Just before the outbreak of
war, the State was very fortunate in obtain-
ing the services of a voung doctor—another
Queenslander—in the person of Dr. Dieck.
For some years he was stationed at Marble
Bar and then was transferred to Port Hed-
land. This doctor is also a qualified pilot and
flew his own plane. When the war eame, the
doetor stationed at Rocbourne enlisted for
military serviee and the doctor from Port
Hedland was transferred to Marble Bar, and
Dr. Dick attended to all the surrounding
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stations. He attended to the requirements
of Port Hedland, Marble Bar, the asbestos
deposits in the Hamersley Ranges, and Roe-
bournc. In due course he left the service
and is now in private practice in the metro-
polis.

For some time we were without a doctor
in the Marble Bar distriet but eventually the
Government was able to obtain the services
of another young medical practitioner, Dr.
Campbell-Pope. He is stationed at Marble
Bar and has to attend to the requirements
of the whole of the Nullagine distriet, Port
Hedland, Rocbourne and the asbestos de-
posits in the Hamersley Ranges. Incident-
ally, he has nlso to go as far south as
Onslow. 1 believe the Government appre-
ciates the faect that the people of the Pil-
bara distriet and the surrounding country
expect, quite rightly, the services of another
appointee at the carliest practicable moment.
We would like that appointee to be stationed
in Port Tledland where there is a fairly up-
to-date hospital and quarters that could be
made centirely suitable for him. I believe that
hefore long, when eireumstances permit, the
system which now obtains in the Kimberley
distriet should be adopted in the Pilbara area.
In the Kimberley district o medical officer
from Broome flies periodically with the sub-
sidiary aerial service around certain stations.
I know the Minister is anxioug to do some-
thing in the direction I have indicated, and
I hope that he and his department will not
desist in their efforts to obtain the services
of a snitahle medieal practitioner for Port
Hedland.

In conjunction with the medieal serviees
I have mentioned, I would like consideration
to be given to the question of establishing a
small hospital or a nursing cottage at Nul-
lagine. That town is some 85 to 90 miles
south of Marble Bar and is the centre of a
prospeeting fleld. About 70 men are engaged
on the Blue Spec mine there, and when any-
body meets with an injury or desires medi-
cal attention or the attention that qualified
nurses can give, he is obliged to fly from
Nullagine to Marble Bar or to travel over 90
miles for the purpose, sometimes on a rough
road. Although I understand and appre-
ciate the difficulties confronting the Govern-
ment in eonnection with the supply of nurses
and of building material for various essential
purposes, I make no apology for pleading the
canse of the people of that gdistrict, and

[ASSEMBLY.]

would like to ask the Minister for Health,
who is in charge of the department concern-
ed, to give attention to the request made. The
Minister knows the country of which I speak,
because I understand he was there many
years ago. He will consequently be aware
that what I seek is nothing of an extravagant
nature but that the request is only too rea-
sonable,

As a result of representations made over
a period by the member for Roebourne and
myself, the Government appointed travel-
ling dental surgeons to visit all eentres in
the North-West some two years ago. Two
very fine dental surgeons—Messrs, Cole and
McKenna—drew up an itinerary and visited
practically every centre from Carnarvon to
Wyndham. They treated all the sehbool
children in the various districts on the
coast, and included Marble Bar and Hall's
Creek in their itinerary. They also at-
tended to Cthe dental requirements of a
number of adults, and everyone was loud
in praise of the services they performed.
Bat unfortunately, since that time, no fur-
ther business of that kind has heen effected,
and I am of the opinion that the time bas
arrived when further service should be
rendered, although perhaps the present
period may be unseasonable. However, I
advonce the request in the hope that the
Government will make the neeessary ar-
rangements for another visit hy competent
dental surgeons to eentres in the North-
West, beginning about the first or second
week in Apri] and working north as far as
Wyndham. If that matter is given fav.
aurable attention, it will be of incalcuiable
benefit to the people of the North. The
alternative—and unfortunately it has had
to be adopted at fimes—is that people
whose children require dental treatment, or
adults needing dental  attention, nve
obliged to pay at least £30 in plane fare to
and from the metropelis. It iz not fair to
expect them to go to that expense.

I desire to impress on the Minister the
absolute necessity for providing the serviees
to which I have referred, because that is
ane way in which people, and especially
married folk, will be indnced to remain
in the North. If they are assured that re-
guisite school fdcilities and necessary medi-
cal attention are available to them and
their ehildren, that will be an incentive to
them to remain in the North; but if they
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have & feeling of isolation and know there
is a lack of necessary medical end dental
services, that will be an inducement to
them to leave the country. Dr. Campbell.
Pope is rendering wonderful service in the
faee of almost insurmountable difficulties,
but the job is too big for one person. A
man would have to be superhuman to per-
form the task satisfactorily, For that
reason I trust that the Minister will comply
with my request at the earliest possible
moment.

MR. FOX (South Fremantle) [2.37): In
company with the member for Nedlands, I
waited on the Minister for Health in regard
to canditions at the Old Men’s Home, That
deputation was the resunlt of representations
made by visitors from the Waterside Work-
ers’ Union who call at the institution regu-
larly and take ecomforts for their own mem-
bers that are not provided by the instifution.
They told me that some of the returned
soldiers who are in the home are treated
very liberally by an organisation outside and
quite a lot of food is taken there for
them. I helieve that an organisation such
as that would he doing equally good service
if it extended its help and took comforts to
the rest of the men resident in the home, be-
cause those mern also have done a very good
job for Western Australia. Many of them
spent their early years on the goldficlds and
did quite a lot to open up the eountry. If
the Goldfields had not been diseovered and
opencd up, we would not have had much of
a farming eommunity in this State, because
it was as a dircet result of aetivity on the
Goldfields that the farming areas were later
developed.

Those men who visited the institution com-
plained of the type of food provided and
asked me to have a loock at it. I found it to
be very poor fare indeed. I spoke to the
then Minister for Health, who is now the
Minister for Lands, and a distinct improve-
ment was effected at onee. I have been in-
formed that the department will take spe-
eial care in the future to see that those men
are treated liherally in the matter of food.
T think they are entitled to that. Most of
them arc up in years, and although the in-
stitution does not lend itself to making them
entirely eomfortable, something should be
done in that direction. I believe an effort is
to be made by the Lotteries Commission to
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establish camps at Canning Bridge for such
people. ‘

The hest way to honse men who have gone
into “Sunset” to live for tho rest of their
lives is to provide small buildings that would
accommodate three or four, instead of hav-
ing the inmates hounsed in dormitories as at
present, If buildings capable of accommo-
dating threc or four men werc erected, those
men could live togcther agreeably and play
cards and perbaps would be able to do a
little for themselves. I am quite satisfied to
leave the matter of providing better meals
in the hands of the Minister, and those who
have given me the assurance that men who
are resident in the home will have far better
treatment in the future than they have had
in the past. I intend to have a look at the
home occasionally, and I shall he surprised
if the Minister does not keep the promises
madc.

The member for Pilbara mentioned the
shortage of doctors. That has been a common
complaint over the last 23 or 30 years. It
has always heen dilficult to seceure doctors
for outback distriets, During the last war
it was very hard to obtain the servieces of
a doctor in many parts of the Goldfields, no
matter what inducement was offered, and in
spite of the fact that a fairly good salary
and a private practice were available. I think
it would be a good idea if the Government
offered three ovr four scholarships every year
to promising students whose parents were
unable to give them the eduecntion to enable
them to beecome doctors. If sueh young men
were frained, the Government would be able
to send them to pleees where there was a
shortage of medical practitioners.

There must he many bright young fellows
who are lost to the various professions in
every part of Australia because their parents
have not the necessary money to give them
the education which would enable them 1o
qualify. So [ throw out the suggestion to
the Minister that three or four scholarships
should be provided cvery year for medical
students and in return they should be asked
to give their services to the Siste for threc
or four years after qualifying. That would
be a fair return for what the State had
given them. I know that it was a common
thing for students just onf of the University
to toke positions in various places outhack
and on the northern goldfields, That was the
first place they would go to; and T feel that
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if the Government gave considevation to the
suggestion T have made it would be filling a
long felt want.

Another matter that requires the attention
of the Government is the condition of the
teeth of sehoolchildren throughout the State.
1 have visited quite a number of schools re-
cently and I found that most of the children
of very tender age had very bad teeth, I
do not know the cause. I do not know whe-
ther the pasteurising of milk kills the vita-
ming in the milk that are necessary for the
building of good teeth, but that is a matter
that would be well worth looking into. One
schoolteacher told me that if a child were
found to have perfect teeth, inquiries were
made from the parents as to how it was
being fed in order that the information might
be passed on to other parents, I discovered
that it is 5 common thing for children of
three and four years of age to lose their
teeth. That shoold not be, and 1 ask
the Minister to request his officers to
give attention to this matter with a
view to preventing dentzl decay. He
mentioned the steps taken to combat
tuberculosis—to have people x-rayed, When
I was at Williamstown in Victoria lately
an x-ray machine was provided there and
anyone could he x-rayed free of cost.

Many people are afraid to he x-rayed,
fearing that it will show that they have
signs of tuberculosis. I believe it would be
a good thing for everyone in this State to
be x-rayed periodieally, and that it would
ro a lony way towards combating the
seourge of tuberculosis. Not long ago I
noticed an article in the Press relating to
the discovery in America of a new drug,
calculated to care tubereulosis, Tt appeared
in the Sunday Fmpire News of the 3rd
Febrnary, 1946, and read as follows:—

At the London 8chool of Hygicne and Tropi-
cal Medicine Professor Rascbrick reported—
Dr, Rebnan Waksman, Microbiologist at the
New Jersey Agrienltural Research Station, of
Rutgers University, set out to find a killer
which wonld be efficient against the bacteria
that eause tuberculosis, typhoid fever, dysen-
tery and bladder infection, against all of which
penicillin ip powerless. After hundreds of abor-
tive experiments lie discovered a mew speeies
of wmould-like orgonism  which he named
‘e8treptomyein.’’ By the end of 1943 he had
isolated this snbstanee in a solid but crude
form, He found that the minutest dose of this
new chemical killed germs of typhoid, dysentery
and tuberevlosis, both human and bovine. One
part of streptomyein in a million parts of
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water was a lethal dose. Thousands of other
chemica! substances will do the same, but will
kill the patient too. After exhaustive tests
Dr. Waksman was able to answer, ‘¢ Toxicity
gratifyingly low.’” Impressive results were ob-
tained in experiments on guinea pigs after ip-
fretion with tubercular germs. There was no
evidinee of the disease developing after inocu-
lation with thr pew drug. ‘This is the most
promising of anti-bacterial agents, other than
penicillin, yet discovered.

A friend of mine, who is stricken with
tubereulosis, wrote to the doctor respon-
sible for those experiments, in the hope of
getting some of the drug sent to Western
Australia. The reply received from Dr.
Waksman reads as follows:—

Replying to your letter of recent date, we

regret to say that streptomycin is still pro-
duced in limited amounts, and considerable
time will elapse before large amounts of it are
available for public distribution. Such dis-
tribution is now very limited and is largely
reatricted to research institutions, These re-
strictions are aimed to conserve the supply of
this material and to prevent the unwise use of
this vital drug, the applications of which have
not a8 yet been clearly defined. Many patients
who wish to receive streptomycin, therefore,
may not be able to obtain it either now or for
months to come. Any requests for this mate-
rial will have to come by way of your physi-
eian to Dr. Chester 8. Keefer, Chairman, Com-
mittee on Chemotherapeuties, and other agents,
National Research Council, 65 East Newton-
street, Boston 18, Massachusetts,
I suggest to the Minister that he make in-
quiries, through his department, as to the
progress being made with this new drug
with the objeet, if it is successful, of get-
ting supplies of it for patients in Western
Anstralia,

MRS. CARDELL-OLIVER (Subisco)
[2.50]: The Minister reported that there
were still 80 children in the mental hospital,
and I feel there should be some other place
provided for them. During the last few
months I have had hefore me one or two
cases of subnormal children who could not
be attended to except at Claremont. In my
opinion that is not the place for them, In
onc case a child had been signed up by one
of our noted doctors, but another doctor
refused to sign for the child to go to Clare-
mont. The child was then taken to two or
three other doctors, but none of them would
sign up the child as a mental case. The
result wag that the child went to Claremont,
and is there now. The child is improving.
In the meantime I wrote to the Child Wel-
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fare Department in Melbourne and asked
whether this child could be taken to one of
.the Vietorian institutions, in which sub-
normal children are dealt with. The Direc-
tor of the Child Welfare Department wrote
back saying that he was sorry he could
not anccommodate the child, although it wonld
be paid for by its parents, because they
already had over 300 children in their sub-
normal children’s home which, owing fo
staff shortage, was the total number they
couid accommodate. He said they have over
2,000 children in Victoria waiting to enter
the subnormal children’s institution.

We have a great .number of subnormal
children in Western Australia. Some of them
have been desalt with in our ordinary schools
by the Education Department but others,
who cannot be dealt with in that way, are
signed up as mental children and are sent
to Claremont. I think it about time—I feel
sure the Minister will agree—that we had
an outside establishment, away from the
metropolitan area, where such children eould
be treated under special teachers, as is done
in Victoria., They would then not be signed
up as mental children. The child T men-
tioned is progressing favourably and will
probably soon leave the institution. For-
tunately she has not been signed up as a
mental ease—which would have militated
against her in after life—but is simply being
treated at Claremont. If the Government
would provide an institution for such chil-
dren, outside the metropolitan ares, it could
deal with many who today are subnormal
but not really mental cases. In my opimon
the children are subnormal, in many cases,
because of the environment in which their
parents lived before the youngsters were
born. Often the conditions are such as to
prejudice a mother having normal children.

Now, as to maternity cases, the Minister
told us that the King Edward Memorial
Hospital, together with other hospitals, is
filled to overflowing. It is a disgrace to see
how many women are being accommodated
in the eorridors, and I suggest that we could
get over that diffienlty by taking away—I
am not sure whether this is the correct term
—the priee-fixing fees in private hospitals.
I believe many women would go to private
hospitals and pay whatever was demanded
of them in order to get accommodation, but
private hospithls are closing down becanse
of prices generally and the price-fixing fees
in particular. If this could be done I bhe-
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licve the King Edward Memorial Hospital
would be relieved of much of the burden
now thrust upon it. I do not suggest that
patients receive less service in the King
Edward Memorial Hospital than in the
highest priced private hospitals, because the
Government can always demand that they
do. Nevertheless many women can afford
and would be willing to pay the private hos-
pitals if these fixed fees were abolished. I
believe that 14,000 odd children have heen
examined in this State in Government
schools, out of a total of from 57,000 to
60,000. If seems to me a small number to
be medically examined during their school
peried in the year.

In the last 30 or 40 years the London
County Council and other county councils
in England have had examined all the chil-
dren entering the schoels, The children are
examined on entry, again duving the school
period, and when leaving, and any neces-
sary treatment is given to them. During the
period of treatment a nurse attends the
home to find out how they are progressing.
If the parents ean afford to pay the doctor
attending the children they must do so, but
otherwise he is paid by the county couneil.
I think we should adopt some such system
here. Surcly we conld pay our ordinavy
doctors in country towns to examine the
children who enter the schools in their dis-
triets. Often such children have defects
that are not known, but which should be dis-
covered and remedied when they enter
school. At present neither the children nor
their parents may know anything ahout
such a defect until perbaps it is too Iate ta
do anything abont it.

I would like the Minister to consider
whether it is possible for him to give half-
a-pint of milk per school day to those chil-
dren in the junior classes in the metropoli-
tan-suburban State schools whose parents
are on the unemployed list hecause of the
present strike. I am not asking mmeh, be-
canse 1 know the Government must pay for
what it gets, and the Government’s resources
are limited; but it has been proved that the
most physically fit children are those
brought up on milk. The member for Mur-
ray-Wellington mentioned pasteurised milk,
Children today are getting milk in the State
schools and the parents who can afford to
pay are still doing so. It is not pastenrised
and the children are still drinking it. I
do not think they are any woarse off on that
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aceount, However, I ask the Minister to
give consideration to my request.

I do not know how long this unfortunate
strike will continue but if it persists for any
lengthy period the children are those that
will suffer most. In a few years' time we
will find that the present-day children who
are being deprived of so much will be those
unable to pass certain examinations in the
future. The cost of what I suggest would
represent a mere hagatelle. It might run
into & few hundred pounds if the strike is
not prolonged or a few thousand pounds if
it eontinues over a long period. In any
cage the Government will not be involved in
any administrative costs because the work
could be undertaken through the Child Wel-
fare Department, the Free Milk Council,
parents and citizens’ assoetations or a dozen
other bodics, without a pennyworth of ex-
penditure on the part of the Administration
except for the milk.

MR. DONEY (Williams . Narrogin)
[3.2]: T ask the close attention of the Min-
ister to the important matter of regional
hospitals and the propesal to erect such in-
stitutions in eertain chosen centres through-
ont the State. A great dea! has been said
offieially about these institutions without, ap-
pavently, having any meaning. The Minister
may know—I am sensible of the faet—
that at Narrogin there is very deep disap-
pointment, and that applies also to the sur-
rounding district that would be served if a
regional hospital were erected there. The
disappointment arises from the fact that the
published list of the towns chosen as the sites
for the provision of regional hospitals did not
contain the name of Narrogin. That is ex-
tremely hard to understand, particularly
having regard to the promises or statements
that in some instances amounted to promises,
that Xarrogin would certainly be selected as
one of the eentres for a central hospital. I
would like the Minister to say, if he is able
ta do =0, exactly what qualifications a rural
centre must have in this respeet. I do not
know that Narrogin lacks any. I do not
think it does; it possesses all the necessary
qualifieations.

There was a time when the Minister's pre-
deeessor, now the Minister for Lands, accom-
panied by Mr. Huelin, visited Narrogin en
the oceasion of the opening of the children's
ward at the loeal hospital, At that time M.
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Huelin made it very plain—he spoke with
some authority—that Narrogin could rely
upon heing one of the centres to be chosen
for a regional hospital. He made some ex-
tremely complimentary references to the gen-
eral set-up of the present hospital, its cen-
trality and the great distances north, south,
east and west from which patients ecame for
treatment at the institution. Mr. Huelin is
a man whose words should carry eonsiderable
weight, and on that occasion we were cer-
tainly entitled to understand from what he
told us that Narrogin would be one of the
chosen centres, No doubt at a later date, the
Minister will probably remember, I ar-
ranged & deputation to wait upon him from
certain Narrogin townsmen, who ultimatelv
cate to Perth. The deputation included the
editor of a chain of newspapers in the Greal
Southern, two doctors resident at Narrogin
and the mayor of the town.

At that time the published list to which
I previously referred was being examined
and Narrogin was not included among the
chosen places. Dr. Moecke and Dr, Henzell
-—My, Stitfold, the present Under Secretary,
was there at the time—both said that the list
was to be regarded as purely tentative and
that the absence of Narrogin from it was
of no consequence. They further intimated
{hat it might be anticipated that at a later
date the town would be added to the list.
That has not happened so far. The present
Minister told me in a suobsequent conversa-
tion I had with bim that little notice need
he taken of the list, whick should be re-
garded as experimental, He further said
that Narrogin might be included in it later
on. I would like the Minister to say what
the position is now, whether more towns are
to be added to the list and whether Narrogin
is likely to be ineluded.

Will the Minister intimate whether he
would still be prepared to hear the case for
the inclusion of Narrogin, and if so, whether
it would receive the consideration that is ob-
viously its due? Will he consider reeeiving
a deputation similar to the one T have al-
ready mentioned? I wonld like him to tell
me whether such a move would be of any
use. Tf he thinks il wounld, I hope he will
inform me accordingly. T have a newspaper
cuiting in my possession dealing with a de-
putation from Geraldton with regard to hos-
pital matters affecting that town. The de-



[13 NOVEMBER, 1946.]

putation included the ex-Premier, the present
member for Geraldton, and it pointed out to
the Minister that the loeal hospital was, 1
think the words used were, “in a terrible
state,” from which I drew the conelusion that
an entirely new building will have to he
erected there, It was stated at that time that
the Bunbury hospital would need, if ¥ re-
member aright, to be rcbuilt almost in its
entirety and that only lack of materials pre-
vented a start being made on the constroc-
tional work. In that respect I point out to
the Minister that at Narrogin by conirast
the hospital is only 12 years old and since it
was originally constructed has had additions
made to it. Nothing in the way of repans
is therefore required to tbe building, al-
though possibly some additions will be neces-
sary.

Having regard to the shortage of materials
and the fact that practically none would be
requited at Narrvogin if a regional hospital
were located there, the claims of that centre
for the immediate construction of a central
hospital should be very strong. He knovs
that it eaters for a very large area. Imdeed,
vnless one includes the North-West, the
Goldfields and, possibly, Geraldton, one would
not find another centre operating to which
patients are drawn from such long distances
on all sides. It will be seen, therefore, that
there is not only a natural feeling of dis-
appointment but irritation on the pari of the
residents of Narrogin when they realize that
despite all the promises and halt promises
made to them, nothing has been done. If the
Minister will spare some time {o answer the
questions I have submitted, I shall be obliged.

MR, McLARTY (Mwray-Wellington)
[3.10]: I hope the Government will start
immediately upon the building of more hos-
pitals in this State, We have heard a lot
ahout building priorities but the time has
arrived when we can justly elaim that the
provision of more hospital aceommodation
should have first priority. The position re-
warding hospital aceommodation is becom-
ing worse and that state of affairs, I am
afraid, will continue. There are several
reasons why this is so. The member for
Nedlands referred to the aged sick and
chronic cases, On aceount of free hos-
pitelisation there is & greater tendency to-
day to put chroni¢ cases info hospital and,
once they are there, it is exceedingly diffi-
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cult to get them ont. One cannot blame
those responsible for putting such cases into
hospital for they know that the patients will
be looked after there, The position arises,
bowever, that they may remain in hospital
for indefinite periods with the result that
urgent eases are deprived of beds. It is now
very many years since anything wus done
in Western Australia by way of providing
accommodation for old age patients and
thoge suffering from chronic ailments. In
fact, scant consideration has been given in
that direction.

In the general plan of hospitalisation
something has to be done to cater for those
particular classes of cases. I, too, would like
the Minister fto give us somre indieation
of when it ig likely a start will be made in
the provision of more hospital accommoda-
tion. He told us where the regional hos-
pitais are to be located. The time has also
arrived in view of the urgency of the situa-
tion when we should be told where the sub-
regional hospitals are to be established.
When presenting the Loan Estimates the
Premier said that £442,000 was being made
available for hospital work. I do not know
how much of that amount has been set aside
for new hospitals. I eertainly hope a sub-
stantial proportion will be available for
building requirements. From time to time
we hear many public speakers advocating
an increase in the birth rate. The present
conditions are not such as to encourage an
inercase in that direction. It is exceedingly
difficult to secure accommodation in a ma-
ternity hospital and only recently some of
them have had to close.

What is the use of talking about &n in-
crease in the birth rate if we have nof the
necessary hospital accomwedation for ex-
pectant mothers¥ It is not nnecommon for
women to approach people to use their in-
fluenee on their behalf in order to secure
hospital accommodation even out of their
own distriect, Something should be gaid also
about the shortage of nurses. Here again
the position does not seem to be improving.
I find that even since the war the increases
in the salaries of the nurses has not made
any appreciable difference to them. I sug-
gest to the Minister that he should try to
make a survey with a view to providing
for the future of the nursing profession.
He should get some person, preferably a
nurse, to visit the schools of the State,
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especially the secondary schools and the
larger schools, to aseertain the number of
girls who are likely to be available. 1t
could be pointed out to the pupils how
urgent is the need for nurses in this State
and they could be given a general outline
of the life that a nurse might expect.

The Minister might perhaps secure the
co-operation of the heads of the schools
in ascertaining how many girls are likely
to enter the profession. He would then
know what the position is likely to be for
some years ahend. We have been given
a number of reasons why nurses cannot he
obtained today. I am told by an auth-
oritative source that girls of the requisite
age were born in years of a very low birth-
rate—I presume that means the depression
years—and that other girls married young
during the war years, while a certain num-
ber went to America and there were the
heavy demands of industry for female
labour. Something should be dore to make
the profession more attractive. The need
for nurses is so urgent that, if it is a
matter of salary, we should increase it to
induee girls to enter the profession. When
all is said and done, it is amongst the most
honourable of all professions.

When ihe conntry was in danger from
war, we made appeals to the people and
they were answered. I believe that if an
appeal were made for girls to enter the
nursing profession, and if we pointed out
how urgent was the need and how short the
supply, the appeal would be answered. The
prezent method of staffing hospitals seems
to me to be catch-as-catch-can, A certain
hospital holding out inducements may be
able to get quite a number of nurses, while
another hospitel in still more urgent need
is unable to obtain them. That is wrong,
and something should be done about it. The
time has arrived when these nurses whe
accept employment in Government hospi-
tals and committee-Tun hospitals—the
latter are practically Government hospitals
—should be transferred from hospital to
hospital under some system. The Minister
ghould give consideration to this suggestion.

The Minister for Health:
down legislation?

Mr. McLARTY: I do not know whether
legislation is necessary; but, if so, it should
be brought down. 1 eannot see any other

By bringing
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satisfactory method of staffing hospitals
than that which I have suggested. I would
like to add a word or two about the mental
hospitals of the State. Before the war, it
was the intention of the Government to
provide accommodation in some country
distriet. I think Wokalup was mentioned,
but I have since beard—although not offici-
ally—that it is now proposed to convert
Wokalup into an agricultural eollege. If
so, perhaps the Minister would tell the
Committee whether any plan bas been
evolved for the future requirements of
mental eases. I notice in the report of the
board of visitors to the Claremont asylum
that hospital aceommodation there is also
in a bad way. The report states, in regard
to sleeping accommodation, that both hos-
pita]l wards in the female secticn are con-
siderably overcrowded and it is necessary
for some women to sleep on the floor. That
is highly undesirable and something should
be done to remedy the position,

I hope when the Minister replica
he will tell the Committee that defi-
nite plang are being undertaken for
the immediate building of hospitals.
The Minister has offered to visit my

district in the near future, I want him
then to inspeet the Pinjarra Hospital, as
to which the chief medical officer said he
would not grant it a certificate as a third-
rate boardinghouse. The Minister’s pre-
decessor knows all about that hospital. It
is overerowded and the accommodation is
hopelessly inadequate. What is worse, it
seems to get busier and thus the position
is deteriorating all the time. I hope the
Minister will make his inspection as soon
as possible and do something to alleviate
the present trouble,

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [3.22]: When
intreducing his Estimates, the Minister cer-
tainly gave us plenty to read and consider.
He mentioned the diffieulties with which the
department has to eontend, but did not in-
dieate how they were to be met. For instance,
he admitted that the hospital scheme we =t
present have is a patient-scheme and that
the hospitals are not getting anything out of
it; in faet, they are losing, but he did not
teil ns how the difficulty was to be overcome,
He also said that the doctors at the Royal
Perth Hospital objected to treating people
free who could afford to pay. He sides with
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the doctors, but again he does not say that he
is going to do anything in the matter, Per-
haps the doctors will fina]ly decide them-
selves and then the Minister will find himself
landed in some trouble.

The Minister for Health: I did indieate
to you that it was the responsibility of the
Commonwealth Government.

Mr. SEWARD: Someone else’s respon-
sibility! We have a Minister for Health and
we expeet him to look after the health of the
State.

The Minister for Health: We are not de-
pending on the Commonwealth.

Mr, SEWARD: The Minister said he was,
He also deamlt with regional hespitals. He
said it was to be assumed that the smaller
hospitals would go out of existence, but then
he pointed out that that would not be so, be-
cause patients would be taken from the
smaller hospitals to the regional hospital, be
examined and reported upon, and then re-
turned to the smaller hospitals. We shall
therefore be running patients from one hos-
pital to another and I do not think that will
improve matters. The Minister said it would
save the patients travelling 200 or 300 miles
to Perth. That remark induced me to go
into the matter of regional hospitals and [
found the position most interesting. We have
three regional hospitals—one at Bunbury,
one at Collie and another at Manjimup, all
three within a radius of 45 miles. T presume
we shall have one at Perth. The next is at
Geraldton, which is 300 miles away. But
from Geraldton to Mullewa and from Mul-
lewa to Meckatharra there is no regional
hospital at all.

Again, there is no regional hospital between
Geraldton and Northam, a step of about
400 miles, From Northam we go to Katan-
ning, 162 miles; from Katanning to Albany,
100 miles. Going in the other direction, we
proceed from Northam to Merredin and
from Merredin to Kalgoorlie, so that who-
ever drew up this wonderful scheme of re-
gional hospitals would be well advised to go
into the matter again. A more ridiculous
set-up one cannot imagine. There are five
regional hospitals between Bunbury and Al-
bany, one at Northam, one at Kalgoorlie and
another at Merredin, and then we have one
at Geraldton. Cannot we do betier than
that? It seems to me that the scheme, like
the comprehensive water scheme, was drawn
np by civil servants who have not the
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slightest knowledge of the requirements of
the country, and the sooner the Minister gets
the scheme altered the bhetter it will he for
all concerned, The member for Williams-
Narrogin might have something to say about
the fact that the regional hospital at Katan-
ning 1s 162 miles from Northam. I venture to
suggest to the Minister that he remodel the
scheme and get someone to do the work who
understands the ¢ountry conditions.

I wish to say a word or two in regard to
nurses’ conditions. The Minister szid these
are not all that one would like them to he.
Incidentally, he mentioned that the Principal
Architeet was being delayed in the prepara-
tion of plans for new buildings. Tt might be
a good idea to have a werd with the Prinei-
pal Architect and ask him to reduce his work
a little, It seems extraordinary that a plan
must be prepared for every school that iy to
be built. Surely the Principal Architeet could
prepare a model set of plans for an institu-
tion of a certain size, so that it would be un-
necessary io draw up new plans every time
a new building had to be erected. That would
at all events reduce the work of the Principal
Architect.

Mr. Cross: A pity we could not have
model members!

Mr. SEWARD: The member for Canning
would not be here in that case, The Minis-
ter made a most extraordinary statement. He
blamed the nurses because, as he said, they
would not form a union. He also said that
he had a poor idea of them because they
would not form a union,

The Minister for Health: I did not say I
had a poor idea of them. T have always beld
them in high respeect.

Mr, SEWARD: I will give (he Minister
his exzet words.

The Minister for Health: You are putting
your construction on them.

Mr. SEWARD: The Minister said, “I felt
very small to think that the nurses had so
much dignity that they put their work hefore
their remuneration.,” The Minister ought to
have felt a sense of pride in the knowledge
that we had women who placed their work
before their remuneration.

The Minister for Health: You know per-
feetly well that I did not mean it in that way.

Mr. SEWARD: The living conditions of
the nurses arc abominable; they are not even
provided with furniture. In many instances
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they were foreed to live on verandabs, with
only a blind provided to keep off the rain.
One should not expect women who have to
work at night to live under such conditions.
In many places the sleeping quarters are well
away from the hospital. That state of af-
fairs must be altered, I heard the member
for Murray-Wellington suggest that some
person should be sent fo schools with a view
to putting before the pupils the necessity for
girls to enter the nursing profession; but how
eould one expect them to answer the eall
when they are forced to live under the con-
difions I have outlined, no matter how high
the pay might be? The scheme propounded
by the Minister includes a disabilities atlow-
anee in addition o overtime pay should a
hospital be under-staffed.

The Minister for Health: Should we not
give it to them?

Mr. SEWARD: It is a stupid thing. The
men in the big unions say straight out, “We
will not work overtime.” But, beeanse the
Minister cannot establish new hospitals, he
says that nurses can do it and be paid for
the disability.

The Minister for Health: Owing to their
nobility they are doing the best they can.

Mr. SEWARD: Who, the Government?
The Minister for Health: No, the nurses,

Mr. SEWARD: We know that, The Gov-
ernment should do something for the nurses.

The Minister for Health: It is doing
everything possible for them.

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

AMr. SEWARD: The building of hospitals
will not overcome the difficulty. I would
refer the Minister to an interesting New
Zealand experience. The “Christian Science
Monitor” of the 6th July last, in comment-
ing on the objective of soeial seeurity “from
the cradle to the grave” in New Zealand had
this to say— .

It has not been an unmixed blessing. Tt was
apparently not foreseen that freo treatment
would lead the public rushing to the doector
with the smallest complaints. Similarly the de-
mand for hospital accommodation multiplied,
and gvercrowding resulted. An extensive build-
inr programme waa initiated, only to be met
with a shortage of nurees and female staff.

That is what will happen bere if more hos-
pitals are built because we have not suffiei-
ent nurses to staff the present ones. The
JMinister has already said that we will need
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another 200 purses for the new Royal Perth
Hospital, and that new nurses' quarters
would be built near it, Well, if there
i5 a worse place in the ecity in which
to build those quarters I would like to
know where it is. The hospital itself is in
a shoeking place and to expeet the nurses
to keep premises clean in a sooty place
above the railway station is expecting the
impossible.

I wish now to refer to the position at
Pingelly.  Charaeteristically enough the
Government will do nothing; it sits down
and hopes for something to turn up! Dur-
ing the war the old women, housed in the
home at Guildford, were dispersed through-
out the State and we have two of them at
Pingelly. They are not fit subjects for a
hospital; they require constant attention, On
Monday last the matron told me that she
has to get up every night to give some at-
tention to these women. They are so diffi-
enlt that some women patients have got ouf
of bed at night time and gone home rather
than stay in the hospital. I suppose those
old people are not’ really responsible for
their actions, T have on several occasions
asked that provision be made for them else-
where, and I have been told that the Minis-
ter hopes to be able to do something in the
wiy of erecting a huilding. We all know
that ihat cannot be done under flve years
at least.

‘What will happen in the meantime? Will
this hospital close up? The people will not
tolerate the position and neither will the
nmursing staff. Beranse of the extra work
imposed on the nurses, they ure going else-
where and we are reduced at the moment,
at the Pingelly hospital, to the matron. I
point out that the Governor's residence at
Albany ig let fo a doctor. Cannot the Min-
ister find something better for that build-
ing, which is in a wonderful position for the

purpose I have mentioned? I know
of another bnilding in whieh soldiers
were stalioned and  they hacked the

stairway out of it for firewood. Some-
thing better eonld be done with these
places than merely hiring them out for
a couple of ponnds a week. 1 want the
Minister to do snmething to bring ahout the
removal of the old people from the hospital
at Pingelly. The matron there has told me
that she has six or eight midwiferv eases
hooked up for the remainder of this month,
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and she has no sister to help her. Theso
problemg will not be solved by doling out
an extra 30s. a week; they must be tackled
in a broader way.

A close inquiry should be held amongst
the nurses to find out just what are the dis-
abilities that they complain of so that they
can be rectified. There is no doubt that
many of our nurses are going to the Eastern
States, even if, at the same time, a few are
coming here. I was recently talking to some
girls who went to the Eastern States be-
cause of the better conditions offering. Those
are the only matters that I wish to bring
before the notice of the Minister, but they
are urgent; particularly the distribution of
the regional hospitals, bheeause not one is
planned to be established between Perth and
Cicraldton, There should at least be one at
Moora, or thereabouts. It is not going to
he much good to a patient to be involved in
a motor trip of 150 miles to get to a regional
hospital.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [3.36]: It
seems to me that we could ecomplain of the
Health Department for so long that we could
spend the whole of the session on the one
subject. As a vesult members usnally select
cortain matters to bring to the Minister’s
notice. T believe that the position of Com-
missioner of Health is one of the most im-
portant in this State and I was glad to see,
reeently, not one but two outbursts by bim
in a really militant fashion. He attacked the
people and almost threatened them for their
neglect in a hundred and one ways. I wish
that the Government, at that time, had come
ont and supported its Commissioner, because
I am of opinion that, throughout the yenars,
the Health Department has slowly been over-
wbelmed by public apathy in many of its
duties, 1 regret to say that some years ago
# new health officer was appointed in my dis-
irict and he started in a very militant fashion
by attacking right-of-ways and other things
in the Claremont electorate. and the only
result of his trouble was that the householders
hecame outraged and went after his blood.
Within about six months he hecame a very
quiet health officer. That man has since died.

I am convinced that many of our proh-
lems are now within reach of solution. Dur-
ing my first vears in Parliament there was
practically only one question to be tackled,
namely, “How can you get the money for
this or that?’ All kinds of commissions were
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appointed and resolutions passed to deal
with that problem, but, with our recent war
experiences, that question has been shelved
and we are able to deal with health matters
in a more deliberate way than was possible
in the past. The first suggestion I make on
the health problem is that Parliament should
lead and not follow in health matters. That
would mean that everything in this building
would be the very best that we could pro-
vide, in the knowledge of modern science, so
that the people would have something to fol-
low. For instance, the Chambers in which
we do our work would be air-condifioned—
not in any luxurious way, but efficiently so
as to ensure the hest work from members
both in the cold of the winter and the heat
of the summer. The same thing should apply
to the “Hansard” reporting staoff. We could
set an example in many other directions.

Lately there has been muech changing of
front in regard to what is or what is not
healthy in the diet. For many years mem-
bers wero regaled with faets about the need
for wholemeal bread and for milk and other
such commodities. I will deal first of all with
wholemea] bread. Only recently it was stated
officially, and éver the air, that there is some
drawback to wholemeal bread. It is now
said, by those who elaim from time to time
to be experts, to be a fact, that wholemeal
bread prevents caleinm being used in the
system, and we were told over the air not
very long ago, by a well-known commenta-
tor, that all the children of Wales were, for
a time, put on wholemeal bread and that one
in every two got rickets within six months,
Yet, so far there has not been a statement
from the Minister for Health, or the Com-
missioner, as to whether there should be some
doubt cast on wholemeal bread.

I come now to the question of milk, At
present there is much controversy in another
place, and in the Press, as to whether milk
should be pastenrised. Slowly but surely it
seems to me that those who advocate pas-
teurisation are winning the day and getting
more support. The point is—and sgain I
am wrging the Health Department to take
notice—that we bave a medical assertion that
pasteurised milk is what we should have, bt
coupled with that statement is another medi-
cal assertion that eitrus fruits should also
be consumed by the people whose milk is
pasteurised. If we go down to the orchards
in the South-West we find that the fruit-
growers are receiving Government eheques
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for burying the fruit. Then we wonder why
people are still advocating, perhaps in their
ignorance, the consumption of naked milk
~—the natural milk from the cow with all its
imperfections. Perhaps it is Dbecanse they
realise that the other sort—the heated milk
—needs the fruit that is, today, being baried.
Those are ihe kind of things which make
people lose their faith in us.

There should be a econneeting up of
policies and a statement issued by the de-
partment, This is an urgent time for our
new Commissioner of Health, who has made
sueh a splendid start, to come foyward with
some turther statements dealing with these
questions in & way that the people can fol-
low. In other words, therc wounld have to
be a statement on the milk question and
many others. Of course the matter of the
burial of fruit to which I was referring just
now is a Federal one, and that is another of
our complications, The Minister for Health
could not, I suppose, undo the burial of the
fruit it he wanted to. If he attempted to start
a new policy for the general distribution of
fruit to balance the heated or pasteurised
milk, the use of which is being advoeated, it
would take him all his time to do so and he
would have a big worry on his hands that he
has not got today. We as the representatives
of the people are entitled to urge things of
this kind, to urge a connected policy in our
dietary problems as in other cases.

I now come to the question of rats. For
many years we have had the industry of
shooting rats in the dark. Sometimes there
are articles in “The West Australian” show-
how rat killers go round at night and shoot
the rodents. They do not, however, shoot
them all; there are always a few left for the
next time. We do not want that. There iz
on the market today a new form of rat killer
which I think will do the same for rats as
D.D.T. ean do, if it has not yet done so, for
flies and mosquitoes. I trust the Health De-
partment will look into this new methed of
exterminating the rodents, and not merely
allow the old system to go on which merely
deals with the matter only so far as keeping
down the number of rats iz concerned. X
realise, as I indicated before, that the people
themselves are largely to be charged with
responsibility for their neglect in health ques-
tions. Unless the Commissioner for Publie
Health receives the fullest backing in all he
has advocated in his recent outhursts, nothing
much more can follow,
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A year or two ago the then Minister for
Health brought down a comprehensive mea-
sure in an attempt fo clean up the eating
houses in Perth. Those establishments were
in a state of negleet and were an affront to
the community as well as in opposition to the
health laws of the day. I do not know
whether the present Minister for Health will
tell us that things have improved in {hat re-
spect, but I think there will be a constant job
ahead of the department in this connection.
If people began to imagine what happens in
some of these cafe kitchens, I think they
would rather stay at home and eat bread and
butter than have a meal there. 1t is not
merely a question of imagination. There are
people who are clever enough to work out a
method of obtaining a good deal of money as
a vesult of the eondition of affairs. They
mijght sit down to & meal in a restanrant, and
one of the party might snddenly eall out
“Help” or a girl in the party may scream
and then someonc opens a meat pic and in
the middle diseovers a cooked mouse. The
party then may make a claim wupon the
restanrant for this shameful neglect. Unless
strict attention is paid by the Health De-
partment fo these establishments that is the
sort of thing that ecould happen.

Now that Parliaments or Governments
have solved their main financial problems,
for it is claimed that what is physically pos-
sible is financially possible, I trust the auth-
orities will be able to give more attention te
this Vote, spend more money on it, and ap-
point more experts to handle the questions
involved with a view to linking up the various
problems whichk' are concerned with the
health of the community. Another member
referred to teeth, I would ask the Minister
for Health what his attitude is or what is
the attitude of the expert officers with re-
gard to the question of fluorine in water. In
two or three of the large citics of America
it has been discovcered that the teeth of the
people there were perfect and were hardly
causing any trouble, It was found that
fluorine was present in the water supplies.
I understand that in the United States ex-
periments are being made in 8 big way by
adding fluorine to the water that is given
to the people in the hope that lasting im-
provements may be brought about.

Problems associated with teeth have oe-
cupied the attention of dental men in Aus-
tralia for many years. I trust the Minister
will be able to give us some idea as to how
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the Government views the question of adding
fliorineg to water, and whether scmething
can be done in a small way to carry out
tesis in Western Australia. It is known that
questions ossoclated with teeth, teeth cul-
ture and the growth of bone are largely
wrapped up in eertain dispositions of
chemicals and different elements and the
proportions thereof. Such guestions eannot
be brushed aside as they have been in the
past to take their chance. During the years
I spent in Parliament I have noticed 2 great
differcnce between ourselves and the people
outside concerning our respective views on
these overall questions. Members of the
public gutside sce the problems which they
wish to be disenssed and concerning which
they desire to see improvements effected in
Parliament., Unfortunately for us when we
come here we find that the problems which
can be attacked and dealt with by the Gov-
ernment are as the stars in the sky—they
are unlimited. The most we can do is to
handie a few of the things we see in front of
us and hope for the best.

HON., J. €. WILLCOCK (Geraldton}
[3.53]: I listened with interest to the Min-
ister’s remarks as to where hospital aceom-
modation is to be provided in the various
towns. Tremendous interest is exhibited
throughout the State concerning extra bos-
pital aceommodation. Most people want to
know how long and when it will be before
such accommodation is provided. There is a
big problem eonfronting Western Australia
in regard to what we are going to do in con-
neetion with firstly homes, then hospitals,
then the requirements of industry, and then
schools, All these four items can be looked
upon as of first-rate importance. There has
lo be priority in regard to them and within
each separnte category there has to be prior-
ity in regard to the cstablishment of hos-
pitals, the homes, the industrial buildings,
and the schools, as the case may be. 1 do
not say that hospitals are the most import-
ant things, neither would anyone say that
everything should be set aside for the build-
ing of homes. We must make some reason-
able progress in all these things.

T should like to know whether the Govern-
ment has given consideration to the really
urgent necessity in Western Australia, with
the limited materials at onr disposal and the
limited number of men available, to crect
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the necessary buildings. The people of Ger-
aldton have been told that that fewn will
be a eentre for regionnl hospitals, ‘They
asked me, “When?" I say to the Minister,
“When?”’, and the Minister says to the
Under-Secretary and to the Public Works
Department, “When?' but we do not get
any reply, It is time we set a targer,
hitehed our wagon {o a star, and laid down
a programme, so that we might Enow in
what order things are going to be done.
Scheols arve very important.  Some people
in making plans for the future do not know
whether a school will be provided in the dis-
triet or whether they will have to send their
childven far afield to be cduecated.  The
same thing occurs in conneetion with hos-
pitals. It is not known whether people will
Lave to provide some kind of hospital ac.
commodation for themselves in a small way
or whether in two or three years the hospital
will be provided to cater for the reguire-
ments of the distriet,

Mr. North: Do you think a long-term
poliey should be anncunced?

Hon, J. €. WILLCOCK: Yes., We all
agrec that the most important things are the
four to whick I have referred. Within those
four eategories we ought to say what the
priority is going to be. As the member
for Geraldton, I would put hospitals first,
and the Geraldton hospital in front of other
hospitals. Apart from that parochial view,
T would say that certain buildings of general
import should be commenced first of all, and
that the people of the city and the country
distriets should be informed when it is pro-
posed to commence that building programme,
when the target we have set ourselves is
likely to be hit in respect to the many things
required to be done. It may be that
in certain districts there is unemployment
and no work for those concerned to do.
1'hose people may not want to move from
the district, but there may be a public work
which eould be started that would overcome
the diffienlty. Taking all in all, ean we
not say that so far as hospitals are con-
cerned we are going to attempt to baild
two or three cach year for the next five
vears? I understand that about a dozen
hospitals are required.

In conneetion with schools, could we not
say that we are going to build two or three
at this, that or the other place? In regard
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to industrial establishments there will be some
industries to which prefercnece should be
ziven, such as those which provide the most
remunerative employment for people. Such
establishments should be given precedence
over others. In regard to homes, we should
have a programme for the whole State anc
say that a certain number are going to be
built in this, that or the other distriet, in the
metropolitan area, or wherever it may be de-
cided to build them. At present no-onc
knows how or when those- things which are
so urgently required will be provided. The
Government  could instruet the Workers'
Homes Board to do this, that or the other,
in the order laid down. If the board were
told what the Government’s idea was in re-
gard to priority in connection with the four
items to which I have referred, great satis-
faction would be given to the people. If the
community knew that it had to wait two or
three years, it would put up with the delay,
but if it were told that in the dim and dis-
tang future they might got this, that or the
other, they are likely to become discontented,
and numerous agitations which should be un-
necessary may he brought about.

A deeision has to be made, and if it iy
made and conveyed to the people, a lot of
satisfaction will go with it. T hope that
suggestion will be adopted, and that, in re-
gard to the particular aspcet of the con-
struction of buildings to which I have re-
ferred, the Government will see that priority
is given to the most urgent needs, The pub-
tic should know in what order and wherc
hospitals will be provided. I would not say
that only regional hospitals have to be built
as yet. In some places there is a neeessity
for small sub-regional hospitals, and they
should be given greater priority than bigger
regionzl hospitals which cost a lot of money
and would sap a lot of our resources in the
way of building materials nand labour. An
announeement along those lines would give
universal satisfaction and get the Govern-
ment out of the trouble caused by the un-
certainty in the minds of people as to when
these urgent facilities can be embarked upon
in the districta concerned.

MR. HILL (Albany) [40]: I have
listened with great interest to the member
for Geraldton and would like to endorse
his remarks. The suggestion he has made
—in effect, that the Government should
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treat the local people with more confidenca
—is a very wise one. All over the State
there are public-spirited people who would
be only too glad to give their lime and in
many cases their money to assist the Gov-
ernment, but the Government does not take
them into its confidence and they do not
know what its proposals are for the various
buildings to come uwnder construetion.
During this session I have visited two
hospitals. The first was the Northam hos-
pital on the death of my father-in-law.
The matron showed me the recently con-
structed additions to the building and was
very proud indeed of the new part. I will
not offer a cheap sneer and say that
Northam got those facilities because it is
the eonstituency of the Deputy Premier.
To make such an insinuation would be most
unfair and uncalled for, but I was glad to
find one country hospital with the faeili-
ties urgently required in our main country
centres. Albany presents a different pro-
position, At Northam it was possible to
ereet the additions on the existing site and
earry out the work gradually. At Albany a
few days later, I visited my son who was
seriously ill in the hospital. The doctor

came in. The only place where he could
wash his hands was in the ward. There
was no proper sterilising room. The Al-

bany hospital is a disgrace to a ecivilised
community. When I was first elected, one
of the doctors suggested that I should make
certain arrangements with the Health De-
partment and he would do his part at Al-
bany. The idea was that he should have
a machine gun to keep the fire brigade
away and that the Health Department
should make a satisfactory insurance ar-
rangement and get a good fire. When T
put the suggestion to the Under Seeretary
for Health, he said, ‘“It is a jolly good
idea. I wish we counld do it, but the trouble
is the darned building would not hurn.’’

The Minister, a few months ago, visited
the Albany hospital and saw the deplorable
condition of it. I hope that the building
of a new hospital at Albany will be made
a very urgent priority. I fully realise that
the position is very different from that at
Northam. What was necessary at Northam
could be done in conjunetion with the exist-
ing building and as part of a long-range
scheme. At Albany the position is far more
difficult. The whole of the present build-
ing will have to be serapped and a new
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hospital erected on another site.
sent site is unsuttable.

This brings me to another aspect arising
out of a remark made by the Minister for
Works at Albany recently. He referved to
the battle of sites for the Albany Hospital.
I ean assure members including the Min-
ister that there is no hattle of sites at Al-
bany. Several sites have been suggested
and I have inspected them with the Min-
ister. Some people favour one site and
some another site, but it has not developed
into a battle or even a skirmish. One site
T visited with the Minister I favour keenly.
It is convenient, but it suffers a serious
disadvantage in that it consists of an al-
most “solid block of granite, and that site
had been turned down by the Chief Archi-
teet. I am pleased that in my town there
has been a revival of the hospital commit-
tee and that there, in common with many
other places, we have people of public
spirit who will collaborate with the Gov-
ernment. I hope the Minister will do all
in his power to collaborate with those
people and teke them into his confidence
and do his best for the centres in urgent
need of rcasonable hospital provision,

The pre-

MR. LESLIE (Mt. Marshall) [4.4]: My
chief purpose in rising is to register a pro-
test against the repeated use of a wrongful
deseription of the Hospital Benefits Agree-
ment. The Minister, when introducing his
Estimates, ropeated the statement that a per-
gon conld demand a hed in a public hospital.

The Minister for Health: Not necessarily
“demand.”

Mr., LESLIE: These were the Minister’s
words, and that was not the first oceasion
on which he had used them. I register a
protest against the constant use of that as-
sertion because it places the public m an
entirely wrong position, The faet is that
they should demand a private bed, but a
public bed is their right under the scheme.
Not only is it their right, but under ithe
scheme a person is entitled to receive 6s.
per day, or, as is set out in the agreement—

Subject to the next succeeding paragraph,
the State ghall ensure that no fees are charged
to or in respect of gualified persons oecupying
beds in a public hospital.

The onus is on the State to provide a bed
and no fee may be charged. It is mot for
the public to demand a bed, thereby imply-
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ing that they are in the position of paupers.
The Minister made the position worse by
saying there were some pecople who were
taking advantage of the public bed arrange-
ment, although they could afford to pay for
a private bed. I do not consider that those
people are taking advantage of the scheme
at all. They are merely exereising their
right, and the suggestion that they arg tak-
ing advantage of the scheme is altogether
wrong. This is ereating a wrong impression,
and many people with whom I come into
contact take strong cxeeption to it. They
say that il they are entitled to participate
in the hospital benefits scheme, they sheuld
not be placed in the position of having to
demand a public bed. It should be the other
way round; if a private bed is available, a
person should demand it.

I consider that the scheme should operate
in this way: Every person is automatieally
entifled to free hospilal treatment and no
controller of a public hospital has any right
to suggest anything different. A person
entering a hospital is entitled to a publie
bed free of charge, but if he prefers an
intermediate or private bed, he is entitled
to express that wish, T hope the Minister
will desist from repeating the statement
about people demanding a public bed. When
the scheme was first intreduced, I eriticised
the basis of it, T said that the people were
being sold a pup. The Minister's remarks on
the operation of the scheme eonfirms what
I said. This is another of those half-
baked social schemes introducing something
for which no adequate preparation had been
made by the Governments. Hospital faeili-
ties and aceommodation are insufficient to
meet the needs, as was instanced by the
Minister when be spoke of the difficuliies
arising from the objeetion of the medieal
fraternity to provide free treatment,

I sympathise with the medical men; I do
not think it was expected that they would
provide free treatment in & free hospital.
At the same time, these difficulties should
have been foreseen and provided for before
the seheme was brought in, just as the mat-
ter of the charges should have been pro-
perly arranged. The Minister said the scheme
had resulied in po saving to the State. I
said from the first that that would be the
experienee. Nor is it saving anything to the
community who, by gencrous donationg,
have been responsibie for the equipment and
maintenance of their hospitals. They are
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stili obliged fo go cap in hand to the public
asking for donations to maintain their hos-
pitals and improve the ecquipment. The
whole scheme has been one sheer bluff. It
is saving patients 6s. g day—

Hen. J, €. Wilieock: There is no bluff
about that,

Mr. LESLIE: Xo, but it iy taking the
6s. from another pocket, If the Common-
wealth contribution had been based on the
cost per patient per day, there would have
been a saving to the public and the State,

The Minister for Health: Yon would still
have to pay taxation.

Mr. LESLIE: But nowhere near the
amount we have to pay today. The distriets
that bave provided a public or a commitiee
hospital have done 50, not beeause they want-
ed something to boast about or wished to be
considered progressive communities, but be-
canse it was something cssential, and it was
provided as a result of tremendous saeri-
fices. I have been a member of a hespital
board long enough to know this. I have been
assoeiated with the crection of three hospi-
tals in country districts doring the last 20
years, 50 T know something of the sacrifices
involved.

When this generous hospital benefits
scheme was introduced—I was not a member
at the time—we anticipated that at last we
were at the end of the road where we had
constantly to call on the people to assist
the hospital funds. But the scheme has nof
hed that effect. The financial position
of some of the hospitals has improved only
becanse they, by highly efficient management,
could show a good average eollection for the
base years npon which the payment by the
Government was fixed, Others could not show
such resnlts, but that was due to no fault
of theirs. However, the benefit to them has
not been so great.

The present agreement is for five years
only, and I think it well that now, while the
scheme is in actual operation, the weak-
nesses should be pointed out to the Govern-
ment so that when the time eomes for re-
nowing the agreement or drawing up a new
one, the wrong premises upon which the
existing agreement has been based will not
be adopted. The anpoying part is to find
provision for the payment of 6s. per day
for a patient regardless of the cost, and this
provision must go. In future, adequate con-
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tributions must be made by the Common-
wealth out of the social services tax which,
goodness knows, is high cnough, and the
payment should be on the cost per patient
per day to the hospital.

Mention has been made of the King Ed-
ward Memorial Hospital and the faeilities
for maternity nursing. This is a matter that
I believe is causing the Minister some worry.
Whether it is causing bim as mueh concern
as the position warrants is a matier for bis
own conscience but, in my opinion, the de-
plorably limited amount of accommodation
for maternity cases is something that de-
mands the urgent atlention of the Govern-
ment, even if the solution of the problem
involves the acquiring of premises of a
temporary pature. Only during the last week
we have had Press reports of the number
of expectant molhers unable to find acecom-
modation in nursing homes in order that
their children might be born under proper
conditions; and we are facing a position
under which we are likely to go back to the
old Sarey Gamp days, and have mothers
lying-in in their own homes. That would be
8 deplorable state of affrirs, but the indica-
tions are that it is likely to happen, beeause
accommodation for maternity enses is lack-
ing everywhere. It may be that, because of
circumstances associated with the war, the
potential or immediate birthrate shows a
steep rise; but I am hopefu] that that steep
rise will be maintained.

We talk about populating our country.
God forbid that we should have to Iook out-
side to foreign nations for people with whom
to populate this country beceuse our own
people are not encouraged to populate it
with their kith and kin! There are no
immigrants like the babies of our own Aus-
tralians and I would sooner see the country
unpopulated than bring in people from some
foreign countries and endeavour to build up
a hybrid race with them. If the Government
hopes to see the birthrate maintained at
least somewhere near its present encouraging
figure, the only way it can be done is for
mothers, and particularly young mothers, to
have the best facilitics available in these
modern days. I think that even now the
Miuister’s department might well consider
the possibility of providing some temporary
accommedation rather than have the position
arise under which mothers will have to re-
main in their own homes to have their babtes,
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with all the attendant difficulties and dangers
conneeted with that system.

Annther important matter of which I wish
to spezk comcerns regional hospitals. I do
not want to diseourage the Minister and his
department from establishing such institu-
tions, though I am disappointed to discover
from the Minister’s speech that they are to
be more of a diagnostic nature than any-
thing else. But I want to make certain that
in its aim to establish these regional hos-
pitals, the department will not adopt the
attitnde of diseouraging existing hospitals
that arc anxious to provide extensions to
their accommodation, or to add to their
equipment. I do not want to sec the position
arise—and I am afraid that is the fear in
the minds of quite a number of hospital
boards with which I am associated—that
hospital boards will feel that any suggestion
they might submit to the Government for
building extensions or additional equipment
will cither be turned down or discouraged,
beeause the Government does not consider
thoso extensions or added equipment war-
ranted in view of the possibility of a re-
gional hospital being established somewhere
within 200 or 300 miles,

Taking my own area, there are people
who have to travel to these small hospitals,
as they are ecalled, double the distance that
the Minister mentioned as being that which
it was expected paticnts would have to travel
to regional hospitals. There are people who
journey from 80 to 90 miles to those small
hospitals for medical treatment, and it is
essential that those small hospitals shounld
be able to provide the maximum modern
treatment possible without the neeessity for
people to go to the regional hospitals. I
agree with the establishment of regional
hospitals; but do not let us get the idea that
they are the be-all and end-all of hospital
accommodation in country areas, It might
be all right in Victoria, where the country
could be put on one’s thumbnail; but in a
State like this the more of these small hos-
pifals we can provide and equip the better
it will be for the health of the people, and
the more it will encourage people to go out-
back and be content to remain there, secure
in the knowledge that, whatever happens to
them, adequate medical treatment will be
available. :

After sll, when we first started hospitals
outback, the main idea, apart from provid-
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ing maternity facilities, was to establish a
place where any person who had the mis-
fortune to meet with an accident could re-
ceive medical attenfion which might result
in the saving of a life. We realised that
this might mean that p hospital would have
to remain almost empty for months or years
on end; but it also meant peace of mind for
the people of the district in which the hos-
pital wag situated to know that if anything
happened to them or members of their fami-
lies, there was an institution which they
could reach speedily, and where facilitios
were available that would give every pos-
sible chance of recovery to the poor unfor-
tunate vietim of an accident. That is why
we built those hospitals, and that is why
we won public support. We went to people
angd asked them what it would be worth to
them if their husbands or wives or children,
as the case might be, met with an accident
and, instead of having to travel 200 or 300
miles, they had to go only about 20 miles to
receive medical attention and the hest of
nureing straight away. The peoople said
they had never thought of it from that angle
and they contributed gencrously to the
establishment of the hospitals.

We Qid not eount the cost of mainten-
ance; but the people have maintained the
hospitals through the years, and the more
facilities of that kind we can provide the
more contented are the people going to be
outback, and the easier will it be to induce
others, and particulavly young married
people that we need there, to live in the
country and help us to develop it as
we desire it to be developed. I have
said all this because the Wyalkatchem
bospital board has in mind the expansion of
its buildings and has requested the depart-
ment to supply plans for a large hospital
which we know have been in existence for
20 or 30 years. According to the informa-
tion I have received, while the plans have
not actually been refused, there does not ap-
pear any anxiety on the part of the depart-
ment to make them available. Whatever
construction they undertake, the people at
Wyalkatchem want it to be in accordance
with the plans of the completed scheme; but
we feel that, because the plans are not being
made available as readily as we could wish—
and we cannot see why they should not have
been sent immediately by the first return
mail—there is an attitude on the part of
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the department that it must not be too gen-
erous and let the people extend their hos-
pital accommodation, because it is proposed
to provide regional hospitals at Northam
and Merredin,

We feel that the attitude of the depari-
ment is, “Why should these people have
more wards and rooms and additional
beds#  But if people are prepared to pro-
vide such things for themsclves, I say let
them do it; and members of the Gov-
ernment should hold their hands over
their heads and say, “God Dbless you!
We are glad to see that the spirit
that existed in the past is siill alive;
because, while it exists, we can be sure we
will have a State that will make progress
instead of having diffieulties to confront
such as we are meeting every day.”

MR. WATTS (Katanning} {4.25]: I
cordially agree with the remarks made
earlier by the member for Geraldton eon-
cerning the position that exists, and appar-
ently must continue to exist, in regard to
public buildings in this State, of which
hospitals form a very important part. It
seems to have been a matter of Govern-
ment policy during the war to raise a
lively anticipation in the minds of the
people as to what was going to happen in
the post-war peried and, I might say, very
early in the post-war period. Grandiose
schemes and plans of one kind and an-
other have been given publicity in the Press
and from public platforms and by other
media, and now we find, some 15 or 16
months after the cessation of hostilities,
that we are making no progress towards
the attainment of those goals which the
publie were led to believe would be
achieved in a short time. There is no ques-
tion about thaf.

Regional hospitals form one portien of
those scintillating plans to which I have
referred, and regional hespitals come dis-
tinetly under the Medical Depariment and
the Minister for Health. Therefore I will
ondeavour to confine my remarks to re-
gional hospitals; although, when I do that,
it may be taken that I am considering other
types of buildings included in these plans
which are of equal, if not in some instances
of greater importance. Over a long period
of years we have talked about regional
hospitals, and today there is ahout as mueh
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prospect of our starting them, unless we
saerifice something else, as of flying to the
moon—and that is not yet humanly pos-
gible, I am given to understand. 1 say that
the public is entitled, as the member for
Geraldton suggested, to be given now some
reasonahle statement as to what they may
anticipate in regard to the necessities of
their various distriets and/or eoncerning
the carrying out of the plans put before
thern that have made them regard the
things included in those plans as among the
necessities.

The Minister for Lands: The member for
Ceraldton was Treasurer during most of
that time. Did be tell you that?

Mr. WATTS: He did not need to tell
me; I was sufficiently acquainted with the
cireumnstances of the past two years to be
aware of it. But the hon. gentleman has
apparently discovered from the cross-
benches what was not guite so elear when
he occupied a seat next to the Minister for
Lands. I do not blame anyone for chang-
ing his mind if eircumstances are such as
to warrant a change; and I think it is sat-
isfactory that the member for Geraldton,
having no doubt studied the matter for 12
months or so from another angle, has come
to the same conclusion as I have, though
he might have expressed his feelings in
rather more moderate terms. The fact ve-
mains that it is high time people were
taken into the confidence of the Govern-
ment and that the Government set to work
to lay down a time-table under whieh some
of these contemplated works will be pul
into effeet.

If that is not done, the Government wili
lay itself open to a charge of colossal bluff
in regard to these matters over the period
of recent years; hecause at the moment
there is sbsolutely no prospect from the
point of view of building materials and
labomr of any regional hospital or any
other hospital, so far as I can see, heing
erected in this State unless we are pre-
pared substentially to saerifice some other
most important aspect of building, both
private and public. So I trust that the
timely and weleome words, so far as I am
concerned, of the member for Geraldton,
will receive the serious and early considera-
tion of the Government so that there mav
no longer exist in the minds of the people
that agitation to which he referred but that
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they may be able to scttle down lo carrying
out some plan soundly hased and likely to
be completed over a period of years, which
plen will indieate when and where parti-
cular operations will take place, so that
every district requiring these considera-
tions will receive them in that order of
priority which the difficulties and require-
ments of those particular distriets render
most necessary.

I would like also to join with the mem-
her for Murray-Wellington, in the remarks
he made concerning the shortage of nurses.
Here again we ave obviously in an extremely
diffieult posttion. I do not know what are
the exact figures as to the shortage of nurses
at present, but they most run into the
vieinity of 150 for the stafling of existing
hospitals, and including the matrons required
tor those instilutions. A long period of train-
ing is required and therefore, no matter how
aetive may be the efforts indulged in today
to aequire trainees and fit them to fill the
vaeant positions, there will be a hiatug of
from two to three years before the situation
can effectively be dealt with. In the mean-
time the position, if we are to judge from
what has happened in recent months, is like-
ly to become much worse than it has been.
While hospitals in country districts are today
either eclosed or in danger of closing, or
struggling on agminst adversity with short
staffs and other difficulties, there is every
prospect that more and more hospitals will
be closed or will reach that position before
the lag ean be taken up. I feel disposed to
agree with the member for Murray-Welling-
ton that & public appeal should be made to
those who have been trained, but who are
not now employed in the profession, to come
forward and assist, for the time being at
least, in remedying the situation that exists,
and that is likely to become worse.

Mr. McLarty: A public appeal for young
girls, also.

Mr. WATTS: Yes, girls to become
trainces. That would be part of the long-
term plan. As ihe member for Murray-
Wellington is convinced, so am I convineed
that there are public spirited people in our
community, if this proposition was put to
them plainly and on a patriotic basis—be-
cause it really amounts to that—who world
come forward and endeavour to remedy the
positiop that exists. If that is not done, I
contemplate the situation of people in the
raral districts, more particularly, with con-
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siderable trepidation, from the aspect of
hospitalisation. I know the Minister is sym-
pathetic to the various difficulties that have
been put before him, some of which I dis-
cnssed with him at length on Saturday last,
during 2 journey which he undertook, but it
is clear to me, as it is to bim, that no mat-
ter how sympathetic he may be, sympathy
alone will not achicve the results that must
o sachieved,

We talk glibly of the need for decentrali-
salion, and it is a matter not only of Gov.
ernment poliey, but of the poliey of us all,
vet we assigt in its achievement hy doing
little or nothing, it would appear, about a
state of affairs that is definitely tending to-
waords cenirnlisation, and that can do no-
thing less, in the ecurse of the next three or
four years at least. So, while it is not plea-
sant to have to contemplate a new outlook
altogether on the questivn of employment,
and while it may still be desirable to ad-
here closely to awards, it seems to me that
the necessity of the moment is to get suffi-
cient staff. We must not allow ourselves to
be hamstrung by restrictions of that nature,
it it ean be shown in any sect of cases that
the necessities of the area concernoed ave very
great, and that by going outside such things
as awards, and offering more attractive con-
ditions the staff can, for the time being,
be obtained.

It is in the interests of us all to see that
the hospitalisation of this State does not be-
come any worse. Ve have talked glibly of
the vast improvement, hut the position we
have got into is such thai it has retrogressed
by comparisou with the period before the
war. From the point of view of service and
satisfaction it is worse today than it was ten
vears ago, If that is to be the result of
planning and propaganda, the less we have
of them the more service it will be to the
community, but I am aware that there are
other things that bave to be taken into con-
sideration as leading up to the present posi-
tion. I say we should Yet no restrictions
stand in our way if, by going beyond them
and making conditions more favourable, we
can for the time being overeome the diffi-
culty,

I do not sappose there is any matter cum-
ing under the jurisdietion of the Minjster
who introduced these Estimates that is of
more importance today than the proper staff-
ing and effeetive management of hospitals
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in country aress of this State. T believe
there are approximately 96 such hospifals,
and that the majority of them are under-
staffed, and that when the new award—which
I understand is to come into operation—
comes into force, the position today, bad
thongh it is from the point of view of staff-
ing, will become worse, because there will
be slightly shorter hours to be worked, and
to maintain the same standard there must
in consequence be an increased number of
persons employed during the week, and
those persons are simply not available. It
will involve also—and here we add to the
problem to which I referred, namely, build-
ings—the question of increased aecomtno-
dation for the increased staff. As Samuel
Pepys said, in the diary which I am sure
most members bave read, “What the end of
it all will he the Lord knows.”

It is the duty of the Government to take
the people into its confidence, and I
think I am safe in saying there is
no member of this House, and certainly no
moember on this side of the House, who
would not be prepared to the limit to give
his eo-operation personally, and publicly in
this House, in any effort that can be made
to remedy the situation. I believe the
proper course to have pursued, as I sug-
gested from these benches during the war,
was to have called for the eollaboration of
members of the House together with Minis-
ters in dealing with these particular prob-
lems which most of us foresaw, to some
degree at least, in the offing, and in which
it was in my opinion right and proper that
all publie representatives should take some
share, in an endeavour to arrive at a solu-
tion, The proposal of that charaeter, deal-
ing with things far wider than those eon-
cerned with the Department of Health and
medical services, was rejected by this Legis-
lature and in the net result we, and those
outside—to the degree that they should
have been—have not been consulted, We
have not been given the opportunity of mak-
ing such a contribution, towards the c¢o-ord-
ination of an attack on these problems, ay
might bhave been made. That is to be re-
gretted, but today the position is that a
solution bas to be found and the duty of
finding it rests on the Government, to which
I submwit the grave need for early aetivity
in this department.
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MR. ABBOTT (North Perth) [440]: I
agree with the member for South Fre-
mantle, who stressed the necessity for some
great effort being made for the prevention
of tuberculosis, I was interested to hear
what the Minister for Heaith had to say
in this conunection, because this disease is
said to be one of the major social cvils
existing today. T believe the loss to the
community is much greater than is ordi-
narily realised, because so many people suf-
fering from T.B. are incapable of giving
their full services to the community, The
Minister may have read in the Press a short
time ago, as I did, of a woman with two
young children being examined, and found
to be guffering from T.B. I think the two
children were under five years of age. When
they were examined they were both found
to have confracted the disease, presumably
from the mother. Every effort should be
made to locate sufferers as early as pos-
sible and to see that children are not con-
taminated at an early age.

It has heen suggested at times that the
disease is inherited, but that is againat
scientific principles. The reason for that
theory was that generation after genera-
tion was found to be suffering from the
disease, As it takes sometimes 10 or 12
years to develop to a stage where signs of
it become apparent, the parents suffering
from it may pass it to their children, who
may in turn pass it to their children before
it becomes known. As I see it, the ma-
jor problem today is to prevent sufferers
infecting those associated with them. That
can only be done if they are able fo live
and work under proper conditions. At pre-
sentt there is no suitable arrangementin this
State for anyone suffering from the disease
not to have to face the full economic and
nompetitive stresses of life. Special indus-
tries have been established in South Aus-
tralia to enable sufferers to work under con-
ditions that are not fully eompetitive, and
I would like the Minister to consider
whether something along those lines could
be done in this State. It is already done
for the blind, who are able to make a living
under special tuition and conditions.

Mr, Needham: With Commonwealih help.

Mr. ABBOTT: The Commonwealth sub-
sidy would be a good thing. That is one
of the major steps that must be taken
to give security to sufferers and free
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them from the worry of supporting
their families, and to place them under
proper conditions where they can take
the medical precautions necessary to
prevent the disease from spreading.
It may he that an enlargement of the settle-
ment in the hills where they wounld be handy
to the hospital for treatment and yet could
work in some industry that could be estab-
lished there would fil] the hill. Their fami-
lies could live there and be watched so that
no forther infection could be spread. I real-
ise that this conld only be done with the ex-
penditure of much money. However, the
policy should be lnid down ns soon as pos-
sible and legislation introduced to further it
if nccessary. If that were done, then at
the appropriate time effect could be given
to that policy.

It is dreadful to think that today doctors
recognise that suiferers from this disease
should be dealt with along the lines I have
indieated, yet their patients cannot be taken
from the industries in which they are em-
ployed nor have they any means, were they
so removed, with which to support
their families as they have hitherto.
To think that men snffering from this
disease are still permitted to handle
foodstuffs and to work in restaurants,
tea shopy and so forth, is dreadful. It
Aarouses my imagination as it must that of
anyone else who gives this great problem
any major thought. I know the Minister 19
very keen to do all he can in this matter.
He fully appreciates the urgency of it, and
my remarks are made in the hope that they
may in some small way tend to strengthen
public opinien te assist in remedial work
being carried out in the near future,

THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
E. Nulsen—Kanowna—in reply) [447]: I
shall be as brief as 1 ean in replying to the
debate. I desire to make it clear that I
regard much of the critieism today as help-
ful, and the Government js looking for col-
laboration. Ministers desire to take mem-
bers inlo their confidence and, as Minister
For Health, I shall always invite diseussion
of henlth matters by members or by any de-
putation they may introduce. I do not want
it thought that the Government does not
desire to take members of Parliament or the
public generally into its confidence.  The
contrary is the position.
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With regard to the Old Men’s Home, which
was mentioned by the member for Nedlands,
I feel that sinee the deputation waited upon
me to diseuss the matier we have done every-
thing possible to improve the food supply.
We appointed an additional cook and in-
strueted the superintendent to provide all
the food that is necessary, ensuring that it
containg the necessary vitamins and so on.
W realise that the old people who arc in
the home have done a wonderful job and
have blazed the trail for those of us who
are here today,

I am afraid that not many of the present
generation realise what these old people did
in the past. The Government is eériamnly
sympathelie and will do everything possible
to provide them with what is necessary. A~
the member for Nedlunds pointed out, the
hospital at the Old Men's Home is clean and
hus Leen a wonderful boon to the inmates.
Certainly, the medical officer in charge re-
ceives a small remuneration, but he is satis-
fied to do the work and is glad to under-
take it. I have been informed that everything
that any man eculd possibly do in rendering
medienl or surgical aid is gladly rendered
by the medieal officer at the institution, I
often wonder whether the member for Ned-
lands and others in the legal profession would
da in their sphere what some of the doctors
have undertaken with regard to honorary
work. The doctors are very pleased to du
it.

With regard to the medical officer at the

hospital at the Old Men's Home, I
feel it is a reflection upen him that
anyone would suggest that he would

render anything less than the best pos-
sible service for the small remuneration
that he receives. His work is particularly
helpful with regard to the sympathetic treat-
ment he extends to the patients and the
enthusiasm and interest he takes in his pro-
fession. I ean state emphatically that 1 have
received no complaints whatever in regard
to the hospital. As {o cheeseparing, there
has heen none of late of which I am aware.
As a matter of fact, the Government sent
the present superintendent to the Fastern
States to ascertain the conditions under which
the old men are treated elsewhere and to
get new ideas. He has returned with a lot
of information and the Government intends
tu carry out somne of the suggestions he has
made. In general, it ean be said that the
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Government has not lost sight of the neces-
sity to conserve the interests of the old men
and is doing everything it possibly can to
assist them. Some of them do make some
contribution towards their upkeep, but the
amount received does not nearly cover the
whole of the expenditure.

As to better provision for individuals
suffering from mental ailments, there is no
other place just now where we can send them,
The cases mentioned are not bad ones bunt
consideration is being given to making pro-
vision for these subnormal persons, It will
take some time hefore that can bhe accon-
plished, With regard to the comments by the
member for Pilbara, as soon as the gervices
of 5 doctor can he procured, one will be
sent to Port Hedland. The Government
recognises that it is necessary for a medieal
service to he available there. The trouble
is that there is & great scarcity of doctors
and so far we have not been able to secure
one. As to the establishment of a small
hospital at Nullagine, we will investigate
that matter. [ readily acknowledge that we
should have a nurse or some other gualified
person stationed at that centre to deal with
emergency cases. The people outback are
those who are developing the country, and
we must provide what assistance is possible.
I quite appreciate that at Nullagine there
may be married persons who might require
adviee from time to time, It might be
found possible to semd a irained nurse
there to deal with accidents or other urgent
matters,

The member for South Fremantie, to-
gether with the member for Nedlands, ae-
companied a deputation to me to deal with
various health matters, and I ean assure
them that the Government has tried to ecarry
out the recommendations advanced on that
oecasion. The Premier himself has taken
a preat interest in the situation regarding
the seareity of doctors, and at his instiga-
tion the professor of medicine from the Mel-
bourne University recently visited Perth and
snbmitted a report regarding the establish-
ment of a medical achool at the University
of Western Australia. His recommenda-
tions will be considered later on and prob-
ably effeet will be given to them. We feel
that something must be done hecause the
shortage of doectors is Australia-wide and
does not apply in Western Australin alone.
Students who do their first year medicine
at our university cannot secure acecommo-
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dation at universities in the Eastern States
in order to complete their course, An excep-
tion is the Adelaide University which will
take a number of them.

Members will recolleet that I recenily
introduced the Anatomy Act Amendment
Bilt, the object of which was to assist in
the training of our young men who will
continue their course at the Adelaide Uni-
veraity. It will he seen therefore that the
Government has by no means overlooked
these medieal matters. The position regard-
ing school children has also received atten-
tion. Great diffieulty is experienced in
seeuring dentists,. We could well do with
haif-a-dozen or more dentists, whereas we
have only two dealing with this phase of
health work. The reason we cannot get them
is that it is not possible to do so. When
I introduced the Health Hstimates, I
stressed the position regarding tuberenlosis.
Refercnee has been made to a new drug that
is used in the treatment of tubereulous
patients, but I confess I know nothing about
it, T will make inquiries in that regard
and secure all the information possible.

The member for Subiaco referred to the
position of subnormal children. The diffi.
culty is that we have no place where we
can accommodate them other than at the
Claremont Mental Hospital, Consideration
has been given to making provision for them
in the near future, but owing to the serious-
ness of the building sitnation T am not in a
position to make any promises as to when
the matter will be deali with. In presenting
the Estimates 1 dealt with the position at
the King Edward Memoria]l Hospital for
Women. We know the seriousness of it and
the Government has done everything pos-
sible to meet the situation. The Principal
Architect has heen very busy and his plans
are just about ready. The sooner we can
get on with the job the better pleased will
he the Government. With respect to the
examination of school children by doctors,
the 'Commissioner of Public Health has
taken that matter up and everything pos-
sible is being done. A nurse with specinl
qualifications with respect to the eye haa
been employed and she is doing her best to
assist the children under that heading,

Then again, the member for Subiaco
also  suggested that the Government
should supply junior childrern with half-
a-pint of milk daily during the eur-
rency of the present strike. I ecannot



[13 NovexBer, 1946.]

answer her questions in that regard. Con-
sideration will have to be given to the mat-
ter. The member for Narrogin referred
to the problem regarding regional hospitals.
An expert committec has been dealing with
that matter and has made a thorough in-
vestigation of the position on the spot. Tn
addition to officers of the Adepartment, re-
presentatives of the British Medical Asgso-
ciation have inspected all the suggested sites
and pave consideration to Narrogin as well.
In their opinion the time is not opportune
for a regional hospital to be established at
that centre but later on as Narrogin de-
velops and the position is casier regarding
materials, more consideration may be given
to its claims.

My, Doney: Is that as far as they go$

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH:; That
is as far as they can go. They are not
unsympathetic but they are experts and
have given every consideration to the mat-
ter. So far they have not been able to agree
that Narrogin should be immediately made
a regional district.

Mr. Doney: Then what becomes of the
constant assertion that the list was purely
tentative and that Narrozin might expect
inclusion hefore the list was finalised?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
list is more than tentative, for those areas
mentioned have been declared. Now the
committee will be econsidering another list
and Narrogin will be one of the centres
dealt with. The member for Murray-Wel-
lington spoke with regard to the necessity
of building hospitals. The Government bas
given consideration to it. A large sum was
placed on the Estimates for the purpose.
The hon. member knows as well as T do
that at present it is impossible to build all
the hospitals required. If we were to under-
take at once fo build all our hospitals re-
requirements, we would probably have to
spend between £2,000,000 and £3,000,000;
and, even if we had the amount avnilahle,
we could not spend it because of the lack
of building materials and searcity of
manpower.

Hon. N. Kecnan: How long do you think
it will takef

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: That
is beyond my estimation, I would say,
however, that it will be five or six years
before the regional hospitals are anywhere
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near completion. It has been suggested that
o eub-regional hospital should be built at
Pinjarra. I think the Minister for Lands,
when Minister for Health, made that sug-
gestion,  Unquestionably, the Pinjarra Hos-
pital should be rebuilt and we are giving
consideration to the matter. However, we
cannot do the impossible. With regard to
the shortage of nurses, the position s not
pecutiar to this State; it prevails all over
Australia and in nearly every couniry of
the world, At the present time 76 per cent.
of our hospitals have under 10 beds and
consequently it is extremely difficnlt for us
to train enough nurses to make up the
lag, as well as to meet present and future
Tequirements.

Mr, McLarty: What about aceepting my
suggestions?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: They
will be considered and I will have inquiries
made. The trouble is that if we sent some-
one to the sehools mentioned by the hon.
member with a view (o inducing girls to
enter the numsing profession, we could not
train all those who would offer. The re-
sponse today is good. Our problem is to
train them, as we have only a few large
bospitals and only some of these are suit-
able for iraining nurses. I feel sometimes
that the member for Pingelly ig not quite
reasonable.

Mr. Watts: That ig the most unreasun-
able suggestion T have heard today.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: If he
were in my position, he would have a dif-
ferent tale to tell. He would be one of the
humblest men to be found in the State.

Mr. Watts: It certainly would be n dif-
{erent tale from yours,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: In
any case, I assure the member for Pingelly
that the Government is aware of the posi-
tion. With respeet to regions]l hospitals, I
may tell him that these have been considered
by experts, who have gone fully into the
matter. The plan is not mine or the depart-
ment’s, but the British Medical Assoecia-
tion’s. The members of that association
made recommendations that were quite uo-
hiased and free from any political influence.
Regional hospitals are proposed for Bun-
bury, Collie and Manjimup. These towns
are not far spart, but the suggzestion was
made by the medical profession because of



1958

the population of the towns and the indus-
tries carried on, in and around them. There
are many things which must be taken into
consideration in making these decisions,
things of which members may not be aware.
I would like them, before they criticise,
to be fully armed with information as to
the requirements of these various places.
The member for Pingelly accuscd the
Giovernment or myself of sitting down and
doing nothing. I deliberately say to him
that that is not right. Indeed, it is not
fair. If the hon. member sat down as liltle
a5 the members of the Ministry did, he
would not be so inelined to eriticise us as
he sometimes dees. The matter of a hospi-
tal for the old women of the State hns
been under consideration for some time, but
we have not been able to proceed with it
Recently plans have heen prepared and il
is anticipated that the women will be
brought into C(tuildford and kept theve,
Some of the worst patients—the bed pati-
ents—will he transferred to another plave.
It is anticipated that the new building for
the old women will be erected in about tweo
vears' time. That is something we wish to
proceed with, in order to give these poor
old people some comfort. The Prineipal
Architeet has assured us that the building
will be completed in a little over two years,
unless something unforeseen happens.

Mr, McLarty: You want annther home
something like the Home of Peace.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes.
It is to be hoped that the old women will
have peace when they get to the new home.
I ecan assure the member for Clarcmont
that the Commissioner of Pulic Health is
a live wire and leaves no stone unturned so
far ag the health of the State is concerned.
He nalls a spade a spade and gets work
done. He has had a thorough inspeection
made of the hotels so far ns his limited
staff will permit, and every consideration
has been given to the lavatory and bath-
room accommodation. A special permit
bhas heen issued by the Workers’® Homes
Board, The hon, member said that Parlia-
ment should show a good example. I agree
with him to a large extent. Had Parlia-
ment shown a good example we would have
a better Parliament House than we have
today, with more accommodation. I should
bave liked during the depression period to
see £200,000 or £300,000 spent on Parlia-

[ASSEMBLY.]

ment House, because then we had the ma-
terials and manpower available. Unfortu-
nately, there was a different psychology in
those days, although I am afraid we might
ind the same psychology if we decided to
spend such & huge sum of money.

Mr. Leslie: You should not jump te such
vonclusions,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I do
not jump to conelusions. I have knoeked
around the world for a long time, much
longer than has the member for Mt, Mar-
shall. The Commissioner of 1*ublic Health
has also had a thorough inspection made
of restaurants and boarding-houses and
directions have heen given to the pro-
prietors to put their house in order. The
member for Geraldton spoke of the hospital
accommodation in that town, We are quite
aware of the conditions; the Government
has a master programme that will be
hrought into cffeet as soon as building ma-
terials and manpowcr are available. The
first regional hospitals will probably be
built at Geraldton, Bunbury and Albany.
Of course, other hospitals need attention,
including many of the smalil hospitals. The
(iovernment has set itself a target, but ean-
not do anything until, as I have said, huild-
ing materials and manpower are available.
The member for Albany complained that
the Government does not take the people
mto its confidence. I think the Government
does so.

No Minister has ever denied a hearing
to a deputation intreduced by members of
Parliament, nor has any Minister refused

‘s deputation by members of the publie.

The hon. member made veally a false state-
ment, though probably not meaning to do
so. We want to take the people into our
canfidence; we want their advice and we
shall do the best we possibly can, because
we represent all the people of the State
and not morely the people of any
pavtienlar eloctorate.  The hospital at
Albany is in a had state and we
will do what we can to help in that
direction. Some odds and ends ean be
attended to, bat it will be some lime before
we can proceed with the major building.
The member for Mt. Marshall spoke about
public beds. Any person may go into a
public hospital and ask for or demand a
publie bed; or he can ask for an inter-
mediate bed or a private bed. The phrase-
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ology really does not matter. Any person,
irrespective of his station in life and ir-
respective of his finaneial position, ean de-
mand- a public bed in a public hospital. If
there is an intermediate or a private bed,
he can ask for either, but if there is no
intermediate or private bed he ¢an demand
a public bed.

Mr, Leslie: That is the only time he ean
demand it.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Not
demand it, but ask for it. He is entitled
to it under the law of the Commonwealth
and the State.

Mr. Leslie: Why not adopt the atfitude
that he is automatically a public bed patient,
unless he says otherwise,

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: He
knows he is,

The Minister for Lands: There is an aris-
tocracy in regard to hospital beds in the
same way as there is an aristocracy in re-
gard to anything else.

Mr. Leslie: There is a serions difference.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
King Edward Hospital will have first prior-
ity. Everything possible will be done there.
We want population and we realise the ur-
geney and the necessity of providing more
hospital aceommodation for our women. The
small hospitals will not suffer becanse of
our intending fo develop regional hospitals.
Everything will be done to give the small
hospitals all that they may reasonably re-
quire. The Leader of the Opposition spoks:
on similar lines fo those of the member for
Geraldton in regard to regional hospitals.
I have not seen the Katanning Hospital.

The Minister for Lands: It is a very nice
little hospital.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I do
not know whether a regional hospital will
be crected there for a few years fo come.
However, it has been definitely deeided thai
a regional hospital will be ereeted there; it
i< only a matter of materials and manpower.

Mr. Watts: That is a simple little matter,

The MINISTER FOR BEALTH: I will
deal now with the shortage of nurses, It
takes a Jong time to train a nurse, and there
will be a hiatus before we can get some
trained, but every effort is being made to
cope with the position. It has been said that
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many of our nurses are going to the Eastern
States, Well, some of them are, but thers
are a few coming here from the Bastern
States. It is just a matter of adventure;
they are moving about. Conditions in the
Eastern States are no better than they are
in Western Australia. The position of the
nursing profession is no worse in this State
than it is in Tasmania or Victoria. "When
introducing these Estimates I stated that in
Melbourne some of the hig hospitals had
closed because of lack of staff. We have had
no large hospitals close here, but unfortun-
ately gome of the small ones have.

The member for North Perth touched on
the matter of tubereulosis and said it was
a major social evil, I agree. It is some-
thing that we can deal with, and the Govern-
ment is out to do the best it can. This dis-
ease is not hereditary, but it is highly infec-
tious and we feel it is more dangerous thar
leprosy. It is certainly doing a lot of harm
to our population. There are at least 170
deaths a year from fubercnlosis and there
are many people who are not in hospital who
should be receiving proper treatment, The
position is very serious, I assure members
that we want their co-operation and confi-
denece and we do not want to demy anyone
our collaboration at any time when the hos-
pitalisation or the health of the community
is affected,

Vote put and passed.

Yote—Public Health, £60,014; Mental Hos-
pitals and Inebriates, £153,960—agreed to.

Vote—Native Affairs, £60,000

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (Hon. A. A. M. Coverley—Kimber-
ley) [5.18]: This item covers the Estimates
of the Depariments of Native Affairs, Har-
bour and Lights, and Fisheries and, as in the
case of the others, they are inereasing slightly
each year. The Department of Native Af-
fairs has an increased Estimate because of
the general increase in staff, the reclassifiea-
tion of field officers and the inereases in the
latest nurses’ award. The revenue is net
expeeted to improve, mainly beeanse of
drought conditions in the North-West. Those
conditions have interfered with eattle sales
from the Moola Bulla Government cattle
station. Tt was a dry vear there, and we
were foreed to cancel one mob of 700 bul-
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locks which, at an aversge price of abou!
£5 a head, meant a large decrease in the
rovenue. The dry season also affected
our peanut crop at Munja, another native
settlement, The peanut crop was almost a
totel failure. The few peanuts we were able
to barvest were only sufficient to provide
seed for next season and a certain amount
of food for the natives, which is the usual
procedure. We had no peanuts for sale at
all. The remainder of the department’s ac-
tivities arc going along quite satisfactorily,
and I think some progress has been made.
The aectivities at Carolup and Moore
River, our two main institutions, have been
held ap through lack of artisans and
materials, When speaking on the Estimates
two years ago, I pointed out that the Moore
River Scttlement was not in g satisfactory
arca, and that it was the Government’s policy
to get an adjunct to the Moore River Settle-
ment in the Merredin distriet. The idea was
to separate the various classes of natives.
The Moore River Scttlement is situated in
very poor counfry, and little can be done to-
wards making it self-supporting. The Gov-
ernment purchased a farm & few miles from
the settlement, and it has been an asset in
the matter of production of vegetables.
Quite a large amount has been produced on
the new farm, But another place was neces-
sary to provide for the betler-class natives,
firstly, because the settlement was on the
worst class of country in Western Australia
and, secondly, heecause the institution has tuv
take all the worst elements of the natives.

Many of the natives are sent there for
diseiplinary purposes, and they have a bad
influenen on the better-class natives. Be-
cause of that, the Government proposed to
buy a new property, and the matter was put
in the hands of the Rural Bank and the
chairman of the Land Settlement Seheme,
who have made vast inquiries and have pro-
posed some sites not altogether suitable to
the Departmeut of Native Affairs. However,
recently they suggested a property within
a few miles of Kellerberrin, and it is now
being inspected by the Agricultural and the
Native Affairs Departments. If suitable, it
will not be long before we are able to trans-
fer the better-class natives from the Moore
River Settlement to that centre. That will
make a hig difference to the institution at
Moore River.

As I indicated, when speaking on Jast
year'’s Estimates, the educalion of the
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natives in our institutions has been taken
over by the Education Department. At pre-
sent, 106 children arc attending the Moore
River school and some 30 loys are receiv-
ing manual training. We had instituted the
mannal training system prior to the war but,
unfortunately, we lost our supervisor who
enlisted in the Air Force, and we were for
some vears without manual training ot
Moore River. Today, however, 30 boys are
receiving manual training, and 12 girls are
attending the domestic scionee school, In
addition, 30 natives, on the farm adjacent
to Moore River, are learning gencral farm-
ing, including gardening and poultry-furm-
ing. As a result, things are much brighter
at that institution than they were some years
ago.

At Carolup, we have 31 children attending
the school, and some of the older boys and
youlhs are recciving training in general farm
work, particularly in the poultry, gardening
and shearing lines. Maunual training has not
been reinstifuted at that institution, frstly,
beeanse wo have not the accommodation and,
as members realise, it is practically impos-
gible to get artisans and materials to erect
the necessary buildings, and seeondly, it takes
time to get the right class of person to teach
manual training to natives. When the op-
portunity arrives, manual training will be
instituted at Carolup. Much improvement
has taken place in the training of the natives,
because the new farm manager has taken u
great interest in the older boys. He has al-
ready produced a wide range of vegetables
and has now put into operation a summer
garden go that, if suecessful, he will be able
to produce vegetables practically all the year
round,

In a general way, the health of the natives
at both Moare River and Carolup is fairly
closely watched hy the district medical officer
in each area, and good reporis of their
health are coming forward, At the Moola
Bulla station, which I mentioned previously,
the services of a nurse were engaged early
this year. We were without a narse at that
centre during the war years, and were lucky
in being able to get a competent nurse to
go there because, as members know, there is
quite a shortame of nurses. However, we
have gecured the serviees of a trained nuvse,
and the health of the natives in that area
is eonsidered to be satisfactory. They have
an annual visit from the medical officer at-
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tached to the Native Affairs Department and,
when necessary, the flying doetor calls as
well.

Cosmo Newhury, which is 50 miles from
Laverton, did quite a trade in eharcoal-burn-
ing in the carly part of the war. But that
industry has fallen away, owing to the de-
crease in the number of gas-producers 1n
use so that, as u result, we have lost some of
onr revenue. However, a Jarge amount of
vegotables is still produced there, and that
is a big saving compared with the old idea
of sending vegetables from Kalgoorlie, We
have started to build up a small herd of
eatlle at that centre—it was originally a
vaitle station bat, owing to the dronght
years, cattle went out there—because the
last few scasons have been fairly good.
Udialla is a reeently purchased property
ahout GO miles from Derby, between Derby
and Broome, and well off the main road. TL
was purchased by the Government with the
idea of making & start in edueating the half-
vastes and full-blooded natives in those parts,
who have no other such faeilities. The pro-
perty is undeveloped exeept that it has about
1,200 head of shecp on it. It was purchased
about 12 monthy ago and the manager now
has quite an ares under vegetables, Thixs
crop will be for the use of the institution,
and any excess will be sold to the general
public in Derby. There is a good motor
rond from the property to Derby where there
is an execllent demand for fresh vegetables.

It is the intention of the department,
when possible, to erect dormitories and eom-
mence manual and other training for the
hoys and girls, The property consists
of approximately 2,000 acres and is very
suitable for tropical agrienlture. It is
on the banks of the Fitzroy River and
there is particularly good garden country
along the river frontage, The manager
has some 80 acres cleared and prelim-
inary work is being done against the
time when material will he available to erect
houses, ete,, to develop the property. Very
few natives are there at the moment. A
few desert natives have come in and eamp-
cd, but they are not of the type the institu-
tion i= intended to eater for. The property
was purchased for the benefit of the rising
generation. Ahout 20 elderly desert natives
have eome in and are heing provided with
food and clothing.

1961

The Munja settlement, which is at Wal-
cott Inlet, between Derby and Broome,
caters for purely tribal natives. It is situ-
ated right on the coast, a part that is visit-
¢d only by tribal natives, and is more in
the nature of a feeding depot and health
Tesort. Most of the leper paiients in the
leprosarium at Derby bave been ecollected
from that eoast and, while the department
finds its work there rather expensive, it is
serving a useful purpose from the health
point of view. The place is partially self-
supporting because it has good well-watered
country. Cattle have not done well there.
The herd of 2,000 eattle has not inereased
and I do not think it ever will increase be-
cause the natives are so bad.

Mr. Leslie: Do they spear the cattle?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: Yes. The natives, as I have stated,
are purely of the tribal class. TPeanuts of
good quality are grown there and in fav-
ourable seasons the production has been
as high as 30 tons. The whole of the erop
bas not been sold on the local market be-
cause many of the peanuts are eaten and
distributed to other centres. Some ure sent
to the leprosarium in Derby—this, of course,
is a debit and credit entry—and to other
institutions, The crop this year was almost
a total failure, only sufficient having been
obtained for seed and feed purposes. There
was none for sale,

The native hospitals at Wyndham,
Broome, Derby and Hedland are still con-
trolled by qualified nurses and are inspeeted
annually by the travelling medieal officer
and when necessary by the local distriet of-
ficer or the flying doctor, or whoever may
be called in to render assistance. The de-
partment has recently appointed one more
travelling inspector for the mid-north areu,
and shortly applications will be called for a
travelling inspeetor for the Murchison dis-
trict. We are finding that the field for the
selection of staff is nat now so limited and
various staffs are doing much better. The
Murchison distriet has troubles similar o
those of most other districts, but I feel =atis-
fied that the appeintment of a travelling in-
spector will enable us to assist the various
local authorities in their Jifficultics and to
do much better for the natives,

The staff appears to be more stable at the
moment than it has heen for a considerable
time, A number of men returned from the
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‘Bervices have taken up these avenues of em-
ployment and conscquently we have a hetter
field of selection than we had during the
war years. At that time we had to depend
upon casual clerks. Quite a numbur of
officers enlisted and were away for several
years. Our difficulties inereased with the
presence of the American and other troops,
while the amenities in the metropolitan aren
proved an inducement to the native popula-
tion. Thus the activities and diffieulties of
the department were increased.

The employment of natives during the war
was satisfactory and I feared that when hos-
tilities ceased it would probablv dwindle, but
there are still approximately 6,000 natives
in employment, so the ending of the war
has not led to any diminution in the number.
The genera) staff had a diffieult time during
‘the war, and I am grateful for the loyal ser-
vice that wae given, These officers worked
many hours of overtime trying to do their
best for the natives, and I appreeciate thelx
efforts.

The genera] heatth of the natives, which is
reported on by the local medieal officers from
the Carolnp and Moora districts and from
our travelling medical officer, is satisfactory,
except of course from the point of view of
leprosy, This is a problem that will he
difficult of solution.  There are approxi-
mately 200 patients in the Derby leprosarium
and quite a few still at large in the coastal
area around Munja, To get hold of natlves
of this class and induce them to enter the
leprosavium is difficult. After they have been
confined to the leprosarium for some iime,
they seldom break away, In the first place,
bhowever, they have a great fear of civilisa-
tion and of hospitals, and it is diffienlt to
entice them to enter the establishment, Every
offort is being made to contact sufferers. We
have a travelling medical officer who uses
an aeroplane te visit the various stations,
so that bad cases of disense can be attended
to immediately. We arve doing everyrhing
possible for the health of the natives. If
there is any other information members ile-
sire on this seetion of the Estimates, T shall
endeavour to supply it

The ITarbour and Lights Department dpr-
ing the war experienced many dilficulties hy
reason of the faet that lights and buoys
along the coast had to be dismantled for
seeurity considerations. The department has
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recently been actively engaged in getting the
lights and buoys replaced. The work of the
department consists mainly of the control
of jetties at Carnarvon, Onslow, Point Sam-
son, Broome, Derby and Wyndham, Wynd-
ham was out of action for some four years,
but has now been re-opened. The depart-
ment administers the Navigation Aet, whien
applies to all coastal vessels, and the Boat
Licensing Act, and controls all ports and
harbours in the State, exclusive of Fremantle,
The revenue and expenditure depend en-
tirely upon the fluctuations in accordance
with the volume of shipping and tonnage of
eargoes handled. This session the annual
report was laid on the Table of House, This
report has been denied to Parliament for
some years for security reasons; to publish
the report would probably have given too
much informatioh as to the movements and
tonnages of vessels visiting the various har-
bours.

The Fisheries Department, like other de-
partments, shows an increase due to the
higher salaries and the employment of extra
clerks on account of the additional work
following the increased activity in the in-
dustry. The basic wage and classification
inereases are responsible for most of the ad-
ditional amount of the vote, The annual vote
of £50 to the Pemberton Trout Acclimatisa-
tion Society has been increased to £400. We
decided to make Pemberton the one breed-
ing centre for the whale of the State in
order to save the expense and inconvenience
of importing fry from the Eastern States
and Tasmania, as we had been accustomed
to do. The breeding ground there has so far
proved quite suecessful. This is controlled
by the society, not by the Government, hul
the society has done exceptionally gmood
work, and it consults with the Chief In-
speetor of Fisheries when advice and assis-
tance are reguired. The Collie society re-
ceived a grant of £50. Another society
named the Murray District Society has been
formed and has been active in securing fry
from Pemberton and liberating it in the
lacal stream. Time alone will show what
sueeess will attend the release of trount {ry
in the Murray River, If it proves to be as
successful as in the majority of instanees,
we shall feel satisfied. I know some of the
gentlemen in the Murray distriect who are
taking a very keen interest in thizs move-
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ment, The sociely ig & strong one, and I
feel confident that it will give much atten-
tion tg this matter.

The department expeets an increase of
revenue this year. The royalty under the
Game Act should show a slight inerease in
view of the high price for kangaroo skins,
while, in addition, the increased activity
in fishing should result in a greater return
from license fees, There has been some
activity in the industry as a result of fresh
people taking out fishermen’s licenses.

The pearling industry at Broome has been
re-opened.  Of conrse the present aetivity
falls far short of the usual standard, but
that is only to be expeeted on account of
the lack of hoats, gear and labour. Only
two firms are operating in the Broome area
this season, but a number of other people
are interested and are hopeful of being able
to re-start in the industry in the fortheom-
ing season. The result of the work by the
two firms this season has been very gratify-
ing. A returned soldicers’ organisation has
purchased boats, with the assistance of the
State Government, and hopes to be able to
start pearling in the Broome area next
season, Consequently the prospects of the
peatling industry arve bright.

The coffect of the return to the fishing in-
dnstry of many ex-Servicemen is indicated
in the figures of fresh fish produced as fol-
lows :—

Cwt.
1942 21,859
1943 22,284
1944 .. 28,002
1945 ., 39,002

Thus, nothwithstanding the criticism levelled
at the Fisheries Depariment, the produoction
of fresh fish has inereased and not decreased
as was suggested. Other production figures
are as follow:—

1942, 1843, 1044, 1045
Fish {cwta.) 21,859 22,284 28,902 39,002
Crayfish {doz.) 18,938 30,223 51,038 54,234
Canntd Fish—
Crave (doe, tios) 4,394 16436 24,185 23019
¢ither (iba.) .. 240,813 230,661 170,003 817,287

Mr. Leslie: Does that include what is
called frelish¢

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: Yes. Modern refrigeration and
much improved types of vessels are becom-
ing a feature of present-day eommereial
sea-fishing, Tt is the Government’s policy
to encourage and assist in this direction,
and already a number of exzcellent vessels
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have commenced operations and are largely
owned by ex-Servicemen, The Hopetoun
salon has been somewhat responsible for
the big inerease in the fish canned. The
fishermen were getting the fish in Hopetoun
and transporting it to the Canning Export
Faclory, but now a ecanning factory is being
crectad at Hopetoun and the fish is being
canned there. That is a good thing and
should he encouraged. We likc to support
Ioeal industry, particnlarly in places of that
kind. This enterprise wi)l mean a lot to
Hopetoun. T have sampled a tin of canned
salmon, and it was quite good.
Mr. Leslic: Has any heen on sale?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTII-
WEST: Mine was a sample tin, but the
product will be on sale before very long.

The Premier: It is on sale.

The MINISTER FOR THE XNORTH-
WEST: With regard to whaling, a company
was formed early this year to capture and
treat whales in the Albany area. Owing to
a late start and other difficalties no whales
were taken this season, but the company
will be ready to operate immediately the
next season begins, Scientifie investigation
is a matter in which the State Fisheries
Department works in close co-operation
with the C.8.LR. Aerial spotting of fish has
continued this year on hoth our west and
south coasts, and at the moment two Com-
monwealth research vessels—the “Taipan”
and the “Warreen”—are heing prepared for
sea at Fremantle. Theze vessels should be
ready for work at an early date and should
make valaable contrihutions to eur scheme
of investigation. That is all I need say
about the fishing industry, but if there is
any further information I can give to mem-
bers, I shall be pleased to do so.

Progress reported.

ASSENT TO BILLS.
Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-
ceived and read notifying assent to the fol-
lowing Bills:—

1, Road Distriets Act, 1919-1942, Amend-
ment,

2, Increase of Rent (War Restrictions)
Act Amendment.

3, Business Names Act Amendment,

4, Municipal Corporations Act Amend-
ment.
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9, Friendly Societies Aet Amendment.

6, Nurses Registration Act Amendment.
7, Supply Bill (No. 2), £2,200,000.

8, Transfer of Land Act Amendment

(No. 1).
9, Railway {Hopetoun-Ravensthorpe)
Diseontinuance.

10, Medieal Aet Amendment.

BILLS (3)—FIRST READING.

1, Bailding Operations and Building
Materials Contro]l Act Amendment,

2, Eastern Goldfields Transport Board.
Introduced by the Premier.

3, Imprisonment for Betting Abolition.
Introduced by Mr. Watts,

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. 8. Wise—
Gascoyne): I move—

That the House at its rising adjourn till 2
Pp.m. tomorrow.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 555 p.m.

Tegislutive Assembly.

Thursday, 14th November, 1946.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2 p.m.,

and read pravers,
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QUESTIONS,
EDUCATION.

As to School Holiday Camps.

Mr. SEWARD (without notice) asked the
Minister for Edueation:

1, Is it a fact that the Education Depart-
ment has arranged for the holding of school
holiday camps as part of the school eurri-
enlum?

2, If so, at what places are such camps
to be beld?

3, 1s it a fact that children attending such
camps will be charged £3 cach per week and
travelling expenses to and from the place
where the cump is held?

4, Is it a rule that children to a specified
number sttending such ecamps must be ae-
compabied by two of the mothers of such
children who have to do the work of the
camp?

5, 15 it a fact that these ladies are also
charged £3 per week while at the camp plus
travelling expenses to and from the camp?

6, What is the maximum number of (a)
children, (b} parents, attending such camps?

The MINISTER replied:

1, Yes. Details of the scheme will be given
in the Edueation Estimates.

2, Alhany Quarantine Station and Point
Peron.

3, No.

4, No,

5, No.

6, (a) 100 children; (h) no fixed number
of parents is invited.

POLICE,
Ag tn Strength of Force and Recruils.

Mr. MANN (without notice) asked the
Minisler representing the Minister for
Police:

1, Ts it a faet that, on Saturday, the 2nd
November, 1946, there was only obe con-
stable on street duty on the afternoon shift
in the city of Perth?

2, Is he aware that, when the police
school at present receiving instruction was
being taken on, only 27 men were available
although 30 were required to complete the
elass?

3, Is it a fact that the list of applicanis
was cxbansted when the last school was



