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On motions by the Chief Secretary, the
foregoing amendments were not insisted
on.

No. S. Clause 20, Subelause (2)-Delete
the words "any directions" in lines 8 and 9,
and substitute the words "the approval."

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly's reason
for disagreeing is-

Clause 20, Suibelause, (2) applies only to ap-
plications for a license to produce barley. It is
eoncidered that the Minister should have power
to direct the board on this matter to prevent
a possible injustice to an applicant.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move-
That the amendment be not insisted on.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: We should insist on
these words being inserted in the Bill. If we
give way onl this we can imagine where we
wilt finish up directly with the Wheat
Stabilisation Bill.

Hon. C. B. Williams: There is a big dif-
ference between barley and wheat.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! No reference
must be made to contemplated legislation.

Hon. A. L. LOTON: My objection is to
the deletion of the word "directions" and the
substitution of the word "approval."

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Legis-
lative Assembly has given its reason and I
thought it would have met with the approvalI
of Mr. Loton. I must continue to ask that
we do not insist on the amendment.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not insisted on.

No. 9. Clause 20-Add to Subelause (6)
a proviso, as follows :-"Providedl that this
subsection shall not apply to the sale of bar-
ley for stock feed or seed purposes as be-
tween one farmer and another within a
radius of fifteen miles."

The CHAIRMAN: The Assembly's reason
for disagreeing is-

The amendnment as drawn virtually cancels
out the licensing provisions of the Bill.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I move-
That the amendment be not insisted on.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment not insisted on.

Resolutions reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Assembly,

ADJOURNMENT-SPECIAL.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H Kitson-West) : I move-

That the House at its rising adjourn till 2.30
p.m. on Tuesday, the 19th November, 1946.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.7 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2 p.m.,
and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

Electricity Suyplies-as to Provision for
Alternative Fuel.

MrT. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Works: Referring to the answer given to
a question asked by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition on the 27th September, 1945, to the
effect that provision was to be made for
the installation of power alternative to coal
at the South Fremantle Power Station-

1, Has such alternative power plant been
obtained or ordered yett

2, If not, why not?

3, Is he aware that owing to this second
stoppage of power and light the owners of
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many business establishments are contem-
plating putting in emergency power units?

4, That such action is also being consid-
ered by the owners of many private homes?

5, In view of the great economic waste
that such action would entail, and the prob-
able loss that would accrue to Government-
owned power plants will the Government
establish an alternative power plant at the
East Perth Power House?

6, If so, can he give an assurance that
such will be done at an early date so as to
avoid the purchasing of these private power
units, as well as minimnising as far as is
possible any recurrence of the present power
and lighting hold-up?

7, If not, why notl

The MINISTER replied:

1, An alternative oil burning installation
is incorporated in the boilers to be provided
by the contractors.

2, Because of the answer to No. 1.
3, Yes.

4, No.

5 and 6, No. This could not be estab-
lished ainy earlier than the South Fremantle
Power Station.

7, Because of the answer to Questions 5
and 6.

COAL.
As to Road Transport, Collie to Perth.

Mr. WATTS (without notice) asked the
Minister for Transport: floes he agree that
coal ean he transported from open cuts at
Collie by roaid transport, and in view of the
need for coal, to maintain some supplies of
electric light and power and minimise the
hardships otherwise to be suffered by all
sections of the community and as a mat-
ter of the greatest urgency, will he forth-
with take steps to organise the supply and
transport of such open cut coal to Perth
by road and if not, why not?

The MINISTER replied:

The practicability of hauling a suffi-
cient quantity of coal by road has been
considered and without doubt it is a pos-
sibility provided, of course, there is coal
available. I would point out that this mat-
ter is now receiving the consideration of
the Government.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT.
As to Government Business-Sittings of

House.

TE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. S. Wise-
Gascoyne): With your permission, Mr.
Speaker, I will make a statement. In con-
nection with the printing and other diffi-
culties associated with the handling of the
business of the House during this period,
I would inform members that several Bills
are being delayed because they cannot be
printed, Bills which we had hoped to intro-
duce into the House this week and which,
because of their nature, will delay the pro-
ceedings of Parliament. Because of that it
may be necessary even as from next week,
if we are to finish the business of this Par-
liament before Christmas, to institute Fri-
day sittings. If Bills, such as the Mines
Regulation Bill and the Coal Mines Regula-
tion Bill, cannot he printed within a mat-
ter of days, that will render our sittings
even more difficult.

I ask members to assist the Government
in regard to questions by submitting to Min-
isters eh day the questions to be asked the
next day, rather than placing thema on the
notice paper. This will also assist in the
setting up, all of which is being done by
hand. These questions will be dealt with
as if they were questions without notice.
Regarding all matters associated with the
requirements of power, the Government will
endeavour expeditiously to handle the affairs
of Parliament that can he carried on in the
meantime.

MOTION-RAILWAYS.
As to Inquiry into Efficiency and

Administration.

Debate resumed from the 30th October on
the following motion by Mr-. Sewvard:

That this House expresses its grave dissatis-
faction with, the Government Railwvays affairs
i this State for the following reasons:-

1)The increasing inability of the rail.
wvay system to handle freight offer-
ing.

(2) The incrieasing discontent among the
staff.

(3) The dilatoriness in making improve-
mnents.

(4) The doubt as to efficiency of the ad-
ministration.

And calls upon the Government to institute a
searching public inquiry at which employees



[13 NOvEMBER, 1946.] 1

tan give evidence without prejudice to their
positions, and other sections of the community
be freely heard with a view to early restoration
of a reasonable level of service and efficiency
of management.

THE RMIER (Hon. P. .3. s. Wise-
Gascoyne) [2.83: I took the opportunity of
discussing with the mover of this motion,
the member for Pingelly, and with the Leader
of the Opposition, the wisdom of continuing
this debate at the present stage. There are
many reasons, which need not be elaborated
on, why anything which would bring out any
feeling of dissatisfaction at present should
be avoided. We should not have anything
said here that could cause a retarding of a
settlement of the dispute that we are now
experiencing. If the member for Pingelly
,would agree, I would like the debate on this
-motion to be deferred, and I will assure himi
that at the first opportunity, even before pri-
vate members' business, I will see that this
item is put on the notice paper, to be debated
at the most appropriate tine.

On motion by Mr. Watts, debate ad-
journed.

JILL-TIMBER INDUSTRY (HOUSING
OF EMPLOYEES).

In Committee.

Resumed from the previous day. Mr.
Rodoreda in the Chair; the Minister for
Forests in charge of the Bill-

The CHAIRMAN: Progress was reported
-after Clause 2 had been agreed to.

Clause 3-Housing inspector:

M r. McDONALD: I believe there are a
number of amendments to this Bill. The
member for Mt. 'Marshall hats been good
enough to, hand me a copy of about 10 or
12, and I understand that the member for
North Perth also hafs some. I suggest to the
Minister that this is a matter of some dimf-
Cully for the Committee to deal with, in view-
of the many amendments that are to be sub-
mitted for consideration. I move-

That progress be reported and leave asked
to sit again at a later stage of the sitting.

Motion put and passed.

Progress reported.

r7701

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1946-47.

In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 30th October; Mar.
Rodoreda in the Chair.

Vote-M1edical, f£51,619 (partly consid-
ered):

HON. N. KEENAN (Nedlands) (2.12]:
1 do not intend to discuss items appropriate
to the medical section of the Vote, but I wish
to mnake some observations regarding the
portion dealing with homes.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member may
discuss any item dealt with by the Minister's
department.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I wish to refer to the
Old Men's Home, which is now known as
"Sunset." That is an institution of very
long standing in the community and has
played a very large part in the old age life
of this State. The actual number of inmates
at the present time is between 450 and 470.
Although I am not definitely informed on the
lpoint, I understand that, with the exception
of about 70, all are pensioners. I gathered
that information from a source that I do not
regard as sufficiently accurate to -be entirely
depended upon, but I understand that about
70 inmates of the institution are not pen-
sioners and are therefore there 'as guests of
the State inasmuch as they have no pensions
to fall back upon, with the exception of a
few who, fortunately, are able to pay for
their upkeep, with the result that the State
has to pay for the others. While the actual
figures are unknown to individuals, the in-
formation is possibly at the disposal of the
tleparlment. I know there are some inmates
who have come from the Royal Perth Hos-
pital suffering from chronic illnesses, and
apparently they are not pensioners.

There are two boys who are wholly im-
proper inmates, seeing that they are far too
young. One is 17 or 18 years of age, and
the other is much younger, possibly about
12 yeairs of age. Those lads are in the hos-
pital and have been sent there apparently
because no other institution will take charge
of them. Each is permanently inrwpable of
doing any work or even of attending school.
A -very large income must be enjoyed by the
institution, seeing that it receives 22s. 6id.
weekly-that is the amount that I am told

1933



1934 [ASSEMBLY.]

they pay-and, if members multiply 450 by
22s. 6d., they will realise the income re-
ceived at "Sunset" each week. For that
money it should be possible to provide con-
ditions at least more than passable. On the
contrary, ever since I have been the mem-
ber for the district there has been a long
series of complaints from inmates regard-
ing their treatment. The principal com-
plaint centres around the food supply. It
is said that the food is not palatable, is
badly cooked, is badly served, and in many
way, most disappointibg. I have attended
more than, one deputation to the Minister,
having been accompanied on one occasion
by the member for South Fremantle, to com-
plain about the quality of the food. I have
heard that a new additional cook has been
appointed, yet the position appears to be
the same as it was.

The Minister for Health: The food posi-
tion has improved.

Hon. N. KEENAN: I have no doubt that
is the information conveyed to the Minis-
ter, but on the contrary I have beard that
although the actual food itself is not open
to exception from the standpoint of quality,
the cooking of it still remains open to very
strong objection. In fact, the statement wa
made that the beef was so tough that no-
one, apart from those who, still retain
their natural teeth, could possibly eat it.

The Minister for Lands, That applies to
the steak one gets at any restaurant these
days!

Hon. N. KEENAN: The menu which was
brought under the Minister's notice the last
time we waited upon him as a deppitation,
wvas of a most disappointing character.,
What the old men get for breakfast is little
better and the same applies to the evening
meal. If the institution were entirely a
charge upon the State and had to be paid
for by the taxpayer, there might be some-
thing said in favour of keeping expenses
down but, with the huge income that is
available, there is no reason, nor is there any
excuse in the world, for the very best of
food and treatment not being forthcoming.
There is one part of the institution that
does meet with general approval, and that
is the hospital. There is, howvever, one mat-
ter in respect of which the pruning-knife
has been used with, I am afraid, far too
great severity. For instance, the medical

officer who attends the hospital each day to
look after at least 80 patients receives a
salary of £132 per annum.

The Minister for Health: He has not
protested.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Why? Let the Minis-
ter ask himself why.

The Minister for Health: I am asking the
hon. member.

Ifon. X. KEENAN: He does not prote~t
because he does exactly £132 worth of work.

The Premier: That is not so.

Hon. N. KEENAN: That is the position.

The Minister for Health: He is too con-
scientious for that.

The Premier: What about the honorary
medical menl

Hon. N. KEENAN: If what the Min-
ister says is correct, then he is sponging on
that medical officer. The Minister ought to
be ashamed to do it.

Mr. Needham: That is not parliamentary
language.

Hon. N. KEENAN: If the hon. member
will bunt the pages, of "Miay," I think he
will find that the word "sponging" is al-
lowed. Whether parliamentary or not, it is
correct, which is the more important matter.
The Mi nister in effect says that, because he
can get a doctor for a hospital of that large
size for what is little more than £2 a week,
he is quite satisfied to do so. This is the
one~ attractive feature it bears in relation to
other institutions such as the Salvation Army
and the Sisters of the Poor because they have
no hospitals and, if their inmates fall ill, an
ambulance or taxi or other conveyance has
to he obtained for their removal to a hos-
pital.

Here, however, the inmates have an ex-
cellent building, properly staffed and effi-
ciently run. I visit that hospital very often
and I can say that it is kept in good order,
very clean and very hygienic. But there is
an absence of the most important item-a
doctor. The doctor does carry out his duties,
but in a. very limited way. I have never
once seen him there-I don not imply that
he does not go there-but he attends at cer-
tamn intervals that do not coincide with my
visits. I consider he would be giving full
value for his fee if he walked down the
wards and took a glance first to one side
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and then to the othe'r as he went along and,
if anything was not of an imperative nature,
passed on. He is paid only a nominal fee.
Therefore I ask the Minister, in view of the
large income that the institution enjoys,
whether it could not afford to pay the medi-
cal officer a fee which would make him avail-
able in the hospital at most of the hours of
the day.

This is a very old subject with many mem-
bers; whose duty it is to visit this institution.
I do not suppose the Minister ever received
a more flattering testimonial than the one
from the member for South Fremantle who
visits there constantly, or from myself, and
I go there just as frequently. No-one could
come to any conclusion other than that it
might be made an excellent institution, most
attractive for th8 old men of the State to
resort to, instead of which the inmates say
they go there only to die, simply because
they expect that their death will soon occur
and it is a convenient place to die in. That
is a terrible outlook, hut it is produced by
the unfortunate habit of eheeseparing and
trying to make the institution pay its way.
"Snst could be made a place of great at-
traction. It is a wonderful site on the banks.
of the river-an exceptionally good posi-.
tion. from the point of view of health. it
receives the benefit of all the sea breezes at
the earliest possible moment, before they
reach Perth, and the general layout of the
whole institution is excellent. But there is
one thing lacking-the spirit or desire to
'help the men. who ore there to live a happier
life than they are living today. I strongly
stress the necessity for giving proper con-
sideration to what I regard as their legpiti-
mate complaint.

Thero is only one other matter to wvhich I
wish to draw attention and that is the hiatus
as to the provision for mental patients, which
is reflected in the presence of a certain num-
ber of persons who arc not of sound mind.
They are not actually lunatic or they would
be certified as such, but they are certainly
of unsound mind. Yet they are not in an
institution that attempts to deal with people
of unsound mind. They are living with
people 'who have retired from industry'
through the process of age, hut these cases
are of all ages. One is a very young man-
about 30, I think. Is it not possible to have
some ward provided in the Claremont in-
stitution for cases of that character 9 They

are not so defective in mind as to be certi-
fiable as insane, and yet they arc not fit to
mix with ordinary men under ordinary con-
ditions, and certainly are not capable of
looking after themselves. Their presence at
"Sunset'" is not objected to by the other in-
mates, who are too good-natured to protest,
but they are undoubtedly cognisant of the
fact that the place is made use of as a dust-
bin to pass in all that cannot be placed else-
where, whether it be from a public hospital
or from any part of the State.

Those are ail the matters I desire at the
]lomnent to call the Minister's attention to,
but I should like him to take a greater in-
terest personally in "Sunset," so that the
resources he has at his, command, which arc
supplemented to such a degree by the con-
tributions of the inmates, will be used to
give tlhem some greater measure of comfort
and some greater pleasure in their declining
days.

MR, W. HEGNEY (Pilbara) [2.281: 1
.should like to compliment the Minister for
Health upon the very lucid manner in which
he introduced the Estimates of his depart-
ment. I think members will agree that he
covered a very comprehensive field and did
so clearly and well, I appreciate the in-
formation he gave to the Committee. I desire
to address myself eoxclusively to matters af-
fecting the Pilbara district and would like
the Minister, when replying, to give the
people an assurance that, at the earliest pos-
sible moment, a medical officer will be ap-
pointed for Port Hedland. I am very pleased
that the Government has again seen fit to
subsidise the Flying Doctor service.

It may he of interest to mention that the
first flying doctor stationed at Port Hed-
land was Dr. Vickers, who came from Clon-
curry, Queensland but, owing to his state of
healthi, he had to return to the inland portion
of Queensland. Just before the outbreak of
war, the State was very fortunate in obta in-
ing the services of a young doctor-another
Qunenslander-in the person of Dr. Dick.
For some years he was stationed at Marble
Bar and then was transferred to Port fled-
land. This doctor is also a qualified pilot and
flew .his own plane. When the war came, the
doctor stationed at Roebourne enlisted for
mnilitarv service and the doctor from Port
Hedland was transferred to Marble Bar, and
Dr. Dick attended to all the surrounding
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stations. He attended to the requirements
of Port Hedland, Marble Bar, the asbestos
deposits in the Hamersley Ranges, and Roe-
bourne. In due course he left the service
and is now in private practice in the metro-
polis.

For some time we were without a doctor
in the Marble Bar district but eventually the
Government was able to obtain the services
of another young medical practitioner, Dr.
Campbell-Pope. He is stationed at Marble
Bar and) has to attend to the requirements
of the whole of the Nullagine district, Port
Hedland. Roehourne and the iabestos dle-
posits in the Hamersley Ranges. Incident-
ally, hie has also to go as far south as
Ouslow. I bweee the Government appre-
ciates the fact that the people of the Pil-
bara district and the surrounding country
expect, quite rightly, the services of another
appointee at the earliest practicable moment.
We would like that appointee to he stationed
in Port Tiedland where there is a fairly up-
to-date hospital and quarters that could he
mnade entirel * suitable for him. I believe that
before long, -when circumstances permit, the
system which now obtains in the Kimberley
district should be adopted in the Pilbara area,
In the Kimberley district a medical officer
from Breome flies periodically with the sub-
sidiarv aerial service around certain stations.
I know the Minisiter is anxious to do some-
thing in tlbp direction I have indicated, and
I hope that he and his department will not
desist in their efforts to obtain the services
of a suitable medical practitioner for Port
Hedland.

In conjunction with the medical servietns
I have mentioned, I would like consideration
to be given to the question of establishing a
small hospital or a nursing cottage at Nul-
lagine. That town is some 85 to 90 miles
south of Marble Bar and is the centre of a
prospecting field. About 70 men ace engaged
on the Blue Spec mine there, and when any-
body meets with an injury or desires medi-
cal attention or the attention that qualified
nurses can give, he is obliged to fly from
Nullagine to 'Marble Bar' or to travel over 90
miles for the purpose, sometimes on a rough
road. Although I understand and appre-
ciate the difficulties confronting, the Govern-
ment in connection with the supply of nurses
and of building material for various essential
purposes, I make no apology for pleading the
cause of the people of that district, and

would like to ask the Minister for Health,
who is in charge of the department concern-
ed, to give attention to the request made. The
Minister knows the country of which I speak,
because I understand be was there many
cars ago. He will consequently be aware

that what I seek is nothing of an extravagant
nature but that the request is only too rea-
sonable,

As a result of representations made over
a period by the member for Roebourne and
myself, the Government appointed travel-
ling dental surgeons to visit all centres in
the North-West some two years ago. Two
very ine dental surgeons-MNess-rs. Cole vii'l
MeKenna--drew up an itinerary and visited
practically every centre from Carnarvon to
Wyndh am. They treated all the school
children in the various districts on the
coast, and included M~arble Bar and Hail's
Creek in their itinerary. They also at-
tended to the dental requirements of a
number of adults, and everyone was loud
in praise of the services they performed.
But unfortunately, since that time, no fur-
ther business of that kind has been effected,
and I am of the opinion that the time has
arrived when further service should he
rendered, although perhaps the present
period may be unseasonable. However, I
advance the request in the hope that (lh%
Government will make the necessary ar-
rangemuents for another visit by competent
dental surgeons to centres in the North-
West, beginning about the first or second
week in April and working north as far as.
Wyndham. If that matter is given fav-
ourable attention, it will be of incalculable
brenefit to the people of the North. The-
alternative--and unfortunately it has had
to be adopted at times-is that people
whose children require dental treatment, or
adults needing dental attention, are
obliged to pay at least £30 in plane fare to
and from the metropolis. It is not fair to,
expect them to go to that expense.

I desire to impress on the Minis-ter the,
absolute necessity for providing the services
to which I have referred, beacause that is
one way in which people, and especially
married folk, will be induced to remain
in the North. If they are assured that re-
quisite school fdeilitics and necessary medi-
cal attention are available to them and
their children, that will be an incentive to
them to remain in the North; but if they
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have a feeling of isolation and know there
is a lack of necessary medical and dental
services, that will be an inducement to
them to leave the country. Dr. Campbell-
Pope is rendering wonderful service in the
face of almost insurmtountable difficulties,
but the job is too big for one person. A
mn would have to be superhuman to per-
form the task satisfactorily. For that
eascn I trust that the Minister will comply

wvith my request at the earliest possible
moment.

MR. FOX (South Fremantle) [2.37]: In
company with the member for Nedlands, I
wvaited on the Minister for Health in regard
to conditions at the Old Men's Home. That
deputation was the result of representations
made by visitors from the Waterside Work-
ers' Union who call at the institution regu-
larly and take comforts for their own mem-
bers that are not provided by the institution.
They told me that some of the returned
soldiers who are in the home are treated
very liberally by an organisation outside and
quite a lot of food is taken there for
them. I believe that an organisation such
as that Would 1)0 doing equally good service
if it extended its help and took comforts to
the rest of the men resident in the home, be-
cause those men also have done a very good
job for Western Australia. Many of them
spent their early years on the goldflclds and
dlid quite a lot to open tip the country. If
the Goldfields had not been discovered and
opened up, we would not have had much of
it farming community in this State, because
it was as a direct result of activity on the
Goldflelds that the farming areas were later
developed.

Those men who visited the institution com-
plained of the type of food provided and
asked me to have a look at it. I found it to
be very poor fare indeed. I spoke to the
then Minister for Health, who is now the
Minister for Lands, and a distinct improve-
ment was effected at once. I have been in-
formed that the department will take spe-
cial care in the future to see that those meni
are treated liberally in the matter of food].
I think they arc entitled to that. Most of
them are up in years, and although the in-
stitution does not lend itself to making them
entirely comfortable, something should be
done in that direction. I believe an effort is
to be made by the Lotteries Commission to

establish camps at Canning Bridge for such
people.

The best way to house men who have gone
into "Sunset" to live for the rest of their
lives is to provide small buildings that would
neconimodate. three or four, instead of hav-
ing the inmates housed in dormitories as at
present. If buildings capable of accommo-
dating three or four men were erected, those
men Could live together agreeably and play
cards and perhaps would be able to do a
little for themselves. I am quite satisfied to
leave the matter of providing better meals
in the hands of the Minister, and those who
have given inc the assurance that mn who
arc resident in the home will have far better
treatment in the future than they have had
in the past. I intend to have a look at the
home occasionally, and I shall 1)0 surprised
if the Mlinister does not keep the promises
made.

The member for Pilbara mentioned the
shortage of doctors. That has been a common
complaint over the lust 25 or 30 years. It
has always been dillicult to secure doctors
for outback districts. During the last war
it w'as A-cry hard to obtain the services of
a doctor in nmnny parts of the Goldfield%, no
matter what inducement was offered, and in
spite of the fact that a fairly good salary
and a private practice were available. I think
it would be a good idea if the Government
offered three or four scholarships every year
to promising students whose parents were
unable to give them the education to enable
them to become doctors. It such young men
were trained, the Government would be able
to send them to p~eces wvhere there was a
shortage of nmedical practitioners.

There must he many brighlt young fellows
who are lost to the various professions in
every part of Australia because their parents
have not the necessary money to give them
the education which would enable them to
qualify. So .[ throw otit the suggestion to
the Minister that three or four scholarships
should be provided every year for medical
students and in return they should lie asked
to give their services to the State for three
or four years after qualifying. That would
be a fair return for whbat the State had
given them. I know that it was a common
thing for students just out of the University
to take positions in various p~laces outback
and on the northern goldfields. That was the
first place they wvould go to; and I feel that
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if the Government gave consideration to the
suggestion I have made it would be filling a
long felt want.

Another matter that requires the attention
of the Government is the condition of the
teeth of schoolchildren throughout the State.
1 have visited quite a number of schools re-
cently and I found that most of the children
of very tender age had very had teeth. I
do not know the cause. I do not know whe-
ther the pasteurising of milk kills the vita-
mins in the milk that are necessary for the
building Of good teeth, hut that is a matter
that would be well worth looking into. One
schoolteacher told me that if a child were
found to have perfect teeth, inquiries were
nladle from the parents as to how it was
being fed in order that the information might
he passed on to other parents. I discovered
that it is a common thing for children of
three and four years of age to lose their
teeth. That should not be, and 1 ask
the Minister to request hib officers to
give attention to this matter with a
view to preventing dental decay. He
mentioned the steps taken to combat
tuberculosis-to have people x-rayed. When
I was at Williamstown in Victoria lately
an x-ray machine wvas provided there and
antyone could he x-rayed free of cost.

Many people aire afraid to be x-rayed,
fearing that it will showv that they have
signs of tuberculosis. I helieve it would be
at good thing for everyone in this State to
be x-rayed periodically, and that it would
go a long way towvards combating the
scourge of tuberculosis. Not long ago I
noticed an article in the Press relating to
the discovery in America of a new drug,
calculated to cure tuherculosis. It appeared
in the Sunday Empire News of the 3rd
February, 1946i, and read as follows:-

At the Londlon Sclhool of Hlygicric and Tropi-
,,a! Mledicine Professor East-brick reported-
TDr. 8linan Wakaman, Microbiologist at the
'New JcrscN Agricultural Research Station, of
Rutgers Uniiversity, set out to find a killer
whichl wvould be efficient against the bacteria
that cause tuberculosis, typhoid fcver, dysen-
tery and bladder infection, against all of which
penicillin i:, powerless. After hundreds of abor-
tive exlperimients hie discovered a new' speemes.
of mould- like organifli wich-l lie ntamed
'Streptoniyin.'' By the end of 194' be had

isolated this sub stance in a solid hut crudle
form. Hae found that the minutest dlose of this
new chemnical killed germs of typhoid, dysentery
anal tuberculosis, both huani and bo vine. One
part of st -eptomyein in a miillicot parts of

wvater w as a lethal dose. Thousands of other
chemical substances will do the sme, but will
kill the patient too. After exhaustive tests
Dr. Wakisaa was able to answer, ''IIToxicity
gratifyingly lo."' Impressive results were ob-
tained in experiments on guinea pigs after in-
fcction 1%ith tubercular germs. There was no
evidtnces of the disease developing alter inocu-
lation wvith liar- new drug. This is the most
promising of anti-bacteria! agents, other than
penicillin, yet discovered.

A friend of mine, who is stricken with
tuberculosis, wrote -to the doctor respon-
sible for those experiments, in the hope of
getting some of the drug sent to Western
Australia. The reply received from Dr.
Waksmn~a reads as follows:-

Replying to your letter of recent date, we
regret to say that streptomycia is still pro-
duced in limited amounts, and considerable
time will elapse before large amounts of it are
available for public distribution. Such dis-
tribution is now very limited and is largely
restricted to research institutions. These re-
strictions are aimed to conserve the supply of
this material and to prevent the unwise use of
this vital drug, the applications of which have
not as yet been clearly defined. Many patients
who wvish to receive streptomycin, therefore,
may not be able to obtain it either now or for
months to come. Any requests for this mate-
rial will have to come by way of your physi-
cian to Dr. Chester S. Keefer, Chairmnan, Com-
mittee on Chemotherapeuties, and other agents,
National Research Council, 65 East Newton-
street, Boston 18, Massachusetts.

I suggest to the Minister that he make in-
quiries, through his department, as to the
progress being made with this new drug
with the object, if it is successful, of get-
ting supplies of it for patients in Western
Australia.

BMS. CARDEL1-OLIVER (Subiaco)
[2.50): The Minister reported that there
were still 80 children in the mental hospital,
and I feel there should he some other place
provided for them. During the last few
months I have had before me one or two
cases of subnormal children who could not
be attended to except at Claremont. In my
opinion that is not the place for them. In
onc case a child had been signed up by one
of our noted doctors, but another doctor
refused to sign for the child to go to Clare-
mont. The child was then taken to two or
three other doctors, but none of them would
sign up) the child as a mental case. The
result was that the child went to Claremont,
and is there now. The child is improving.
In the meantime I wrote to the Child Wel-
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fare Department in Melbourne and asked
whether this child could be taken to one of
the Victorian institutions, in which sub-
normal children are dealt with. The Direc-
tor of the Child Welfare Department wrote
back saying that he was sorry he could
not accommodate the child, although it would
be paid for by its parents, because they
already had over 300 children in their sub-
normal children's home which, owin g to
staff shortage, was the total number they
could accommodate. Hie said they have over
2,000 children in Victoria waiting to enter
the subnormal children's institution.

We have a great number of subnormal
children in Western Australia. Some of them
have been dealt with in our ordinary schools
by the Education Department but others,
who cannot be dealt with in that way, are
signed up as mental ebildren and are sent
to Claremont. I think it about time-I feel
sure the Minister will agree-that we bad
an outside establishment, away from the
metropolitan area, where such children could
be treated under special teachers, as is done
in Victoria. They would then not be signed
up as mental children. The child I men-
tioned is progressing favo-urably and will
probably soon leave the institution. For-
tunately she has not been signed up as a
mental ease-which would have militated
against her in after life-but is simply being
treated at Claremont. If the Government
would provide an institution for such chil-
dren, outsidc the metropolitan ares, it could
deal with many who today are subnormal
but not really mental cases- In my opinion
the children are subnormal, in many cases,
because of the environment in wihich their
parents lived before the youngsters were
born. Often the conditions are such as to
prejudice a mother having normal children.

Now, as to maternity eases, the Minister
told uas that the King Edward Memorial
Hospital, together with other hospitals, is
filled to overflowing. It is a. disgrace to see
how many women are being accommodated
in the corridors, and I suggest that we could
get over that difficulty by taking away-I
am not sure whether this is the correct term
-the price-fixing fees in private hospitals.
I believe many women would go to private
hospitals and pay whatever was demanded
of them in order to get accommodation, but
private hospit~ls are closing down because
of prices generally and the price-fixing fees
in particular. If this could be done I be-

liove the King Edward -Memorial Hospital
would be relieved of much of the burden
now thrust upon it. I d10 not suggest that
patients receive less service in the -King
Edward Memorial Hospital than in the
highest priced private hospitals, because the
Government can always demand that they
do. Nevertheless many women can -afford
and would be willing to pay the private hos-
pitals if these fixed fees were abolished. I
believe that 14,000 odd children have been
examined in this State in Government
schools, out of a total of from 57,000 to
00,000. It seems to me a small number to
lie medically examined during their school
period in the year.

In the last 30 or 40 years the London
County Council and other county councils
in England hav-e had examined all the chil-
dren entering the schools, The children are
cxamined on entry, again during the school
period, and when leaving, and any neces-
sary treatment is given to them. During the
period of treatmnent a nurse attends, the
home to find out how they are progressing.
If the parents can afford to pay the doctor
attending the children they must do so, but
otherwise he is paid by the county council.
I think we should adopt someC Such system
here. Surely we could pay our ordinary
doctors- iin vountry towns to examine thie
children who enter the schools in their dis-
tricts. Often such children have defects
that are not known, hut which should be dis-
covered and remedied when they enter
school. At present neither the children nor
their parents may know anything about
such a defect until perhaps it is too late to
do anything about it.

I would like the Minister to consider
whether it is possible for him to give half-
a-pint of milk per school day to those chil-
dren in the junior classes in the metropoli-
tan-suburban State schools whose parents
are on the unemployed list because of the
present strike. I am not asking much, be-
cause I1 know the Government must pay for
what it gets, and the Government's resources
are limited; but it has been proved that the
most physically fit children are those
brought up on milk. The member for Mur-

Children today are getting milk in the State
schools and the parents who can afford to
pay are still doing so. It is not pasteurised
and the children are still drinking it. I
do not think they are any worse off on that
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account. However, I ask the Minister to
give consideration to my request.

I do not know how tong this unfortunate
strike will continue but if it persists for any
lengthy period the children are those that
will sutffer most. In a few years' time we
will find that the present-day children who
are being deprived of so much will be those
unable to pass certain examinations in the
future. The cost of what I suggest would
represent -a mere bagatelle. It might run
into a few hundred pounds if the strike is
not prolonged or a few thousand pounds if
it continues over a long period. In any
case the Government will not be involved in
any administrative costs because the work
could be undertaken through the Child Wel-
fare Department, the Free Milk Council,
parents and citizens' associations or a dozen
other bodies, without a pennyworth of ex-
penditure on the part of the Administration
except for the milk.

AM. DONEY (Williams - Narrogin)
[3.2]: I ask the close attention of the Mini-
ister to the important matter of regional
hospitals and the proposal to erect such in-
stitutions in certain chosen centres through-
out the State. A great deal has been said
olficially about these institutions without1 ap-
parently, having any meaning. The Minister
may know-I am sensible of the fat-
that at Narrogin there is very deep disap-
lpointment, and that applies also to the sur-
rounding district that would be served if a
regional hospital were erected there. The
disappointment arises from the fact that the
published list of the towns chosen as the sites
for the provision of regional hospitals did not
c-ontain the name of Narrogin. That is ex-
ti cindy hard to understand, particularly
having regard to the promises or statenienta
that in some instances amnounted to promises,
that Narrogin would certainly he selected as
one of the centres for a central hospital. I
would like the -Minister to say, if he is able
to do so, exactly what qualifications a rural
entre must have in this respect. I do not
know that Narrogin lacks any. I do not
think it does; it possesses all the necessary
qualifications.

There was a time when the 'Minister's pre-
dreessor, now the Minister for Lands, accom-
panied by Mr. Huelin, visited Narrogin on
the occasion of the opening of the children's
wvard at the local hospital. At that time Mr.

Huelin made it very plain-he spoke with
some authority-that Narrogin could rely
upon being one of the centres to be chosen
for a regional hospital. He made some ex-
treniely complimentary references to the gen-
eral set-up of the present hospital, its cen-
trality and the gre-at distances north, south,
east and west from which patients came for
treat ment at the institution. Mr. Huelin is
a man whose words should carry considerable
weight, and on that occasion we were cer-
tautly entitled to understand from what he
told us that Narrogin would be one of the
chosen centres. No doubt at a later" date, tht.
Minister will probably remember, I ar-
ranged a deputation to wait upon him from
certain Narrogin townsmen, who ultimately'
caine to Perth. The deputation included the
editor of a chain of newspapers in the Great
Southern, two doctors resident ait Narrogin
and the mayor of the town.

At that time the published list to which
I previously referred was being examined
and Narrogin was not included among the
Chosen places. Dr. Maceke and Dr. Hen zell
-- Mr. Stitfold, the present Under Secretary,
was there at the time-both said that the list
was to he regarded as purely tentative and
that the absence of Narrogin from it was
oPC no eon sequence. They farther intimated
that it might be anticipated that at a later
date the town would be added to the list.
That has not happened so far. The present
Minister told mse in a subsequent conversa-
tion I had with him that little notice need
be taken of the list, which should be re-
grarded as experimental. He further said
that Narrogin might be included in it later
on. I would like the Minister to say what
the position is now, whether more towns are
to be added to the list and whether Narrogiii
is likely to be included.

Will the Minister intimate whether he
would still be prepared to hear the case for
the inclusion of Narrogin, and if so. whether
it would receive the consideration that is ob-
viously its due? Will he consider receiving
a deputation similar to the one I have a!-
ready mentioned? I would like him to tell
mne whether such a move would be of any
use. If he thinks it would, I hope hr will
inform me accordingly. I have a newspaper
eutting in my possession dealing with a do-
liltation from Geraldton with regard to hos-
pital matters affecting that town. The de-

1q4O
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putation included the ex-Premier, the present
member for Geraldton, and it pointed out to
the Minister that the local hospital was, 1
think the words used were, "in a terrible
state," from which I drew the conclusion that
an entirely new building will have to be
erected there. It was stated at that time that
the liunbury hospital wvould need, if I re-
member aright, to be rebuilt almost in its
entirety and that only lack of materials pre-
vented a start being made on the construc-
tional work. In that respect I point out to
the Minister that at Norrogin by contrast
the hospital is only .12 years old and since it
was originally constructed has had additions
made to it. Nothing in the way of repairs
is therefore required to the building, al-
though possibly some add itionb will be neces-
sary.

Having regard to the shortage of materials
and the fact that practically none would he
required at Narrogin if a regional hospital
were located there, the claims of that centre
for the immediate construction of a ecutia
hospital sbould be very strong. He knows
that it eaters for a very large area. Indeed,
unless one includes the North-West, the
Goldfields and, possibly, Gcraldton, one would
not find another centre operating to which
patients arc drawn from such long distances
on all sides. It will be scen, therefore, that
there is not only a natural feeling of dis-
appointment bitt irritation on the part of the
residents of Norrogin when they realise that
despite all the promises and halt l-1rom1ises
nmde to them, nothing has been done. If the
Minister wvill spare some time to answer the
questions I have submitted, I shall he obliged.

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[3.10]: I hope the Government will start
immediately upon the building of more hos-
pitals in this State, We have heard a lot
about building priorities but the time has
arrived when we can justly claim that the
provision of more hospital accommodation
should have first priority. The position re-
garding hospital accommodation is becom-
ing worse and that state of affairs, I am
afraid, will continue. There are several
reasons why this is so. The member for
Nedlands referred to the aged sick and
chronic cases. On account of free hos-
pitalisation there is a greater tendency to-
day to put chronic ecases into hospital and,
once they are there, it is exceedingly diff-

cult to get them out. One cannot blame
those responsible for putting such cases into
hospital for they know that the patients will
be looked after there. The position arises,
however, that they may remain in hospital
for indefinite periods with the result that
urgent cases are deprived of beds. It is now
very many years since anything was done
in Western Australia by way of providing
accommodation for old age patients and
those suffering from chronic ailments. In
fact, scant consideration has been given in
that direction.

In the general plan of hospital isation
something has to be done to cater for those
particular classes of cases. I, too, wvould like
the Minister to give us ponve indication
of when it is likely a start will he made iii
the provision of more hospital aecommioda-
tio11. He told us where the regional hos-
pitals are to be located. The time has also
arrived in view of the urgency of the situa-
tion when we should be told where the sub-
regional hospitals are to be established.
When presenting the Lean Estimates the
Premier said that £442,000 was being made
available for hospital work. I do not know
how much of that amount has been set aside;
for new hospitals. I certainly hope a sub-
stantial proportion will be available for
building requirements. From time to time
we hear many public speakers advocating
an increase in the birth rate. The present
conditions are not such as to encourage an
increase in that direction. It is exceedingly
difficult to secure accommodation in a ma-
ternity hospital and only recently some of
them have had to dlose.

Whiat is the use of talking about an in-
crease in the birth rate if we have not the
necessary hospital accommodation for ex-
pectant mothers? It is not uncommon for
women to approach people to use their in-
fluence on their behalf in order to secure
hospital accommodation even out of their
own district. Something should be said also
about the shortage of nurses. Here again
the position does not seem to be improv-ing.
I find that even since the war the increases
inh the salaries of the nurses has not made
any appreciable difference to them. I sug-
gest to the Minister that he should try to
make a survey with a view to providing
for the future of the nursing profession.
He should get some person, preferably a
nurse, to visit the schools of the State,
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especially the secondary schools and the
larger schools, to ascertain the number of
girls who are likely to be available. It
could bo pointed out to the pupils how
urgent is the need for nurses iin this State
and they could be given a general outline
of the life that a nurse might expect.

The Minister might perhaps secure the
co-operation of the heads of the schools
in ageertainilig how many girls are likely
to enter the profession. He would then
know what the position is likely to be for
some years ahead. We have been given
a number of reasons why nurses cannot be
obtained today. I am told by an auth-
oritative source that girls of the requisite
age were born in years of a very low birth-
rate-I presume that means the depression

ycr-and that other girls married young
during the war years, while a certain nuim-
her went to America and there were the
heavy demands of industry for female
labour. Something should be done to make
the profess6ion more attractive. The need
for nurses is so urgent that, if it is a
matter of salary, we should increase it to
induce girls to eater the profession. When
all is said and done, it is amiongst the most
honourable of all professions.

When the country was in danger from
war, we made appeals to the people and
they were answered. I believe that if an
appeal were made for girls to enter the
nursing profession, and if we pointed out
how urgent was the need and how short the
supply, the appeal would be answered. The
present method of staffing hospitals seems
to me to be catch-as-catch-can. A certain
hospital holding out inducements may be
able to get quite a number of nurses, while
another hospital in still more urgent need
is unable to obtain them. That is wrong,
and something should be done about it. The
time has arrived when these nurses who
accept employment in Government hospi-
tals and committee-run hospitals--the
latter are practically Government hospital4
-should be transferred from hospital to
hospital under some system. The Minister
should give consideration to this suggestion.

The Minister for Health: By bringing
down legislation!I

Mr. 'MLARTY: I do not know whether
legislation is necessary; but, if so, it should
be brought down. I cannot see any other

satisfactory method of staffing hospitals
than that which I have suggested. I would
like to add a word or two about the mental
hospitals of the State. Before the war, it
was the intention of the Government to
provide accommodation in some country
district. I think Wokalup wvas mentioned,
bitt I have siace heard-although not offici-
ally-that it is now proposed to convert
WVokalup into an agricultural college. If
so, perhaps the Minister would tell the
Committee whether any plan has been
evolved for the future requirements of
mental cases. I notice in the report of the
hoard of visitors to the Claremont asylum
that hospital accommodation there is also
ini a bad way. The report states, in regard
to sleeping accommodation, that both hos-
pital wards in the female section are con-
siderably overcrowded and it is necessary
for some women to sleep on the floor. That
is highly undesirable and something should
be (lone to remedy the position.

I hope when the Minister replicA
lie will tell the Cominrttee that defi-
nite plans are being undertaken for
the immediate building of hospitals.
The Minister has offered to visit my
-district in the near future. I want him
then to inspect the Pinjarra. Hospital, as
to which the chief medical officer said he
would not rant it a certificate as a third-
rate boardinghouse. The Minister's pre-
decessor knows all about that hospital. It
is overcrowded and the accommodation is
hopelessly inadequate. What is worse,, it
seems to get busier and thus the position
is deteriorating all the time. I hope the
Minister will make his inspection as soon
as possible and do something to alleviate
the present trouble.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [3.22]: When
introducing his Estimates, the Minister cer-
tainly gave us plenty to read and consider.
He mentioned the difficulties with which the
department has to contend, but did not in-
dicate how they were to be met. For instanee,
he admitted that the hospital scheme we at
p resent have is a patient-scheme and that
the hospitals are not getting anything out of
it; in fact, they are losing, but he did not
tell us how the difficulty was to be overcome.
lie also said that the doctors at the Royal
Perth Hospital objected to treating people
free who could afford to pay. He sides with
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the doctors, but again be does not say that he
is going to do anything in the matter. Per-
haps the doctors will finally decide them-
selves and then the Minister will find himself
landed in some trouble.

The Minister for Health: I did indicate
to you that it was the responsibility of the
Commonwealth Government.

MAr. SEWARD: Someone else's respon-
sibility 1 We have a Minister for Health and
we expect him to look after the health of the
State.

The Minister for Health: We are not de-
pending on the Commonwealth.

Mr. SEWARD: The Minister said he was.
He also dealt with regional hospitals. He
said it was to he assumed that the smaller
hospitals would go out of existence, but then
he pointed out that that -would not be so, he-
cause patients would be taken from the
smaller hospitals to the regional hospital, be
examined and reported upon, and then re-
turned to the smaller hospitals. We shall
therefore be running patients from one hos-
pital to another and I do not think that will
improve matters. The Minister said it would
save the patients travelling 200 or 300 miles
to Perth. That remark induced me to go
into the matter of regional hospitals and I
found the position most interesting. We have
three regional hospitals-one at Bunbury,
one at Collie and another at Manjimup, all
three within a radius of 45 miles. I presume
we shall have one at Perth. The next is at
Oeraldton, which is 300 miles away. But
from Geraldton to Mullewa and from Mul-
lewa to Meekatharra, there is no regional
hospital at all.

Again, there is no regional hospital between
Geraldton and Northam, a step of about
400 mires. From Northam we go to Katan-
ning, 162 miles; from Katanning to Albany,
100 miles. Going in the other direction, we
proceed from Northam to Merredin and
from Merredin to Kalgoorlie, so that who-
ever drew up this wonderful scheme of re-
gional hospitals would be well advised to go
into the matter again. A more ridiculous
set-up one cannot imagine. There are fire
regional hospitals between Bunbury and Al-
bany, one at Northamn, one at Kalgoorlie andi
another at Merredin, and then we have one
at Geraldton. Cannot we do better than
that!T It seems to me that the scheme, like
the comprehensive water scheme, was drawn
uip by civil servants who have not the

islightest. knowledge of the requirements of
the country, and the sooner the Minister gets
the scheme altered the better it will be for
all concerned, The member for Williams-
Narrogin might have something to say about
the fact that the regional hospital at Katan-
niag is 102 miles from Northam. I venture to
suggest to the Minister that he remodel the
scheme and get someone to do the work who
understands the country conditions.

I wish to say a word or two in regard to
nurses' conditions. The Minister said these
arc riot all that one would like them to be.
Incidentally, he mentioned that the Principal
Architect was being delayed in the prepara-
tion of plans for new buildings. It might be
a good idea to have a word with the Princi-
pal Architect and ask him to reduce his work
a little. It seems extraordinary that a plan
must he lprepared for every school that is to
ba built. Surely the Principal Architect could
prepare a model set of plans for an institu-
tion of a certain size, so that it would be un-
necessary to draw up new plans every time
a new building had to be erected. That would
at all events reduce the work of the Principal
Architect.

Mir. Gross: A pity we could not have
model members!

Mr. SEWARD: The member for Canning
Would not be here in that case. The Minis-
ter made a most extraordinary statement. .Rc
blamed the nurses because, as he said, they
Would not form a union. He also said that
he had a poor idea of them because they
would not form a union.

The Minister for Health: I did not say I
had a poor idea of them. I have always held
them in high respect.

Mr. SEWARD: I will give the Minister
his exact words.

The Minister for Health: You are putting
your construction on them.

Mr. SEWARD: The Minister said, "I felt
v'ery small to think that the nurses had so
much dignity that they put their work before
their remuneration." The Minister ought to
have felt a sense of pride in the knowledge
that we had women who placed their work
before their remuneration.

The Minister for Health: You know per-
fectly well that I did not mean it in that way.

Mr. SEWARD: The living conditions of
the nurses arc abominable;- they arc not even
provided with furniture. In many instances
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they were forced to live on verandahs, with
only a blind provided to keep off thie rain.
One should not expect Women Who have to
work at night to live under such conditions;.
In many places the sleeping quarters are well
away from the hospital. That state of af-
fairs must be altered. I heard the member
for Murray-Wellington suggest that some
person should be sent to school- with a view
to putting before the pupils the necessity for
girls to enter the nursing profession; but how
could one expect them to answer the call
when they are forced to live under the con-
ditions I have outlined, no matter how high
the pay might he? The scheme propounded
by the Minister includes a disabilities allow-
ance in addition to overtime pay should a
hospital be under-staiffed.

The Minister for Health:- Should we not
give it to them!

Mr. SEWARD: It is a stupid thing. The
men in the big unions say straight out, "We
will not work overtime." But, because the
Minister cannot establish new hospitals. he
says that nurses can do it and be paid for
the disability.

The Minister for Health: Owing to their
nobility they are doing the best they can.

Mr. SEWARD: Who, the Government 9

The Minister for Health: No, the nurses.

Mr. SEWARD: We know that. The Gov-
ernment should do something for the nurses3.

The Minister for Health: It is doing
everything possible for them.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. SEWARD: The building of hospitals

will not overcome the difficulty. I would]
refer the Minister to an interesting New
Zealand experience. The "Christian Science
Monitor" of the 6th July last, in comment-
ing on the objective of social security "from
the cradle to the grave" in New Zealand had
this to say-

It has n ot been an uninuxed blessing. It Wkas
apparently not foreseen that free treatment
would lead the public rushing to the doctor
with the smallest complaints. Similarly the de-
minnd for hostpital accommodation multipilied,
and overcrowding resulted. An extensive build.
i p)rogrimme was initiated, only to be met

with a shortage of nurses and female staff.

That is wvhat will happen bore if more hos-
puitals are built because we have not suffici-
ent nurses; to staff the present ones. The
Minister has already said that we will need

another 200 nurses for the new Royal Perth
Hospital, and that new nurses' quarters
would be built near it. W~ell, if there
is aI worse place in the city in which
to build those quarters I would like to
know where it is. The hospital itself is in
a shocking place and to expect the nurses
to keep premises clean in a sooty place
above the railway station is expecting the
impossible.

I wish now to refer to the position at
P ingelIlIy. Characteristically enough the
Government will do nothing; it sits down
and hopes for something to turn up! Dur-
ig the war the old women, housed in the
home at Ouildford, were dispersed through-
out the State and we have two of them at
Pingelly. They are not fit subjects for a
hospital; they require constant attention. On
Monday last the matron told mne that she
has to get up every night to give some at-
tention to these women. They are so diffi-
cult that some women patients have got out
of bed at night time and gone home rather
than stay in the hospital. I suppose those
old people are note really responsible for
their actions. I have on several occasions
asked that provision be made for them else-
where, and I have been told that the Minis-
ter hopes to be able to do something in the
way of erecting a building. We all know
that that cannot be done under five years
at least.

lWhat will happen in the meantime? Will
this hospital close up? The people will not
tolerate the Position and neither will the
nursing staff. fle-rause of the extra work
imposed on the nurses, they are going else-
where and we are reduced at the moment,
at the Pingelly hospital, to the matron. I
point out that the Governor's residence at
Albany is let to a doctor. Cannot the Min-
ister find something better for that build-
ing, which is in a wonderful position for the
purpose I have mentioned? I know
of another bunilding in which soldiers
were stationed And they hacked the
.stairway out of it for firewood. Some-
thing better ennld be done with these
places than merely hiring them out for
A couple of poiundr; at week. I want the
Mtinister to do ,nmething to bring about the
removal of the old people from the hospit.l
at Pinigelly. The matron there has told me
that she has si's or eight midlwifery case,;
booked up for the remainder of this month,
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anid she has no sister to help her. Theso
problems will not be solved by doling out
an extra 30s. a week; they must be tackled
in a broader way.

A close inquiry should be held amongst
the nurses to find out just what are the dis-
abilities that they complain of so that they
can be rectified . There is no doubt that
many of our nurses are going to the Eastern
States, even if, at the same time, a few are
coming here. I was recently talking to some
girls who wvent to the Eastern States be-
cause of the better conditions offering. Those
are the only matters that I wish to bring
before the notice of the Minister, bitt they
are urgent; particularly the distribution of
the regional hospitals, because not one is
planned to he established between Perth and]
(ceraldton. There should at least be one at
Moora, or thereabouts. it is not going to
be much good to a patient to be involved in
a motor trip of 150 miles to get to a regional
hospital.

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [3.361:- It
seems to me that we could complain of the
Health Department for so long that we could
spend the whole of the session on the one
subject. As a result members usually select
certain matters to bring to the Minister's
notice. I believe that the position of Com-
missioner of Health is one of the most ]im-
portant in this State and I wras glad to see,
recently, not one but two outbursts by him
in a really militant fashion. He attacked the
people and almost threatened them for their
neglect in a hundred and one ways. I wish
thant the Government, at that time, had come
out and supported its Commissioner, because
I am of opinion that, throughout the years,
the Health Department has slowly been over-
whelmed by public apathy in many of its
duties. I regret to say that some years ago
a new health officer was appointed in my dis-
trict and he started in a very militant fashion
by attacking right-of-wars and other things
in the Claremont electorate, and the only
result of his trouble was that the householders
became outraged and went after his blood.
Within about six months he became a very
quiet health officer. That man has since died.

I am convinced that many Of Our prob-
lems are now within reach of solution. Dur-
ing my first years in Parliament there was
practically only one question to be tackled,
namnely, "How can you get the money for
this or that?" All kinds of commissions were

appointed and resolutions passed to deal
with that problem, but, with our recent war
experiences, that question has been shelved
and we are able to deal with health matter,*
in a more deliberate way than was possible
in the past. The first suggestion I make on
the health problem is that Parliament should
lead a-nd not follow in health matters. That
would mean that everything in this builaing
would lie the very best that we could pro-
vide, in the knowledge of modern science, so
that the people would have something to fob-
low. For instance,. the Chambers in which
we do our work would be air-conditioned-
not in ny luxurious way, but efficiently so
as to ensure the best work from members
both in the cold of the winter and the heat
of the summer. The same thing should apply
to the "Hansard" reporting staff. We could
set an example in many other directions.

Lately there has been much changing of
front in regard to what is; or what ia not,
healthy in the diet. For many years mem-
bers wero regaled with facts about the need
for vlioleineal bread and for milk and other
such commodities. I will deal first of all with
wholemeal bread. Only recently it was stated
officially, and 6ver the air,' that there is some
drawback to wholemeal bread. It is now
said, by those who claim from time to time
to be experts, to be a fact, that wholemeal
bread prevents calcium being used in the
system, and we were told over the air not
very long ago, by a well-known commenta-
tor, that all the children of Wales were, for
a time, put on wholemeal bread and that one
in every two got rickets within six months.
Yet, so far there has not been a statement
from the Minister for Health, or the Com-
missioner,' as to whether there should be some
doubt cast on wholemeal bread.

I come now to the question. of milk. At
present there is much controversy in another
place, and in the Press, as to whether milk
should he pasteurised. Slowly but surely it
seems to me that those who advocate pas-
teurisation are. winning the day and getting
more support. The point is-and again I
am urging the Health Department to take
notice-that we have a medical assertion that
pasteurised milk is what we should have, but
coupled with that statement is another medi-
cal assertion that citrus fruits should also
be consunmed by the people whose milk is
pasteurised. If we go d]own to the orchards
in the South-West we find that the fruit-
growers are receiving Governmcnt cheques
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for burying the fruit. Then we wonder why
people are still advocating, perhaps in. their
ignorance, the consumption of naked milk
-the natural milk from the cow with all its
imperfections. Perhaps it is because they
realise that the other sort-the heated milk
-needs the fruit that is, today, being buried.
Those are the kind of things which make
people lose their faith in us.

There should be a connecting up of
policies and a statemnt issued by the de-
partment. This is an urgent time for our
new Commissioner of Leleth, who has made
such a splendid start, to come forwvard with
some further statements dealing with these
questions in a way that the people can fol-
low. In other words, there would have to
be a statement on the milk question anid
many others. Of course the matter of the
burial of fruit to which I was referring just
now is a Federal one, and that is another of
our complications. The Mlinister for Health
could not, I suppose, undo the burial of the
fruit if he wanted to, If he attempted to start
a new policy for the general distribution of
fruit to balance the heated or pasteurised
milk, the use of which is being advocated, it
would take him SI] his time to do so and he
would hare a big worry on his hands that hie
has not got today. We as the representatives
of the people are entitled to urge things of
this kind, to urge a connected policy in our
dietary problems as in other cases.

I now conic to the question of rats. For
many years we have had the industry of
shooting rats in the dlark. Sometimes there
are articles in "The West Australian" show-
how rat killers go round at inight and shoot
the rodents. They do not, however, shoot
them all; there are always a few left for the
next time. We do not want that. There is
on the market today a new form of rat killer
which I think will do the same for -rats as
D.D.T. can do, if it has not yet done so, for
flies and mosquitoes. I trust the Health De-
partment will look into this new method of
externinating the rodent;, and not merely
allow the old system to go on which merely
deals with the matter only so far as keeping
down the number of rats is concerned. I
realise, as I indicated before, that the people
themselves are largely to be charged with
responsibility for their neglect in health ques-
tions. Unless the Comimissioner for Public
Health receives the fullest backing in all he
has advocated in his recent outbursts, nothing
much more can follow.

A year or two ago the then Minister for
Health brought down a comprehensive mea-
sure in an attempt to clean up the eating
houses in Perth. Those establishments were
in a state of neglect and were an affront to
the community as well as in opposition to the
health laws of the day. I do not know
,whether the present 'Minister for Health will
tell us that thingrs have improved in that re-
spect, but I think there will he a constant job
ahead of the department in this connection.
If people began to imagine what happens in
some of these cafe kcitchens, I think they
would rather stay at home and eat bread and
butter than have a mieal there, It is not
merely a question of imagination. There are
peCople who are clever enough to work out a
method of obtaining a good deal of money as
a result of the condition of affairs. They
might sit down to a meal in a restaurant, and
one of the party might suddenly call out
"Help" or a girl in the party may scream
and then someone opens a meat pie and in
the middle discovers a cooked mouse. The
party then may make a claim upon the
restaurant for this shameful neglect. Unless
strict attention is paid by the Health De-
partment to these establishments that is the
sort of thing that could happen.

Nowv that Parliaments or Governments
have solved their main financial problems,
for it is claimed that what is physically pos-
sible is financially possible, I trust the auth-
orities will be able to give more attention to
this Vote, spend more money on it, and ap-
point more experts to handle the questions
involved with a view to linking up the various
problems which' are concerned with the
health of the community. Another member
referred to teeth. I would ask the MNinis-ter
for Health what his attitude is or what is
the attitude of the expert officers with re-
gard to the question of fluorine in water. In
two or three of the large cities of America
it has been discovered that the teeth of the
people there were perfect and were hardly
causing any trouble. It was found that
fluorine was present in the water supplies.
I understand that in the United States ex-
periments are being made in a big way by
adding fluorine to the water that is given
to the people in the hope that lasting im-
provements may be brought about.

Problems associated with teeth have oe-
cupied the attention of dental men in Aus-
tralia for mtiy years. I trust the Minister
will he able to give us some idea as to how
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the Government views the question of adding
florine to water, and whether something
can be done in a small way to carry out
tcs~s in Western Australia. It is known that
questions associated with teeth, teeth eul-
ture and the growth of bone are largely
liroppcd up Jn certain Zispositions of
chemicals and different elements and the
proportions thereof. Such questions cannot
be brushed aside as they have been in the
past to take their chance. During the years
I spent iii Parliament I have noticed a great
differentce between ourselves and the people
outside concerning our respective views on
these overall questions. Members of the
public outside see the problems which they
wish to be discussed and concerning which
they desire to see improvements effected in
Parliament. Unfortunately for us when we
come here we find that the problems which
can he attacked and dealt with by the Gov-
ernment are as thle stars in the sky-they
are unlimited. The most we can do is to
handle a few of the things we see in front of
us and hope for the beat.

HON. J. 0. WILLOOCK (Geraidton)
[3.531: 1 listened with interest to the Mint-
ister's remarks as to where hospital acconm-
modation is to be provided in the various
towns. Tremendous interest is exhibited
throughout the State concerning extra hos-
pital accommodation. Most people want to
know how long and when it will he before
sucht accommodation is provided. There is a
big problem confronting Western Australia
in regard to what we are going to do in con-
nection with firstly homes, then hospitals,
then the requirements of industry, and then
schools. All these four items can be looked
upon as of first-rate importance. There lies
to be priority in reg-ard to them and within
each separate category there has to be prior-
ity in regard to thle establishment of hos-
pitals, the homes,' the industrial huildings,
and the schools, as the case may be. I do
not say that hospitals arc the most import-
ant things, neither would anyone say that
everything should be set aside for the build-
ing of homes. We must make some reason-
able progress in all these things.

I should like to know whethenr the Govern-
ment has given consideration to the really
urgent necessity in Western Australia, withi
the limited matferials"at our disposal and the
limited number of mnent available, to erect

the necessary buildings. The people of Ger-
aldton have been told that that town will
be a centre for regional hospitals. 'They
asked inc1 "When!I" I say to the 'Minister,
'-Whcn-1', and tile Minister says to the
Undler-Seretary and to the Public Works
Department, "WhenI" but we dto not get
any reply. It is time we set ai target,
hitched our wagon to a star, and laid down
a lprogramme, so that wve might know in.
what order things are going to be done.
Schools aro vary important. Some people
in making plans for the future do not know
whether a school will be provided. in the dis-
trict or whiether they will have to send their
children far afield to be educated. The
same thing- occurs in connection with hos-
pitals. It is not known whether people will
hare to provide some kind of hospital ac.
comnmodation for themselves in a small wayv
or whether in two or three years the hospital
will be provided to eater for the require-
nients of the district.

Mr. 'North: Do you think a long-term
policy should be announced?

1-Ion, J. C. WILLOOCK: Yes, We all
n.gree that the most important things are the
four to which I have referred. Within those
four categories we ought to say what the
priority is going to be. As the member
for Geraldton, I would put hospitals first,
and the Geraldton hospital in front of other
hospitals. Apart from that parochial view,
I would say that certain buildings of general
import should he commenced first of all, and
flhnt the people of the city and the country
districts should be informed when it is pro-
posed to commence that building programme,
when the target wve have set ourselves is
likely to lie hit in respect to the miany things
required to be done. It may be that
in certain districts there is unemployment
and no work for those concerned to do.
'Thlose people may not want to move front
thle (listrict, but there may be a public work
which could be started that would overcome

th dicly Taking all in all, can we
not say that so far ats hospitals are con-
cernedl we are going to attempt to build
two or three each year for the next five
years? I understand that about a dozen
hospitals are required.

In ctonnection with schools, could we not
say that we are going to build two or three
at this, that or thle other place In regard
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to industrial establishments there will be some
industries to which preference should be
given, such as those which provide the most
remunerative emnployment for people. Such
establishments should be given precedence
over others. In regard to homes, we should
have a programme for the whole State and
soy that a certain number are going to be
built in this, that or the other district, in the
metropolitan area, or wherever it may be de-
cided to build them. At present no-one
knows how or when those things which are
so urgently required will be provided. The
Government could instruct the Workers'
Homes Board to do this, that or the other ,
in the order laid down. If the board were
told what the Government's idea was in re-
gard to priority in connection with the four
items to which I have referred, gr-cat satis-
faction would be given to the people. If the
community knew that it had to wait two or
three years, it would put up with the delay,
but if it were told that in the dim and dis-
tant future they might get this, that or the
other, they are likely to become discontented,'
and numerous agitations which should be un-
necessary may be brought about.

A decision has to be made, and if it is
made and conveyed to the people, a lot of
satisfaction will go with it. I hope that
suggestion will be adopted, and that, in re-
gard to the particular aspect of the con-
struction of buildings to which I have re-
ferred, the Government will see that priority
is given to the most urgent needs. The pub-
lie should know in what order and where
hospitals will be provided. I would not say
that only regional hospitals have to be built
as yet. In some places there is a necessity
for small sub-regional hospitals, and they
should be given greater priority than bigger
regional hospitals which cost a lot of money
and would sap a lot of our resources in the
wvay of building materials and labour. An
announcement along those lines would give
universal satisfaction and get the Govern-
ment out of the trouble caused by the un-
certainty in the minds of people as to when
these urgent facilities can be. embarked upon
in the districts concerned.

MR. HILL (Albany) [4.0]: 1 have
listened with great interest to the member
for Geraldton and would like to endorse
his remarks. The suggestion he has made
-in effect, that the Government should

treat the local people with more confidence
-is a very wise one. All over the State
there are public-spirited people who would
be only too glad to give their time and in
many cases their money to assist the Gov-
ernment, but the Government does not take
them into its confidence and they do not
know what its proposals are for the various
buildings to conic under construction.

During this session I have visited two
hospitals. The first was the Nortliam hos-
pital on the death of my father-in-law.
The matron showed me the recently con-
structed additions to the building and was
very proud indeed of the new part. I will
not offer a cheap sneer and say that
Northam got those facilities because it is
the constituency of the Deputy Premier.
Tlo make such an insinuation would be most
unfair and uncalled for, but I was glad to
find one country hospital with the facili-
ties urgently required in our main country
centres. Albany presents a different pr-o-
position. At Northam it was possible to
erect the additions on the existing site and
carry out the work gradually. At Albany a
few days later, I visited my son who was
seriously ill in the hospital. The doctor
camne in. The only place where he could
wash his hands was in the ward. There
was no proper sterilising room. The Al-
bany hospital is a disgrace to a civilised
community. When I was first elected, one
of the doctors suggested that I should make
certain arrangements with the Health Dc-
partinent and he would do his part at Al-
bany. The idea was that he should have
a machine gun to keep the fire brigade
away and that the Health Department
should make a satisfactory insurance ar-
rangement and get a good fire. When T
put the suggestion to the Under Secretary
for Health, he said, "'It is a jolly good
idea. I wvishi we could do it, but the trouble
is the darned building would not burn.''

The 'Minister, a few months ago0, visited
the Albany hospital and saw the deplorable
condition of it. I hope that the building
of a new hospital at Albany will be made
a very urgent priority. I fully realise that
the position is very different from that at
Northam. What was necessary at Northam
could be done in conjunction with the exist-
ing building and as part of a long-range
scheme. At Albany the position is far more
difficult. The whole of the present build-
ing will have to be scrapped and a new
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hospital erected on another site. The pre-
sent site is unsuitable.

This brings me to another aspect arising
out of a remark made by the Minister for
Works at Albany recently. He referred to
the battle of sites for the Albany Hospital.
I can assure members including the M1in-
ister that there is no battle of sites at Al-
bany. Several sites have been suggested
and I have inspected them with. the Min-
ister. Some people favour one site and
some another site, but it has not developed
into a battle or even a skirmish. One site
J visited with the M3inister I favour keenly.
It is convenient, hut it suffers a serious
disadvantage in that it consists of an al-
most -solid block of granite, and that site
had been turned down by the Chief Archi-
tect. I am pleased that in my town there
has been a revival of the hospital commit-
tee and that there, in conmmoni with many
other places, we have people of public
spirit who will collaborate with the Gov-
ernment. I hope the Minister will do all
in his power to collaborate with those
people and take them into his confidence
and do his best for the centres in urgent
need of reasonable hospital provision.

ILK LESIE (Mlt. Marshall) [4.4): My
chief purpose in rising is to register a pro-
test ag-ainst the repeated use of a wrongful
description of the Hospital Benefits Agree-
meat. The Minister, when introducing his
Estimates, repeated the statement that a per-
son could demand a bed in a public hospital.

The Minister for Health: Not necessarily
"demand."

Air, LES~IE: Those were the Minister'r.
-words, and that was not the first occasion
on which he had used them. I register a
protest against the constant use of that as-
sertioa because it places the public in an
entirely wrong position. The fact is that
they should demand a private bed, but A
public bed is their right under the scheme.
Not only is it their right, but under -the
scheme a person is entitled to receive 6is.
per day, or, as is set out in the agreement-

Subject to the next succeediag paragraph,
the State shall ensure that no fees are charged
to or iii respect of qualified persons occupying
beds in a public hospital.

The onus is on the State to provide a bed
and no fee may be charged. It is not for
the public to demand a bed, thereby imply-

ing that they are in the position of paupers-
The Minister made the position worse by
saying there were some people wvho were
taking advantage of the public bed arrange-
merit, although they could afford to pay for
a private bed. I do not consider that those
people are taking advantage of the scheme
at all. They are merely exercising their
right, and thc suggestion that they are tak-
ing, advantage of the scheme is altogether
wrong. This is creating a wrong impression,
and many people with whom I come into
contact take strong exceoption to it. They
say that it they are entitled to participate
in the hospital benefits scheme, they- should
not be placed in the position of having to
demand a public bed. It should be the other
way round; if a private bed is available, a
person should demiand it.

I consider that the scheme should operate
in this way: Every person is automatically
entitled to free hospital treatment and -no
controller of a public hospital has any right
to suggest anything different. A person
entering a hospital is entitled to a public
bed free of charge, but if he prefers anl
intermediate or private bed, he is entitled
to express that wish. I hope the Minister
will desist from repeati-ng the statement
about people demanding a public bed. When
the scheme was first introduced, I criticised
the basis of it. I said that the people were
being sold a pup. The Minister's remarks on
the operation of the scheme confirms what
I said. This is another of those half-
baked social schemes introducing something
for which no adequate preparation had been
made by the Governments. Hospital facili-
ties and accommodation are insufficient to
meet the needs, as was instanced by the
Minister when he spoke of the difficulties
arising from the objection of the medical
fraternity to provide free treatment,

I sympathise with the medical men; I do
not think it was expected that they would
provide free treatment in. a free hospital.
At the same time, these difficulties should
have been foreseen and provided for before
the scheme was brought in, just as the mat-
ter of the charges should have been pro-
perly arranged. The Minister said the scheme
had resulted in no saving to the State. I
said from the first that that would be the
experience. Nor is it saving anything to the
community who, by generous donations,
have been responsible for the equipment and
maintenance of their hospitals. They are
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still obliged to go cap in hand to the public
asking for donations to maintain their hos-
pitals and improve the equipment. The
whole scheme has been one sheer bluff. It
is saving patients 6is. a day-

Hon. J. C. Willeock: There is no bluff
about that.

Mr. LESLIE: 'No, but it iii taking the
6s. from another pocket. If the Common-
wealth contribution had been based on the
cost per patient per day, there would have
been a saving to the public and the State.

The Minister for Health: You would still
have to pay taxation,

Mr. LESLIE: But nowhere near the
amount we have to pay today. The districts
that have provided a public or a committee
hospital have done so, not because they want-
ed something- to boast about or wished to be
considered progressive communities, hut be-
cause it was something essential1 and it wvas
provided as a result of tremendous sacri-
fices. I have been a member of a hospital
board long enough to know this. I have been
associated with the erection of three hospi-
tals in country districts during the last 20
years, so I know something of the sacrifices
involved.

When this generous hospital benefitsi
scheme was introduced-I was not a member
at the time-we anticipated that at last we
were at the end of the road where we had
constantly to call on the people to assist
the hospital funds. But the sehemie has not
had that effect. The financial position
of some of the hospitals has improved only
because they, by highly efficient management,
could show a good average collection for the
base years upon which the payment by the
Government was fixed. Others could not show
such results, but that was due to no fault
of theirs. However, the benefit to them has
not been so great.

The present agreement is for five years
only, and I think it wvell that now, while the
scheme is in actual operation, the weak-
neses should be pointed out to the Govern-
ment so that when the time comes for re-
newing the agreement or drawing up a new
one, the wrong premises upon which the
existing agreement has been based will not
be adopted. The annoying part is to find
provision for the payment of 6is. per day
for a patient regrardless of the cost, and this
provision must go. In future, adequate eon-

tributions must be made by the Common-
wealth out of the social services taxr which,
goodness knows, is high enough, and the
payment should be on the cost per patient
per day to the hospital.

Mention has been made of the King Ed-
ward Memorial Hospital and the faeilities
for maternity nursinig. This is a matter that
I believe is causing the Minister some worry.
Whether it is causing him as much concern
as the position warrants is a matter for his
own conscience hut, in my opinion, the de-
plorably limited amount of accommodation
for maternity cases is something that de-
mandsq the urgent attention of the Govern-
ment, even if the solution of the problem
involves the acquiring of premises of a
temporary nature. Only during the last week
we have had Press reports of the number
of expectant mothers unable to find accom-
modation in nursing homes iii order that
their childlren might ho born tinder proper
conditions; and we arc facing a position
under which we are likely to go back to the
old Sarey Clamp days, and have mothers
lying-in in their own homies. That would bie
a deplorable state of affairs, but the indica-
tions are that it is likely to, happen, because
accommodation for maternity cases is lack-
ing everywhere. It many be that, because of
circumstances asociated with the war, the
potential or ininiediate birthrate shows a
steep rise; but I am hopeful that that steep
rise will be maintained.

We talk about populating our country.
God forbid that we should have to look out-
side to foreign nations for people with whom
to populate this country because our own
people are not encouraged to populate it
with their kith and kini! There are no
immigrants like the babies of our own Aus-
tralians and I would sooner see the country
unpopulated than bring in people from some
foreign countries and endeavour to build up
a hybrid race with them. If the Government
hopes to see the birthrate maintained at
least somewhere near its present encouraging
figure, t'ae only way it can be done is for
mothers, and particularly young mothers, to
have the best facilities available in these
modemn days. I think that even now the
Minaister's department might well consider
thri possibility of providing some temporary
accommodation rather than have the position
arise under which mothers will have to re-
main in their own homes to have their babies,
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with all tbe attendant difficulties and dangers
oconnected with that system.

Another important matter of which I wish
to speak concerns regional hospitals. I do
not want to discourage the Minister and his
department from establishing such institu-
tions, though I am disappointed to discover
from the Minister's speech that they are to
be more of a diagnostic nature than any-
thing else. But I want to make certain. that
in its alio to establish these regional hos-
pitals, the department wvill not adopt the
attitude of discouraging existing hospitals
that arc anxious to provide ex'tensions to
their accommodation, or to add to their
equipment. I do not want to see the position
arise-and I am afraid that is the fear in
the minds of quite a number of hospital
boards with which I ami associated-that
hospital boards will feel that any suggestion
they might submuit to the Government for
building extensions or additional equipment
will either he turned down or discouraged,
because the Government does, not consider
those extensions or added equipment war-
ranted in view of the possibility of a re-
gional hospital being established somewhere
within 200 or 300 miles.

Taking my own area, there are people
who have to travel to these small hospitals,
ais they are called, double the distance that
the Minister mentioned as being that which
it was expected patients would have to travel
to regional hospitals. Theire are people who
journey from 80 to 90 miles to those small
hospitals for medical treatment, and it is
essential that those small hospitals should
be able to provide the maxinmum modern
treatment possible without the necessity for
people to go to the regional hospitals. I
agree with the establishment of regional
hospitals; but do not let us get the idea that
they are the bc-all and end-all of hospital
accommodation in country areas. It might
be all right in Victoria, where the country
could he put on -one's thumbnail; hut in a
State like this the more of these small hos-
pitals we can provide and equip the better
it will be for the health of the people, and
the Wore it will encourage people to go out-
back and be content to remain there, secure
in the knowledge that, whatever happens to
them, adequate medical treatment will be
available.

After all, when we first started hospitals
outback, the main idea, apart from provid-

ing maternity facilities, was to establish a
place where any person who had the mis-
fortune to meet with an accident could re-
ceive medical attention which might result
in the saving of a life. We realised that
this might mean that a hospital would have
to remain almost empty for months or years
on end; but it also meant peace of mind for
the people of the district in which the hos-
pital was situated to know that if anything
happened to them or members of their fami-
lies, there was an institution which they
could reach speedily, and where facilities
wvere available that would give every pos-
sible chance of recovery to the poor unfor-
tunate victim of an accident. That is why
we built those hospitals, and that is why
we won public support. We went to people,
and asked them what it would he worth to,
theni if their husbands or wives or children,
as the case might be, xpet with an accident
and, instead of having to travel 200 or 300
miles, they had to go only about 20 miles to
receive medical attention and the best of
nursing straight away. The popple said
they had never thought of it from that angle
and they contributed generously to the
establishment of the hospitals.

We did not count the cost of mainten-
ance, but the people have maintained the
hospitals through the years, and the more
facilities of that kind we can provide the.
more contentecT are the people going to be
outback, and the easier will it be to induce
others,, and particularly young married
people that we neced there, to live in the
country and help us to develop it as
we desire it to be developed. I have
said all this because the Wyalkatchem
hospital board has in mind the expansion of
its buildings and has requested the depart-
mnent to supply plans for a large hospital
which we know have been in existence for
2-0 or 30 years. According to the informa-
tion I have received, while the plans% have
not actually been refused, there does, not ap-
pear any anxiety on the part of the depart-
ment to make them available. Whatever
construction they undertake, the people at
Wyalkatchern want it to be in accordance
with the plans of the completed scheme; but
wre feel that, because the plans are not being
made available as readily as we could wish-
and we cannot see why they should not bave
been sent immediately by the first return
mail-there is an attitude on the part ofT

195i



1952 [ASSEMBLY.]

the department that it must not be too gen-
erous and let the people extend their hos-
pital accommodation, because it is proposed
to provide regional hospitals at Northarn
and Merredin.

We feel that the attitude of the depart-
merit is, "Why should these people have
more wards and rooms and additional
bcds9' But if people arc prepared to pro-
v'ide such things for themselves, I say let
them do it; and members of the Gov-
ernment should hold their hands over
their heads and say, "God bless you 1
We are glad to see that the spirit
that existed in the past is still alive;
because, while it exiists, we can he sure we
will have a State that will make progress
instead of having difficulties to confront
such as we are meeting every day."

MR. WATTS (lKatanuing) [L4.251 : I
cordially agree with the remarks made
earlier Wy the member for Gcraldtoa con-
cerning the position that exists, and appar-
ently must continue to exist, in regard to
puhlic buildings in this State, of which
hospitals form a very important part. It
seems to have been a matter of Govern-
ment policy during the war to raise a.
lively anticipation in the minds of the
people as to what wvas going to happen in
the post-war period and, I might say, very
early in the post-war period. Grandiose
schemes and plans of one kind and an-
other have been given publicity in the Press
and from public platforms and by other
media, and now we find, somne 15 or 16
months after the cessation of hostilities,
that we are making no progress towards
the attainment of those goals which the
public were led to believe would be
achieved in a short time. There is no ques-
tion about that.

Regional hospitals form one portion of
those scintillating plans to which I have
referred, and regional hospitals come dis-
tinctly uinder the Medical Department and
the Minister for Health. Therefore I will
endeavour to confine my remarks to re-
gional hospitals; although, when I do that,
it may ho taken that I am considering other
types of buildings included in those plans
which are of equal, if not in some instances
of greater importance. Over a long period
of years we have talked about regional
hospitals, and today there is about as much

prospect of our starting them, unless we
sacrifice something else, as of flying to the
moon-and that is not yet humanly pos-
sible, I am given to understand. 1 say that
the public is entitled, as the member for
Geraldton suggested, to be given now some
reasonable statement as to what they may
anticipate in regard to the necessities ofi
their various districts and/or coneerningz
the carrying out of the plans put before
them that have made them regard the
things included in those plans as among the
necessities.

The Minister for Lands: The member for
Geraldton was Treasurer during most of
that time. Did he tell you that?

Mr. WATTS: He aid not need to tell
me; I was sufficiently acquainted with the
circumstances of the past two years to be
aware of it. But the hon. gentleman has
apparently discovered from the cross-
benches what was not quite So clear when
he occupied a seat next to the Minister for
Lands. I do not hilame anyone for chang-
ing his mind if circumstances are such as
to warrant a change; and I think it is sat-
isfactory that the member for Geraldton,
having no doubt studied the mnatter for 12
months or so from another angle, has come
to the same conclusion as I have, though
he might have expressed his feelings in
rather more moderate terms. The fact re-
mains that it is high time people were
taken into the confidence of the Govern-
ment and that the Government set to work
to lay down a time-table under which some
of these contemplated works will be pul
into effect.

If that is not done, the Government will
lay itself open to a charge of colossal bluff
in regard to these matters over the period
of recent years; because at the moment
there is absolutely no prospect from the
point of view of building materials and
labour of any regional hospital or any
other hospital, so far as I can see, being
erected in this State unless we are pre-
pared substantially to sacrifice some other
most important aspect of building, both
private and public. So I trust that the
timely and welcome words, so far as I ant
concerned, of the member for Geraldton,
will receive the serious and early considera-
tion of the Government so that there mar
no longer exist in the minds of the people
that ag&itation to which he referred but that
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they may be able to settle down to carrying
out some Plan soundly based and likely to
he completed over a period of years, which
plan will indicate when and where parti-
cular operations will take place, so that
every district -requiring these considera-
tions will receive them in that order of
priority which the difficulties and require-
ments of those particular districts render
most necessary.

I would like also to join with the memt-
ber for Murray-Wellington, in the remarks
lie made concerning the shortage of nurses.
Here again we are obviously in an extremely
difficult position. I do not know what are
the exact figures as to the shortage of nurses
at present, but they must run itito the
vicinity of 150 for the staffing of existing
hospitals, and including the mnatrons required
tar those institutions. A long period of train-
ing is required and therefore, no matter how
~active may he the efforts indulged in today
to acquire trainees and fit them to fill the
vacant positions, there will be aL hiatus of
from two to three years before the situation
can effectively be dealt with. In the mean-
time the position, if wve are to judge from
what has happened in recent months, is like-
ly to become much worse than it has been.
While hospitals in country districts are today
either closed or in danger of closing, or
struggling on against adversity with short
staffs and other difficulties, there is every
prospect that more and more hospitals will
be closed or will reach that position before
the lag can be taken up. I feel disposed to
agree with the member for Murray-Welling-
ton that a public appeal should be made to
those who have been trained, but who are
not now employed in the profession, to come
forward and assist, for the time being at
least, in remedying- the situation that exist;,
and that is likely to become worse.

Mr. McLarty: A public appeal for young
girls, also.

Mr. WATTS: Yes, girls to become
trainees. That would he part of the long-
term plan. As the member for Murray-
Wellington is convinced, so am I convinced
that there are public spirited people in our-
community, if this proposition was put to
thema plainly and on a patriotic basis--be-
cause it really amounts to that-who would
come forward and endeavour to remedy the
position that exists. If that is not done, I
contemplate the situation of people in the
rural districts, more particularly, with con-

siderable trepidation, from the aspect of
hospitalisation, I know the Minister is sym-
pathetic to the various difficulties that have
beeni put before him, some of which I dis-
cussed with him at length onl Saturday last,
du~ring a journey which he undertook, but it
is Clear to Me, as it is to him, that no mat-
ter htow% sympathetic he may be, sympathy
alone will not achieve the results that must
be achlieved.

We talk glibly of the need for decentrali-
sation, and it is a matter not only of Gov-
erment policy, but of the policy of us all,
yet we assist: in its achievement by doing
little or nothing, it would appear, about a
state of affairs that is definitely tending to-
wards centralisation, and that can do no-
thing less, in the course of the next three or
four years ait least. So, while it is not plea-
sant to have to contemplate a new outlook
altogether on the queastion of employmeat,
and while it may still be desirable to ad-
here closely to awards, it seems to me that
the necessity of the moment is to get suffi-
cient staff. We must not allow ourselves to
be hamstrung by restrictions of that nature,
i[ it can be shown in any set of cases that
the necessities of the area conicrned are very
gre at, and that by going outside such things
as awards, and offering more attractive eon-
ditioas the staff can, for the time being,
be obtained.

It is in the interests of uts all to see that
the hospitalisation of this State does not be-
come ay worse. We have talked glibly of
the vast improvement, butt the position we
have got into is such that it has retrogressed
by cornparisoli with the period before the
war. From the point of view of service and
satisfaction it is worse today than it was ten
years ago. If that is to be the result of
planning and propaganda, the less we have
of them the more service it will be to the
community, but I am aware that there are
other things that have to be taken into con-
sideration as leading up to the present poai-
tiaon. I say we should let no restrictions
stand in our way if, by going beyond them
and makcing conditions more favourable, we
can for the time being overcome the diffi-
c ulIty.

I do not suppose there is ny matter cnm-
ing uinder the jurisdiction of the Minister
who introduced these Estimates that is of
mnore importance today than the proper staff -
ing- and effective management of hospitals
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in country areas of this State. I believe
there are approximately 96 such hospitals,
and that the majority of them are under-
staffed, and that when the new awvard-which
I understand is to come into operation-
comes into force, the position today, bad
though it is from the point of view of staff-
ing, will become worse, because there will
be slightly shorter hours to be worked, and
to maintain the same standard there must
in consequence be an increased number of
persons employed during the week, and
those persons are simply not available. It
will involve also-and here we add to the
problem to which I referred, namely, build-
ings-the question of increased accommo-
dation for the increased staff. As Samuel
Pepys said, in the diary which I am Lure
most members have read, "What the end of
it all will he the Lord kenows."

It is the duty of the Government to take
the people into its confidence, and I
think I amn safe in saying there is
no member of this House, and certainly no
member on this side of the House, who
would not he prepared to the limit to give
his co-operation personally, and publicly in
this House, in any effort that can be made
to remedy the situation. I believe the
proper course to have pursued, as I sug-
gested from these benches during the war,
was to have called for the collaboration of
members of the House together with Minis-
ters in dealing wvith these particular prob-
lems which most of us foresaw, to some
degree at least, in the offing, and in which
it was in moy opinion right and proper that
all public representatives should take some
share, in an endeavour to arrive at a solu-
tion. The proposal of that character, deal-
ing with things far wider than those con-
cerned with the Department of Health andi
medical services, was rejected by this Legis-
lature and in the net result we, and those
outside-to the degree that they should
have been-have not been consulted. We
have not been given the opportunity of mak-
ing such a contribution, towards the co-ord-
ination of an attack on these problems, as
might have been made. That is to be re-
gretted, but today the position is that a
solution bas to be found and the duty of
fiding it rests on the Government, to which
I submit the rave need for early activity
in this department.

MR. ABBOTT (North Perth) [4.40): 1
agree with the member for South Fre-
mantle, who stressed the necessity for some
great effort being made for the prevention
of tuberculosis. I was interested to hear
what the Minister for Health had to say
in this connection, because this disease is
said to be one of the major s~ocial evils
existing today. I believe the loss to the
community is much greater than is ordi-
narily realised, because so many people suf-
fering from T.B. are incapable of giving
their full services to the community. The
Minister may have read in the Press a short
time ago, as I did, of a woman with two
young children being examined, and found
to be suffering from T.B. I think the two
children were under five years of age. When
they were examined they were both found
to have contracted the disease, presumably
from the mother. Every effort should be
made to locate sufferers as early as pos-
sible and to see that children are not con-
taminated at an early age.

It has been suggested at times that the
disease is inherited, but that is against
scientific principles. The reason for that
theory was that generation after genera-
tion was found to be suffering from the
disease. As it takes sometimes 10 or 12
years to develop to a stage where signs of
it become apparent, the parents suffering
from it may pass it to their children, who
may in turn pass it to their children before
it becomes known. As I see it, the ma-
jor problem today is to prevent sufferers
infecting those associated with them. That
can only be done if they are able to live
and work under proper conditions. At pre-
sent there is no suitable arrangement in this
State for anyone suffering from the disease
not to have to face the full economic and
competitive stresses of life. Special indus-
tries have been established in South Aus-
tralia to enable sufferers to work under con-
ditions that are not fully competitive, and
I would like the Minister to consider
whether something along those lines could
be done in this State. It is already done
for the blind, who are able to make a living
under special tuition and conditions.

Mr. Needham: With Commonwealth help.

Mr. ABBOTT: The Commonwealth sub-
sidy would be a good thing. That is one
of the major steps that must be taken
to give security to sufferers and free
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themn from the worry of supporting
their families, and to place them under
proper conditions where they can take
the medical precautions necessary to
prevent the disease from spreading.
It may be that an enlargement of the settle-
mnent in the hills where they would be handy
to the hospital for treatment and yet could
work in some industry that could he estab-
lished there would fill the hiJI. Their fami-
lies could live there and be watched so that
no further infection could he spread. I real-
ise that this could only be done with the ex-
penditure of much money. However, the
policy should be laid down as soon as pos-
sible and legislation introduced to further it
if necessary. If that were done, thea at
the appropriate time effect could be given
to that policy.

It is dreadful to think that today doctors
recognise that sufferers. from this disease
should be dealt with along the lines I have
indieated, yet their patients cannot be taken
from the industries in which they are em-
ployed nor have they any means, were they
so removed, with which to support
their families as they have hitherto.
To think that men suffering from this
disease are still permitted to handle
foodstuffs and to work in restaurants,'
tea shops and so forth, is dreadful. It
arouses my imagination as it must that of
anyone else who gives this great problem
any major thought. I know the Minister is
very keen to do all hie can in this matter.
He fully appreciates the urgency of it, and
my remarks are made in the hope that they
may in some small way tend to strengthen
public opinion to assist in remedial work
being carried out in the near future.

THE MiNISTER FOR HEALTH (Hon.
E. Nulsen-Kanowna-in reply) [4.47]: I
shall he as brief as I can in replying to the
debate. I desire to make it clear that I
regard much of the criticism today as help-
fuat and the Government is looking for eot-
lahoration. Ministers desire io take mem-
bers info their confidence and, as Minister
for Health, I shall always invite discussion
of health matters by members or hy any de-
putation they may introduce. I do not want
it thought that the Government does niot
desire to take members of Parliament or the
public generally into its confidence. The
contrary is the position.

With) regard to the Old Men's Home, which
was mentioned by the member for Nedlands,
I fedl that since the deputation waited upon
me to discuss the matter we have done every-
thing possible to improve the food supply.
We appointedl an additional cook and in-
strueted the superintendent to provide nll
the food that is necessary enuig hti
contains; the necessary vitamins and so on.
Wu realise that the old people who are in
the lhome have done a wonderful job and
have blazed the trail for those of us who
are here today.

I am afraid that not many of the present
generation realise what these old people did
iii the past. The Government is ertain[y
sympathetic and -will do everything possible
to provide them with what is necessary. A,.
the member for Nedlunds pointed out, the
hospital at the Old Meii's Home is clean and
Tins been a wonderful boon to the inmates.
Certainly, the medical officer in charge re-
ceives a, small remuneration, but he is satis-
fied to do the work and is glad to under-
take it. I have been informed that everything
that any man could possibly do in rendering.
medicali or surgical aid is gladly rendered
by the medical officer at the institution. I
often wonder whether the member for Ned-
lands and others in the legal profession wonuld
do in their sphere what sonic of the doctors
have undertaken with regard to honorary
work. The doctors are v-cry pleased to do
it.

With regard to the medical officer at the
hospital at the Old Men's Home, I
feel it is a reflection upon him that
anyone would suggest that he would
render anything less than fte best pos-
.sible service for the small remuneration
that he receives. His work is particularly
helpful with regard to the sympathetic treat-
ment he extends to the patients and the
enthusiasm and interest he takes in his Pro-
fession. I can state emphatically that I have
received no complaints whatever in regard
to the hospital. As to eheesepa ring, therm
has been none of late of which I am aware.
As a miatter of fact, the Government sent
the present superintendent to the Eastern
States to ascertain the conditions under which
the old men are treated elsewhere and to
get new ideas. He has returned with a lot
of information and the Government intends
to carry out some of the suggestions he has
niade. in general, it can be said that the

1955



(ASSEMBLY.]

Government has not lost sight of the neces-
sity to conserve the interests of the old men
and is doing everything it possibly can to
assist them. Some of them do make some
contribution towards their upkeep, but the
amount received does not nearly cover the
whole of the expenditure.

As to better provision for individuals
suffering from mental ailments, there is no
other place just now where we can send them.
The cases mentioned are not bad ones but
consideration fis being given to making pro-
v~ision for these subnormal persons. It will
take some time before that can be accomi-
plished. With regard to the comments by the
member for Pilbara, as soon as the services
of a doctor can he procured, one will he
sent to Port Hedland. The Government
recognises that it is necessary for a medical
service to be available there. The trouble
is that there is a great scarcity of doctors
and so far we have not been able to secure
one. As to the establishment of a small
hospital at Nullagine, we will investigate
that matter, I readily acknowledge that we
should have a nurse or some other qualified
person stationed tit that centre to deal with
emergency cases. The people outback are
those -who arc developing the country, and
we must provide what assistance is possible.
I quite appreciate that at Nullagine there
may be, married persoins who might require
advice from time to time. It might be
found possible to send a frMend nurse
there to deal with accidents or other urgent
matters.

The member for South Fremantle, to-
gether with the member for Nedlands, ac-
companied a deputation to me to deal with
various health matters, and I can assure
them that the Government has tried to carry
out the recommendations advanced on that
occasion. The Premier himself has taken
a great interest in the situation regarding
the scarcity of doctors, and at his inistiga-
tion the professor of medicine from the Mel-
bourne University recently visited Perth and
submitted a report regarding the establish-
ment of a medical school at the IUniversity
of Western Australia. His recomnmenda-
tions will be considered later on and prob-
ably effect will he given to them. We feel
that something must be done because the
shortage of doctors is Australia-wide and
does not apply in Western Australia alone.
Students who do their first year medicine
at our university cannot secure aceomino-

dation at universities in the Eastern States
in order to complete their course. An excep-
tion is the Adelaide University which will
take a number of them.

Members will rccollec~t that I recently
introduced the Anatomy Act Amendment
Bill, the object of which was to assist in
the training of our young men who will
continue their course at the Adelaide Uni-
versity. It will be seen therefore that the
Government has by no means overlooked
these medical matters. The position regard-
ing school children has also received atten-
tioa. Great difficulty is experienced in
securing dentists. 'We could well do with
half-a-dozen or more dentists, whereas we
hove only two dealing with this phase of
health work. The reason we cannot get them
is that it is not possible to do so. When
I introduced the Health Estimates, I
stressed the position regarding tuberculosis.
Reference has been made to a newv drug that
is used in the treatment of tuhereulous
patients, but I confess I know nothing about
it. I will make inquiries in that regard
and secure all the information possible.

The member for Subiaco referred to the
position of subnornal children. The diff-
culty is that we have no place where we
can accommodate them other than at the
Claremont Mental Hospital. Consideration
has been given to making provision for them
in the ncar future, hut owing to the serious-
ness of the building situation I am not in a
position to make any promises as to when
the matter will be dealt with. In presenting
the Estimates I dealt with the position at
the King Edward Memorial Hospital for
Women. We know the seriousness of it and
the Government has done everything pos-
sible to meet the situation. The Principal
Architect has been very busy and his plans
arc just about ready. The sooner we can
get on with the job the better pleased will
be the Government. 'With respect to the
examination of school children by doctors,
the 'Commissioner of Public; Health has
taken that matter up and everything pos-
sible is being done. A nurse with special
qualifications with respect to the eye has
been employed and she is doing her best to
assist the children under that heading.

Then again, the member for Subiaco
also suggested that the Government
should supply junior children with half-
a-pint of milk daily during the cur-
rency of the present strike. I cannot
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answer her questions in that regard. Con-
sideration will have to be given to the mat-
ter. The member for Narrogin referred
to the problem regarding regional hospitals.
An expert committee has been dealing with
that matter and has made a thorough in-
vestigation of the position on the spot. In
addition to officers of the department, re-
presentatives of the British Medical Asso-
ciation have inspected all the suggested sites
and gave consideration to Narrogin as well.
In their opinion the time is not opportune
for a regional hospital to be established at
that ceatre but later on as Narrogin de-
velops and the position is easier regarding
materials, more consideration may he given
to its claims.

Mr. Doney: Is that as far as they go?

Tb0 MINISTER FOR HEALTH: That
is as far as they can go. They are not
unsympathetic hut they are experts and
have given every consideration to the mat-
ter, So far they have not been able to agre
that Narrogin should be immediately made
a regional district.

Mr. floney: Then what becomes of the
constant assertion that the list was purely
tentative and that Narrogia might expect
inclusion before the list was finalisedY

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
list is more than tentative, for those areas
mentioned have been declared. Now the
committee will be considering another list
and Narrogin will he one of the centres
dealt with. The member for Murray-W'el-
Iington spoke With regard to the necessity
of building hospitals. The Government has
given consideration to it. A large sum was
placed on the Estimates for the purpose.
The hon. member knows as well as I do
that at present it is impossible to build all
the hospitals required. If we were to under-
take at once to build all our hospitals re-
requirements, we would probably have to
spend between £2,000,000 and £3,000,000;
and, even if we had the amount available,
we could not spend it because of the lack
of building materials and scarcity of
manpower.

Hon. N. Keenan: HOW long do you think
it will take?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: That
is beyond my estimation. I would say,
however, that it will be five or six years
before the regional hospitals are anywhere

near completion. It has been suggested that
a sub-regional hospital should be built at
Pinjarra. I think the Minister for Lands,
when Minister for Health, made that sug-
gestion. Unquestionably, the Pinjarra Hos-
pital should be rebuilt and we are giving
consideration to the matter. However, we
cannot do the impossible. With regard to
the shortage of nurses, the position is not
peculiar to this State; it prevails all over
Australia and in nearly every country of
the world. At the present time 76 per cent.
of our hospitals have under 10 beds and
consequently it is extremely difficult for us
to tr-sin enough nurses to make up the
lag, as well as to meet present and future
requirements.

Mr. McLarty: What about accepting my
suggestions!

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: They
will be considered and I will have inquiries
made. The trouble is that if we sent some-
one to the schools mentioned by the hon.
member with a view to inducing girls to
enter the nurring profession, we could not
train all those who would offer. The re-
sponse today is good. Our problem is to
train them, as we have only a few large
hospitals and only some of these are suit-
able for training nurses. I feel sometimes
that the member for Pingelly is not quite
reasonable.

Mr. Watts: That is the most unreason-
able suggestion I have heard today.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: If he
were in my position, he would have a dif-
ferent tale to tell. He would be one ot the
humblest men to be found in the State.

Mr. Watts: It certainly would be it dif-
ferent tale from yours.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: In
any case, J assure the member for Pingelly
that the Government is aware of the posi-
tion. With respect to regional hospitals, I
may tell him that these have been considered
by experts, who have gone fully into the
matter.* The plan is not mine or the depart-
ment's, but the British Medical Associa-
tioa's. The members of that association
made recommendations that were quite un-
biased and free from any political influence.
Regional hospitals are proposed for Bun-
bury, Collie and Manjimup. These towns
are not far apart, but the suggestion was
made by the medical profession because of
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the population of the towns and the indus-
tries carried on, in and around them. There
are many things which must he taken into
consideration in making these decisions,
things of which members may not be aware.
I would like them, before they criticise,
to be fully armed with information as to
the requirements of these various places.

The member for Pingelly accused the
Government or myself of sitting down and
doing nothing. I deliberately say to him
that that is not right. Indeed, it is not
fair. If the hon. member sat down as little
am the members of the Ministry did, lie
would not bye so inclined to criticise its as
he sometimes does. The matter of a hiospi-
tat for the old women of the State has
been under consideration for some time, but
we have not been able to proceed with it.
Recently plans have been prepared and it
is anticipated that the women will be
brought into Gruildford and kept there.
Some of the worst patients-the bed pati-
entts-will be transferred to another place.
It is anticipated that the new building for
the old women will be erected in about two
years' time. That i.9 something we wish to
proceed with, in order to give these poor
old people some comfort. The Principal
Architect has assured us that the building
will be completed in a little over two years,
unless something unforeseen happens.

Mr. MeTarty: You want another home
something like the Home of Peace.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Yes.
It is to be hoped that the old women will
have peace when they get to the new home.
I can assure the member for Claremont
that the Commissioner of Public Health is
a live wire and leaves no stone unturned so
far as the health of the State is concerned.
He Palls a spade a spade and gets work
done. He has had a thorough inspection
made of the hotels so far as his limited
staff will permit, and every consideration
has been given to the lavatory and bath-
room accommodation. A special permit
has been issued by the Workers' Homes
Board. The bon. member said that Parlia-
ment should show a good example. I agree
with him to a large extent. Had Parlia-
ment shown a good example we world have
a better Parliament House than we have
today, with more accommodation. I should
have liked during the depression perioa to
see £200,000 or £300,000 spent on Parlia-

ment House, because then we had the ma-
terials and manpower available. Uinfortu-
nately, there was a different psychology in
those days, although I am afraid we might
find the same psychology if we decided to
spend such a huge sumn of money.

Mr. Leslie: You should not jump to such
conclusions.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I do
not jump to conclusions. I have knocked
around the world for a long time, much
longer than has the member for Mt. Mar-
.,hall. The Commissioner of Public Health
has also had a thorough inspection made
of restaurants and boarding-houses and
directions have been given to the pro-
prietors to put their house in order. The
member for Geraldton spoke of the hospital
accommodation in that town. We are quite
aware of the conditions; the Government
has a master programme that will be
brought into effect as soon as building ma-
terials and manpower are available. The
first regional hospitals will probably be
built at Geraldton, Bunbury and. Albany.
Of coarse, other hospitals need attention,
including mnany of the small hospitals. The
Government has set itself a target, but can-
not do anything until, as I have said, build-
ing materials and manpower are available.
The member for Albany complained that
the Government does not take the people
into its confidence. I think the Government
does so.

No 'Minister has ever denied a hearing
to a deputation introduced by members of
Parliament, nor has any Minister refused

' a deputation by members of the public.
The hon. member made really a false state-
ment, though probably not meaning to do
so. We wrant to take the people into our
confidence; wve want their advice and we
shall do the best we possibly can, because
we represent all the people of the State
and not merely the people of any
particular electorate. Tbe hospital at
Albany is in a had state and we
will do what we can to help) in that
direction. Some odds and ends can he
attended to, but it will be some time before
wec can proceed with the major building.
The member for Mt. Marshall spoke about
public beds. Any person may go into a
public hospital and ask for or demand a
public bed; or he can ask for an inter-
mediate bed or a private bed. The phrase-
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ology really does not matter. Any person,
irrespective of his station in life and ir-
respective of his financial position, can de-
mnand, a public bed in a public hospital. If
there is an intermediate or a private bed,
be can ask for either, but if there is no
intermediate or private bed he can demand
a public bed.

Mr. Leslie: That is the only time he can
demand it.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: Not
demand it, but ask for it. He is entitled.
to it under the law of the Commonwealth
and the State.

Mr. Leslie: Why not adopt the attitude
that he is automatically a public bed patient,
unless he says otherwise.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: 'Re
knows he is.

The Minister for Lands: There is an aris-
tocracy in regard to hospital beds in the
same way as there is an aristocracy in re-
gard to anything else.

Mr. Leslie: There is a serious difference.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: The
King Edward Hospital will have first prior-
ity. Everything possible will be done there.
We want population and we -realise the ur-
gency and the necessity of providing more
hospital _accommodation for our women. The
small hospitals will not suffer because of
otir intending to develop regional hospitals.
Everything will he done to give the small
hospitals all that they may reasonably re-
quire. The Leader of the Opposition spok.:
on similar lines to those of the member for
Geraldton in regard to regional hospitals.
I have not seen the Katanning Hospital.

The Minister for Lands: It is a very nice
little hospital.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I do
not know whether a regional hospital will
be erected there for a few years to come'.
H~owever, it has been definitely decided that
a regional hospital will be erected there; it
i,4 only a matter of materials and manpower.

Mr. Watts: That is a simple little matter.

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH: I will
deal now% with the shortage of nurses. It
takes a long time to train a nurse, and there
will be a hiatus before we can get some
irained, but every effort is being made to
cope with the position. It has heen said that

many of our nurses are going to the Eastern
States. Well, some of them are, -but there
are a few coming here from the Eastern
States. It is just a matter of adventure;
they are moving about. Conditions in the
Eastern States are no better than they are
in Western Australia. The position of the
nursing profession is no worse in this State
than it is in Tasmania or Victoria. 'When
introducing these 'Estimates I stated that in
Melbourne some of the big hospitals had
closed because of lack of staff. We have had
no large hospitals close here, but unfortun-
ately some of the small ones have,

The member for North Perth touched on
the matter of tuberculosis and said it was
a major social evil. I agree. It is some-
thing that we can deal with, and the Govern-
ment is out to do the best it can. This dis-
ease is not hereditary, hut it is highly infec-
tious and we feel it is more dangerous than
leprosy. It is certainly doing a lot of harm.
to our population. There are at least 170
deaths a year from tuberculosis and there
arc many people who are not in hospital who
should be receiving proper treatment, The
position is very serious. I assare members
that we want their co-operation and confi-
dence aind we do not want to deny anyone
our collaboration at any time when the hos-
pitalisation or the health of the community
is affected.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Pu blic Health, £60,0141; Mental Hos-
pitods and Inebriates, £155,960--agreed to.

Vote-Na tive Affairs, £60,000:

THE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (Hon. A. A. Mf. Coverloy-Kimber-
ley) [5.1$]: This item covers the Estimates
of the Departments of Native Affairs, Har-
hour and Lights, and Fisheries and, as in the
case of the othiers, they Are increasing slightly
each year. The Department of Native Af-
fairs has ain increased Estimate because of
the general increase in staff, the reclassifica-
tion of field officers and the increases in the
latest nurses' award. The revenue is not
expected to improve, mainly because of
drought conditions in the North-West. Those
conditions have interfered with cattle sales
from the Moola Bulla Government cattle
station. It was a dry~ yoar there, and we
were forced to cancel one mob of 700 bul-
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locks which, at an averng price of about
£5 a head, meant a large decrease in the
revenue. The dry season abso affected
our peanut croI) at 'Munja, another native
settlement. The peanut crop was almost a
total failure. The few peanuts we were able
to harvest were only sufficient to provide
seed for next season and a certain amount
of food for the natives, which is the usual
procedure. We had no peanuts for sale at
all. The remainder of the department's ac-
tivities are going along quite satisfactorily,
and I think some progriess has been made.

The activities at Carolup and Moore
River, our two main institutions, have been
held up through lack of artisans and
materials. When speaking on the Estimates
two years ago! I pointed out that the 'Moore
River Settlement was not in a satisfactory
area, and that it was the Government's policy
to get an adjunct to the Moore River Settle-
inent in the Mlerredin district. The idea was
to separate the various classes of natives.
The Moore River Settlement is situated in
very poor country, and little can he done to-
wards making it self-supporting. The Gov-
ernment purchased a farm a few miles from
the settlement, and it has been an asset in
the matter of production of vegetables.
Quite a large amount has been produced on
the new farm. But another place was neces-
sary to provide for the better-olass natives,
firstly, because the settlement was on the
worst class of country in Western Australia
and, socondly, because the institution has tu
take all thle worst elements of the natives.

M1any of the natives are sent there for
disciplinary purposes, and they have a bad
influence on the better-class natives. Be-
cause of that, the Government proposed to
buy a new property, and the matter was put
in the ha'ads of the Rural Bank and the
chairman of the Laud Settlement Scheme,
who have made vast inquiries and have pro-
posed some sites not altogether suitable to
the Department of Native Affairs. However,
recently they sugfgested a property within
a few miles of Kellerberrin, and it is now
being inspected by the Agricultural and the
Native Affairs Departments. If suitable, it
will not be long before we are able to trans-
fer the better-class natives from the Moore
River Settlement to that centre. That will
snake a big difference to the institution at
Moore River.

As I indicated, when speaking onl last
year's Estimates, the education of the

natives in our i-Dstitutions has been taken
over by the Education Department. At pre-
sent, 106 children are attending the Moore
River school and some .30 boys are receiv-
ing manual training. We had instituted the
manual training systemi prior to the war but,
unfortunately, wve lost our supervisor who
enlisted in the Air Force, and we were for
some years without manual training at
Moore River. Today, however, 30 lkys are
receiving manual training, and 12 girls are
attending the domestic science school. In
addition, 30 natives, on the farm adjacent
to Moore River, arc learning general farm-
ing, including gardening and poultry-farm'-
in-. As a result, thing., are much brighter
at that institution than they' were some yenr-k
ago.

At Carolup, we have 51 children attending
the school, and some of the older boys and
youlis are receiving training in general farm
work, particularly in the poultry, gardening
and shearing lines. Manual training has not
been reinstituted at that institution, firstly,
because we have not the accommodation aund,
as members realise, it is practically impos-
sible to get artisans and miaterials to ereet
the necessary buildings, and secondly, it tnke.-;
time to get the right class of person to teach
manual training to natives. When the op-
portunity arrives, mnanual training will he
instituted at Carolup. Much improvement
has taken place in the training of the natives,
becausec the new farm manager has taken a
great interest in the older boys. He has al-
ready produced a wide range of vegetables
and has flow put into operation a summer
garden so that, if successful,, he will be able
to produce veg-etables practically all the year
round.

In a general way, the health of the natives
at both Moore River and Carolup is fairly
closely watched by the district medical officer
in each area, and good reports of their
health are coming forward. At the Moola
Bulla station, which I mentioned previously,
the services of a nurse were engaged early
this year. We were without a nurse at that
centre during the war years, and were lucky
in being able to get a competent nurse to
go there because, as members know, there is
quite a shortage of nurses. However, we
hlave secured the services of a trained nurse,
and the health of the natives in that area
is considered to be satisfactory. They hart'
an annual visit from the medical officer at-
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lathed to the Native Affairs Department and,
when necessary, the flying doctor calls as
well.

Cosmo Newbury, which is 50 miles from
iaavettoll, did quite a trade in eharcual-burzi-
ing in the early' pafrt of the war. But that
industry has fallen away, owing to the de-
treas, in the number of gas-producers in
misc so that, as at result, we have lost somne of
our revenue. However, a large amount of
vegetables is still produced there, and that
is a big saving compaired with the old idea
of sending vegetables from Kalgoorlie. We
have started to build up a small herd of
cattle at that centre-it was originally ft
rattle station but, owing to the drought
years, cattle wednt out there-because the
last few seasons have been fairly good.
l'dialla is a recently purchased property
about 00 miles from Derby, between Derby
and Broome, and well off the main road. It
was purchased by the Government with the
idea of making a start in educating the half-
r-astes and full-blooded natives in those parts,
who have no other such facilities. The pro-
per-ty is undeveloped except that it has about
1,200 head of sheep on it. It was purchased
about 12 ,months ago and the manager now
has rquite an area under vegetables. Thia
(-lop will be for the use of the institution,
and any excess will be sold to the general
pulblic in Derby. There is a good motor
road horn the property to Derby where there
is an excellent demand for fresh vegetables.

It is the intention of the department,
when p)ossible, to erect dormitories and com-
mence manual and other training for the
boys and girls. The property consists
of approximately 2,000 acres and is very:
.suitable for tropical agr-iculture. It is
on the banks of the Fitzroy River and
(here is particularly good garden country
Otizm the river frontage. The manager
has some 90 aceres cleared and prelim-
inary work is being done against the
time wshen material will be available to erect
houses, etc., to develop the property. Very
fewv natives are there at the moment. A
few desert natives have come in and camp-
ed, but they are not of the type the institu-
tion i- intended to eater for. The property
was purchased for the benefit of the rising
generation. About 20 elderly desert natives
have come in and arc being provided with
food and clothing.

The Munja settlement, which is at Wal-
cott Inlet, between Derby and Broome,
caters for purely tribal natives. It is situ-
ated right on the coast, a part that is visit-
ed only by tribal natives, and is more in
the nature of a feeding depot and health
resort. Most of the leper patients in the
leprosarium at Derby have been collected
from that coast and, while the department
finds its work there rather expensive, it is
serving a useful purpose from the health
point of view. The place is partially self-
supporting because it has good well-watered
country. Cattle have not done well there.
The herd of 2,000 cuttle has not increased
and I do not think it ever will increase be-
cause the natives are so bad.

Mr. Leslie: Do they spear the cattle?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: Yes. The natives, as I have stated,
are purely of the tr-ibal class. Peanuts of
good quality are grown there and in fav-
ourable seasons the production has been
as high as 30 tons. The whole of the crop
has not been sold on the local market be-
cause many of the peanuts are eaten and
distributed to other centres. Some are sent
to the leprosarium in Derby-this, of course,
is a debit and credit entry-and to other
institutions. The crop this year was almost
a total failure, only sufficient having been
obtained for seed and feed purposes. There
was none for sale.

The native hospitals at Wyndham,
Broome, Derby and Hedland are still con-
trolled by qualified nurses and are inspected
annually by the travelling medical officer
and when necessary by the local district of-
ficer or the flying doctor, or whoever may
be called in to render assistance. The de-
partment has recently appointed one more
travelling inspector for the mid-north area,
and shortly applications will be called for a
travelling inspcctor for the Murehison dis-
trict. We are finding that the field for tile
selection of staff is not now so limited and
various staffs are doing much better. The
Murchison district has troubles similar to
those of most other districts, but I feel satis-
fled that the appointment of a travelling in-
spector will enable us to assist the various
local authorities in their difficulties and to
doa much better for the natives.

The stnff appears to be more stable at the
moment than it has been for a considerable
time. A number of men returned from the
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Services have taken up these avenues of em-
ploynment and consequently we have a better
field of selection than we had during the
war years. At that time we had to depend
upon casual clerks. Quite a numbur of
officers enlisted and were away for several
years. Our difficulties increased with the
presence of the American and other troops,
while the amenities in the metropolitan area
proved an inducement to the native popula-
tion. Thus the activities and difficulties of
the department were increased.

The employment of natives during the war
was satisfactory and I feared that when hos-
tilities ceased it would probably dwindle, but
there are still approximately 6,000 nativea
in employment, so the ending of the war
has not led to any diminution in the number.
The general staff had a difficult time during
-the war, and I am grateful for the loyal ser-
vice that was given. These officers worked
many hours of overtime trying to do their
best for the natives, and I appreciate their
efforts.

The general health of the natives, which is
reported on by the local medical officers fromt
the Carolup and Moora distrietst and front
our travelling medical officer, is satisfactory,
except of course from the point of view of
leprosy. This is a problem that will be
difficult of solution. There are approxi-
mnately 200 patients in the Derby leprosariuni
and quite a few still at large in the coastal
area around Munja. To get hold of natives
of this class and induce them to enter the
leprosarium is difficult. After they have been
confined to the leprosarium for some timsg,
they seldorn break away. In the first place,
however, they have a great fear of civilisa-
tiou and of hospitals, and it is difficult to
entice them to enter the establishment. Every
effort is being made to contact sufferers. We
have a travelling medical officer who uses
an aeroplane, to visit the various stations,
so that bad eases of disease can be attended
to immediately. We are doing everything
possible for the health of the natives. It
there is any other information members lie.
sire on this section of the Estiates, I shall
endeavour to supply it.

The Harbour and Lights Department dpi,-
lag the war experienced many difficulties by
reason of the fact that lights and buoys
along the coast had to be dismantled for
security considerations. The department has

recently been actively engaged in getting tho~
lights and buoys replaced. The work of the
department consists mainly of the control
of jetties at Carnarvon, Onslow, Point Sam-
son, Broome, Derby and Wyndham. Wynd-
ham was out of action for some four years,
but has now been re-opened. The depart-
ment administers the Navigation Act, whicu
applies to all coastal vessels, and the Bot
Licensing Act, and controls all ports and
harbours in the State, exclusive of Fremantle.
The revenue and expenditure depend en-
tirely upon the fluctuations in accordance
with the volumne of shipping and tonnage of
cargoes handled. This session the annual
report was laid on the Table of House. This
report has been denied to Parliament for
some years for security reasons; to publish
the report would probably have given too
much information as to the movements and
tonnages of vessels visiting the various bar-
hours.

The Fisheries Department, like other de-
partments, shows an increase due to the
higher salaries and the employment of extra
clerks on account of the additional work
following the increased activity in the in-
dustry. The basic wage and classification
increases are responsible for most of the ad-
ditional amount of the vote. The annual vote
of £50 to the Pemberton Trout Acelirnatisa-
tion Society has been increased to £C400. We
decided to make Pemberton the one breed-
ing- centre for the whole of the State in
order to save the expense and inconveniene
of importing fry from the Eastern States
and Tasmania, as we had been accustomed
to do. The breeding ground there has so far
proved quite successful. This is controlled
by the society, not by the Government, but
the society has done exceptionally good
work, and it consults with the Chief In-
spector of Fisheries when advice and assis-
tance are required. The Collie society re-
ceived a grant of £E50. Another society
named the Murray District Society has been
formed and has been active in securing fry
fromt Pemberton and liberatingq it in the'
local stream. Time alone will show what
success will attend the release of trout fr v
in the Murray River. If it proves to be as
successful as in the majority of instances,
we shall feel satisfied. I know some of the
gentlemen in the Murray district who are
taking a very keen interest in this move-
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went. The society is a strong one, and I
feel confident that it will give much atten-
tion to this matter.

The department expects an increase of
revenue this year. The royalty under the
Game Act should show a slight increase in
view of the high price for kangaroo skins,
while, in addition, the increased activity
in fishing should result in a greater return
from license fees, There has been some
activity in the industry as a result of fresh
people taking out fishermen's licenses.

The pearling industry at Broome has been
re-opened. Of course the present activity
falls far short of the usual standard, but
that is only to be expected on account of
the lack of boats, gear and labour. Only
two firms are operating in the Broome area
this season, but a number of other people
are interested and arc hopeful of being able
to re-start in the industry in the forthcnm-
ing season. The result of the work by the
two firms this season has been very gratify-
lag. A returned soldiers' organisation has
purchased boats, with the assistance of the
State Government, and hopes to be able to
start pearling in the Broome area next
season. Consequently the prospects of the
pennling industry are bright.

The effect of the return to the fishing in-
duistry of many ox-Servicemen is indicated
in the figures of fresh fish produced as fol-
lows:

1942
1943
1 944
1945

Cwt.
21,859
22,284
28,002
39,002

Thus, nothwithstanding the criticism levelled
at the Fisheries Department, the production
of fresh fish has increased and not decreased
as was suggested. Other production figures
are as follow:

[9412. 1943. 1044. 1945.
F~sh (ewtuj .. 21,850 22.284 28,902 39,002
Crayfish (dot.) ... 18,038 80,223 51,038 54.234
Canntd Fish-

Crave (do. tus) 4.394 16.436 24,185 23,010
eiher (!Ws.) .... 240.613 230,561 170,505 317,287

Mr. Leslie: Does that include what is
called frelish?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: Yes. Modern refrigeration and
nmuchi improved types of vessels are becom-
ing a feature of present-day commercial
sea-fishing. It is the Government's policy
to encourage and assist in this direction,
and already a number of excellent vessels

have commenced operations and are largely
owned by ax-Servicemen. The Hopetoun
salmhon has been somewhat responsible for
the big increase in 'the fish canned. The
fishermen were getting the fish in Hopetoun
and transporting it to the Canning Export
Factory, but now a canning factory is being
erected at Hopetoun and the fish is being
canned there. That is a good thing and
should be encouraged. We like to support
local industry, particularly in places of that
kind. This enterprise will mean a lot to
Hopetoun. I have sampled a tin of canned
salmon, and it was quite good.

Mr. Leslie: Has any been on sale?

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: Mine was a sample tin, but the
product will be on sale before very long.

The Premier: It is on sale.

The MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST: With regard to whaling, a company
was formed early this year to capture and
treat whales in the Albany area. Owing to
a late start and other difficulties no whales
were taken this season, but the company
will be ready to operate immediately the
next season begins. Scientific investigation
is a matter in which the State Fisheries
flepartment works in close co-operation
with the 0.S.1kR Aerial spotting of fish has
continued this year on both our west and
south coasts, and at the moment two Com-
monwealth research vessels-the "Taipan"
and the "Warrecni"-are being prepared for
sea at Fremantle. These vessels should be
ready for work at an early date and should
make valuable contributions to our scheme
of investigation. That is all I need say
about the fishing industry, but if there is
any further information f can give to menm-
hers, I shall be pleased to do so.

Progress reported.

ASSENT TO BILLS.
Message from the Lieut.-Governor re-

ceived and read notifying assent to the foal-
lowing Bills:-

IRoad Districts Act, 191.9-1942, Amend-
ment.

2Increase of Rent ('War Rlestrictions)
Act Amendment.

3, Business Names Act Amendment.
4, Municipal Corporations Act Amend-

ment.
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5, Friendly Societies Act Amendment. QUESTIONS.

6, Nurses Registration Act Amendment.

7, Supply Bill (No. 2), £2,200,000.
8, Transfer of Land Act Amendment

(No. 1).

9, Railway (Hopetoun.-Ravensthorpe)
Discontinuance.

10, Medical Act Amendment.

BILLS (3)-FIRST READING.

1, Building Operations and Building
Materials Control Act Amendment.

2, Eastern Goldflelds Transport Board.
Introduced by the Premier.

3, Imprisonment for Betting Abolition.

Introduced by Mr. Watts.

ADJ'OURNMENT-SPEOIAL.

THE PREMIER (Hon. F. J. S. Wise-
Gaseoyne): I move-

That the Rouse at its rising adjourn till 2
p.m. tomorrow.

Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 5.55 pmm.

Thursday, 14th November, 1946.

Queston: Education, as to school holiday camps
Pali"e, as to strength of Force and recruits ..
Mallet bark, as to contracts and prices ... .
Printing of Parliamentary documents, as to over-

coming power difficulties
Ministerial Statement, as to printing Parliamentary

documents......................... ....
Ellis: City of Perth Schemeo for Superannuation

(Amendments Authoriastion) it... ..
Canning District Sanitary Site, Is.........
land Act Amendment, 2R., Corn1....... ....
Contry) Areas Water Supply, resoin.. ...
Comprehensive Agricultural Areas and Goldflids

Water Supply, recus.
Annual Estimsates V otes and Itemas discussed
Adjournament, sperial ... .. ... ..

Pace
1904
1004
1085

1988
1980
1070

1975
1976
1991

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 2 p.m.,
and read prayers.

EDUCATION.

As to School Holiday Camps.

Mr. SEWARD (without notice) asked the
Minister for Education:

1, Is it a fact that the Education Depart-
ment has arranged for the holding of school
holiday camps as part of the school curri-
culumn?

2, If so, at what places are such camps
to be held?

3, is it a fact that children attending such
camps will be charged £3 each per week and
travelling expenses to and from the place
where the camp is held?

4, is it a rule that children to a specified
number attending such camps must he ac-
companied by two of the mothers of such
children who have to do the work of the
camp?7

5, is it a fact that these ladies are also
charged £V per week while at the camp plus
travelling expenses to and from the camp?

6, What is the maximum number of (a)
children, (b) parents, attending such camps?

The MINISTER replied:
1, Yes. Details of the scheme will be given

in the Education Estimates.
2, Albany Quarantine Station and Point

Peron.
3, No.
4, No.
5, No.

6, (a) 100 children; (h) no fixed numbher
of parents is invited.

POLICE.

As to Strength of Force and Recraits.

Air. MANN (without notice) asked the
Minisier representing the Minister for
Police:

1, Is it a fact that, oin Saturday, the 2nd
November, 1946, there was only One con-
stable on street duty on thle afternoon shift
in the city of Perth?

2, Is he aware that, when the police
School at present receiving instruction was
being take,, on, only 27 men were available
although 30 were required to complete the
class?7

3, Is it a fact that the list of applicants
was exhausted when the last school was


